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COUNTRY OF, THE GREATER AND LESS 

NIMIQUASt 

IT had been my fate for fome time to be in- 
ceflantly fluctuating between hope and de- 
fpair. We had not proceeded above four or 
five miles, when my eyes prefented me with 
an object of hope and joy, in the footfteps of 
oxen. It is true thefe veftiges, as well as the 
dung they had left behind them, appeared 
by no means recent; but they proved, that a 
herd of cattle had at leafl paiTed that way; 
Voi-.IL B an4 
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and whether it belonged to a horde of Hotten-» 
tots, or was the property of Klaas Bafter, the 
man of whom I was in fearch, I could promifc 
myfelf, if I came up with it, to find both fuc- 
cour and friends. 

While we were reafoning on thefe probabi- 
lities, and the moft certain and fpeqdy mcanS 
of finding the herd, Kees, leaping out of my 
waggon with a cry of exultation, began to run 
on before, and was inftantly followed by my 
dogs. Certainly it was not to attack any wild 
beaft that my ape difplayed fuch ardour ; I 
knew him to be too great a coward. Till this 
moment I had never feen him thus adventurous 
but once, and that was on my firft journey, 
when, in the country of the CafFres, he difco- 
vered the fpring to which I gave his name, 

A fimilar proceeding feemed to announce to 
me a fimilar difcovery. I ran, therefore, to the 
place where he flopped, and at two hundred 
paces, from the waggon, I perceived him fur- 
rounded by my pack, in a large y^et hollow^ 
which the dogs were digging with their paws 
in queft pf water. , 

I called to my people, who advanced with 

fpades and pick*axe&t and began to dig. We 

fooa 
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foon obtained two or three quarts of muddy and 
brackifh water ; and to render it drinkable, I 
threw into it a few ounces of ground coffee, as 
I had done into that of Krakkeel-klip, I had 
intended alfo to boil it as in that inftance ; but 
my people were fo feverely torlured with thirft, 
that none of them could eonfent to wait this 
procefs. Accordingly I was obliged to ferve 
out this fort of liquid mud ; and, like an im- 
partial parent, I divided it, as was my cuftom, 
equally among all, fo that a very fmall portion 
fell to the (hare of each. 

We were at this time at the foot of a fmall 
chain of mountains, which ran from north to 
fouth, and, going off from the great chain 
which we had to the eaft of us, formed a defile, 
of which it was impoffible for the ey« to take 
in the whole extent. 

Cattle had' evidently remained here fome 
time. The trodden earth every where exhi- 
bited the print of their feet. Not doubting^ 
therefore, but I fhould foon find fome Hotten- 
tot horde, that could inform me refpeding the 
tribe of'Bafter, which Colonel Gordon had 
mentioned to me, I refolved to proceed along 
the defile, as the road to fuckdifcovery. 

B 2 For 
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For this purpofc it was requilite to leave my 
waggon, my equipage, and my cattle, at the 
entrance of the defile. This I did j appoint- 
ing at the fame time four perfons as a guard, 
whom I dirdfted to dig and enlarge the bole, 
that they might procure a fufEciency of water 
for themfelves ; and, if poffible, for the few 
beads I had left. 

The number of thefe was confideraUy di- 
miniflied. From the moment I entered the 
defert, and ceafed to find game for the fupport 
of my people, I found my felf obliged to kill all 
niy fheep one after another. Since the death 
of Ingland, I had alfo loft on' the road two 
other oxen. All my cows had died. Of four 
horfes two only remained, reduced to Ikin and 
bone, in the moft deplorable ftate, and abfo- 
lutely incapable of the leaft fervice. My goats 
only were exempt from fharing in our extreme 
diftrefs. They had even conftantly aiFprded 
us milk ; and to this refource we were indebted 
for our prefervation, as it had hitherto enabled 
tne to furnifli my people daily with a little, and 
even to beftow a portion on my dogs, who, for 
want of water, might otherwife foon have gone 
mad. 

I took 


A F R.I C A. s 

I took with me eight men, among whom 
Was Klaas. That our refearch might be con- 
ducted with more promptitude and certainty, 
I directed him, with three of his comrades, to 



proceed on the weft of the fmall chain of moun- 
tains, and, marching northward, to follow its 
courfe J while I, in the mean time, with four 
hunters, penetrated the defile, which was com- 
pletely covered with thickets. 

After walking fome lime, I arrived at a 
path, which appeared much trodden. This 
difcovcry, at which we had every reafon to re- 
joice, petrified my four men with terror. They 
fancied this path to lead to fome retreat of 
the Bofhmen, and begged me to advance no 
farther, left we Ihould be all killed by thefe 
robbers. In vain did I urge to them, that the 
greateft misfortujie that could befall us in our 
prefent clrcumftances was the meeting with no 
one, and that it was impoffible fof us to extri- 
cate ourfelves from our urgent diftrefs without 
the aid of fome human being ; they beheld no- 
thing at the end of the path but a horde of at- 
faflins J and, not daring to advance, they flop- 
ped, hefit^ting between (hame at defprting pie, 
flp4 the fp^r of being murdered, ** If the devil 

B 3 " him- 


« TRAVELS IN 

" himfelf be there, with all hell at hU heels/* 
cried I, ** I am determined to go aUd fpeak to 
*' him. Hoyv^ever, my friends, if you have 
*• any diflike to follow me, you are at liberty 
** to retura : I can do without you/' 

With thefe words I proceeded along the path^ 
and^ I obferVted with pleafure that they all foi># 
lowed me. Their fteps, however, were far 
from r^folute. As they advanced, they de- 
bated on what they fhould do, if we fell in with 
a horde of Bofhmen ; how they fhould accoft 
them, if they did not attack us, and how fup- 
port each other and defend thenxfelves, if they 
did. The plans of manoeuvring formed by 
my favages, and the fchemes they propofedfof 
either cafe, whether of friends or enemies, did 
not fail to amufe me. I was particularly pleafed 
to difcover,, that their fear, g4^t as it was, had 
not deprived them of thdir mental faculties ; 
and that, though they w|fre much alarmed at 
the danger with whigk Aey believed them- 
felves threatened, they took prudent pre- 
cautions to defend themfelves if we fhould be 
attacked. 

But all their talents had been exerted in vain* 
Having purfued the path for an hour, we ar^ 

rived 
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med at the end of the defile, and found our- 
felves in the open country, where we faw Kla^s 
and his comrades traverfing a fpot on which 
were fome ruined huts. I made a fign to thfem 
to join me ; and in the mean time I afcended a 
neighbouring height, from which I could dif- 
cover whether there were any people to whom, 
the huts belonged in the furrounding plaid. 
All I could difcovcr with my glafs was an at 
femblage of cabins at a diftance, which I con- 
ceived to be thofe of Hottentots ; and among 
the reft there was one, which appeared to me 
larger than ordinary. Was this adually a 
Hottentot kraal I Or was it one of thofe tempo- 
rary ftations, which Bafter, whom I fought, ' 
and who lived in the Hottentot manner, had 
chofen for himfetf and his people ? But whe- 
ther it were a kiaal, or an abode of Bafter, in 
order to obtain diredions or afliftance, it was 
necefTary for me to repair to it without delay ; 
which I accordingly- did. 

On my arrival, I perceived, to my forroW, 
that they were all as empty as the former. 
They even appeared to have been deferted for 
feyeral weeks. In the large one, however, I 
found QW 0f thofe hand-mills v^hich the 

B 4 planters 
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prantcrs make ufc of for grinding their tora» 
The leaving this domeftic implement indi- 
cated an intention of returning to this fettle- 
ment; which was confirmed by two fmall 
fields near the cabin regularly ♦ fown with 
wheat and barley. But what fignified to me, 
on the prefent occafion, the appearance of a 
fpeedy return ? It was prefent affiftance that I 
wanted, not the hope of what might occur. 
Yet in the midft of thefe difappointments I 
found one fource of comfort : this was a fpring, 
which, tKough brackifh, as all we had met 
with for fome time had been, was a very agree- 
able difcovery, and affuaged for the moment 
our burning thirft. 

From thefe indications I could not doubt, 
but the Hottentot horde, or the proprietor of 
thefe huts, had retired with tljeir cattle into the 
pafTes and valleys of the neighbouring moun- 
tain ; and I purpofed to feek them there. But 
as it was too late to continue our fearch imme- 
diately, we deferred it to the next day, and 
made preparation for paffing the night in the 
cabin in which was the mill. Our fires, for 
want of wood, were made with dry cow-dpng, 
of which we found abundance ; and I took 

care 
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tore to keep feveral burning, in hopes tliat the 
mafter, if within fight of them, would have the 
xrurioilty to cdme the next day, to learn who 
were his new guefts. 

The next day, however, no one appeared, and 
we found ourfelves obliged to continue our 
fearch. But towards what point we (hould direfl: 
oiir courfe was a queftion that puzzled me. Cer- 
tain, at leaft, that it muft ftill carry us farther 
and farther fronfi my Encampment, I refolved 
to fend thither one of my people, with orders 
to bring my waggon and cattle to the place 
where I was. Befides that the ground here 
was lefs parched, the little fpring would be 
fufEcient for my cattle ; for it undoubtedly 
promifed to be more abundant than the hole 
which my dogs had begun, and which W2Lt 
probably already dried up. At the fame time 
.1 ifTued an exprefs injunction, to prevent my 
cattle from feeding on the fields that had been 
fown. 

While my orders were carrying to the en- 
campment, I proceeded with my company to* 
wards the great chain of mountains, hoping 
that there, being confiderably elevated above 
the adjacent country^ we fliould eafily difcera 

the 
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the abode of the proprietors of thcdefertedkraali 
The road was difencumbered of obftrudioni. 
•It was beaten by the footfteps of the herdfmett 
and their cattle, from the cabins to the loftieft 
fummit. My eye could trace it winding along 
the fides of the mountains, lofing itfelf oc- 
cafionally in their hollows, and again re-afcend- 
ing the more prominent parts, to terminate in 
the plain at the top. 

At any other time I fliould by no meani 
have thought of attempting fo long and labo* 
xious a march, and even now I was fenfible of 
all its difficulties. Leaving out of the account, 
that it would coft us a whole day's toil, and 
that perhaps to no purpofe, I had reafon to ap- 
prehend, that the fatigue of it, in our prefent 
cxhaufted ftate, would be more than we could 
fupport. Befides, if there were really Bofh- 
men in the mountain, I (hould evidently ex- 
pofe my troop, by entangling it among the 
rocks, where it might be attacked to the great- 
eft advantage. I was well aware of all the 
force of thefe refledions ; but at the fame time 
I was more ftrongly impreffed with the cer- 
tainty, that we could not extricate ourfelves 
from the diftrefs in which we were involved, 

4 ' but 
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but by the difcovery of fome human twlngar, 
from whom we might obtain affiftancc : and 
when a finglc rerource only prefents itfelf, k 
would be folly to think of its dangen 

On the way we met with an opportunity of 
killing, on the fummits of the rocks, a few da-, 
mans, or dama anf elopes, which we deftined for 
our fupper. We had brought with us a fmall 
quantity of water from the i]pring, bccaufe we 
had reafon to fear we (hould find none on th(6 
mountain, and in fa£l its tbp was a vaft parched 
plain. We arrived on it after having labori^ 
pufly climbed its fides, expofed to the fcorch- 
ing heat of the fun j' and when there, we (liH 
fufFered from its rays become nearly hori* 
2ontal, without finding fo much as a tree to 
afford us fhelter. But it is needlefs to fay, 
that this was not the principal care that occu- 
pied my thoughts ; our firft anxiety being to 
explore with our fight the country around, in 
order to difcover what, with fo much pains^ 
we had' come thither to feek. 

The piercing eyes of my favages permitted 
tio obje£t they could take in to efcape thern^ 
They fcrutinized paOes, valleys, plaifis, and 
taountaind, with the flriCtefl attention* A kind 
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of emulation indeed (eemed to have a^ifeii 
among th^m^ ^ho ihould firft ^ifcover a bu^ 
nan being, or a herd of cattle. But, alaa! 
the very exadlnefs of their refearch ferved but 
tp afflii£t U6 themc^e. Webeheld^ on all fides, 
nothing but the difcouraging pidure of a frights- 
fill folitude. Neither man nor beaft was to b? 
fcenj and we appeared to be left alone in 
the world. The plftintiye cry of the dama 
antelopes was the only found that met our 
cars. 

♦ At this period the confternation becanic ge*- 
neral. I myfelf even was dpftitute of hope ; 
which at leaft I had hitherto pr?ferved, ^midft 
all our calamities. In vain did I exhort my 
poor defponding friends to prepare the ante* 
lopes for their repaft ; in vain did I urge them 
to drink of the water we had brought: they 
refufed to eat, left it fhould oblige them tp 
drink, and they refufed to drink, left it fhould 
increafe their fufferings. 

For Ibme time, it is to be obferved, our 
w^ter, having been uniformly brackifh, had 
fwelled our mouths, and afflided us with ex* 
treme pains and additional drought, which had 
become our conftant ftat? qf fufFering. That 

of 
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of the preceding evening had particularly ag« 
gravated our diflrefs; becaufe, dying with 
thirft, and feduced by the appearance of a 
fpring, we had ipdulged ourfelves freely ia 
^drinking it This had inflamed our tongues, 
our gums, and even the infide of our throats. 
In fuch a ftate of the fauces, it is eafy to con« 
ceive, that the continued ufe of fuch water, in<* 
ftead of refrefhing us and allaying our thirft, 
would tend only to increafe the inflammation* 
Some of my Hottentots had ventured to moiften 
their tongues with it on the. road, and it gave 
them the fame burning fenfation as a cauftic 
would have occafioned ; it is, therefore, by no 
means furprifing, that they felt refpe(fting it 
the dreadful horror which thofe feel for water 
who have been bitten by a mad dog. 
^ At length, having perceived nothing, and 
the fun difappearing from the mountain, wc 
fought for a convenient place in which to pals 
the night. We kindled a fire behind a large 
rock, that we might not be difcovered by the 
Bofhmen, and betook ourfelves to refl:. All 
my Hottentots, fquatting round the fire, with 
their elbows refting on their knees, and their 
cheeks on their hands, preferved that melan* 

choly 
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clioly filence which is the ufua! effc<3: of ex* 
treme ddpondency* At laft they laid them- 
felyes on the ground, and prepared to fleep j 
feeking thus a monjentary refpite from evils^ 
which would revive but the more iacutely* 

Like them I had ftretched myfelf dfb oa 
. the earth ; but not poflefling the fame faculty 
of calling at will fleep to my folace, I gave my- 
felf up to the alarming refle£l^ons which my 
horrible fituation naturally induced. At one 
moment I reproached myfelf for that ignis 
fatuus of hope, which had led me to brave fa 
many dangers to no purpofe, and drawn me 
away more than eight leagues from my camp : 
at another, I contemplated with forrow the 
«nhappy companions of my journey, con- 
demned to fuffer every want with me : thea ^ 
cafling my thoughts on myfelf, and feeing no 
remedy under my diflrefs, I wifhed for death, . 
and thought only on the means of haftening 
its approach. But the extreme of defpair oftea 
borders on the extreme of happinefs. 

About an hour after midnight, Klaas, al- 
ways the fame, always thinking of me, and 
ever on the watch' to give me fome agreeable 
intelligence, drew near on afudden, and, in a 
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Toice indicating the palpitation of hope, ia« 
formed me, that he perceived flafhes of light- 
ning in the horizon towards the weft, and that, 
the clouds appearing to gather over our heads, 
we fhould infallibly have a ftorm* Though 
we had been deceived in the plain by a falfe joy, 
more cruel even than the certainty of our mis- 
fortunes, I could not avoid giving credit in 
fpite of myfelf to the report of Klaas ; and, 
half opening the cloak in which I was wrap- 
ped, to confider the appearances of this ap- 
proaching ftorm, I perceived that it was on the 
point of burfting over the mountain, and that 
we {hould not fail to partake of its benefits. 

it was not long before I heard the found of 
fome large drops of water, the welcome^ har- 
bingers of a copious rain. All my fenfes, in- 
fiantly expanding with fatisfaftion and joy, 
again unclofed themfelves to life. I threW ofl" 
my covering, and ftretching myfelf on my back, 
with my mouth wide open caught with de- 
Kght the drops'which happened to fall into it. 
Each was the moft refrefhing balm to my 
parched tongue and burning palate. I can 
fafely aver, that the pureft pleafure I ever 
tafied was at that delicious moment, purchaied 

by 
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by fo many fighs and fuch contitxued fufferipg; 
It was not long before the rain poured dowct 
on all parts : for three hours it fell i?! torrents, 
its noife contending with that of the thunder, 
which ceafed not to roll over our heads. All 
my people were running to and fro in the 
ftorm, feeking and congratulating one another 
with an air of triumph, at finding themfelve$ 
thus unexpectedly bathed : they were beings 
re-animated : you would have faid they endea- 
voured to fwell out their bodies, as if to offer a 
larger furface to the rain^and imbibe the more 
of it. For my part, I found it fo agreeable to 
foak myfelf in like manner, that, in order to 
retain the grateful coolnefs more effeSually, I 
refblved not to take off* my clothes. The cold, 
however^, of which at length I became fenfible, 
obliged me to depart from my refolution, and I 
ftripped myfelf completely, and again crept 
under my cloak. 

So much happinefs could not end in forrow. 
An eaft wind arofe to difperfe and carry away 
from us the remains, of the clouds; the fky 
refumed its clearnefs ; and the fun, which the 
evening before had ferved only to parch out 
bodies, now feemed to rife merely to repair 

the 


A F R I C A. 17 

thp damages of the ftorm. On awaking^; 
each found himfelf a very different man ; we 
were completely revived, and one of the firft 
effedis we experienced from this' unhoped-for . 
change was a devouring hunger. Thus dif- 
pofed, what a refource did we find in tho/e an- 
telopes, which the evening before we had fo 
much defpifed ; and what an eager appetite at 
once fucceeded to the univerfal difguft we had- 
conceived for them ! 

While we were employed . in making the 
neceflary preparations to drefs them, I difco- 
vered with furprife, that one of my people was 
miffing; As it was poflible that he might have. 
loft, himfelf in the neighbourhood, I fent one 
of his comrades in queft of him j but he having 
returned without finding him, I began to be 
^uneafy j and for this 1 had the more reafon, as 
no one could tell me whether it was before or 
after the.ftorm that he abfented himfelf. Our 
uneafinefs was foon changed into alarm, and 
each endeavoured to account for his difap- 
pearance. The caufes they affigned were, 
however, the reverfe of confolatory : according 
to fome, he muft have been aiTaffinated by the 
Boflbmen ; and according to others, deftroyed 

Vol. ir. ' C by 
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by {ovm wild beaft, probably while going in 
ftarch of water. 

Both thefe conjedures appeared to mc 
equally improbable. We had been 'wand^ing 
about th* mountains a whole day, without 
difcoverifig any where a fingle Bofliman^ or 
the leaft trace of one. Eefidcs, fuppofing/ a 
horde of thefe robbers to exift in fome of the: 
pafleS', what likelihood was there, that they 
could have attacked him without our perceiv- '* 
ing it, as Jantj^, w^hich was Tii's name, would 
certainly have defended himfelf, and called for 
^ffiftance. Tliefame reafoning would equally 
apply \o the other fuppofition; Carnivordus" 
animkfs inhabit only fuch drftriAs as abound 
in gime, Vhens they find of tourfe a ready 
fupply of food. This was not the' cafe here,- 
and accordingly we had found not one fero- 
cious Animal. Thus, therefore, I was peir- 
iuaded, that Jantje had neither been carried off 
by the Bofhmen, nor devoured by a wild beaft. 
I had far more reafon to apprehend, that, 
Wearied of the laborious and painful life he 
had for fortie time led, he had refolved toquit 
me, and had ftolen off in the night ; or that, 
worn out with want and fatigue, incapable of 

, refia. 
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I'efifting any longer fo many ills, he had gone, 
exhaiifted and dying, like the ^ wild beafts, 
to yield his laft breath in fome fequeftered 
corner. 

Thcfe gloomy prefages appeared to me more 
natural than thofe of my companions, yet they 
were not better founded. While .they were 
contending for theirs ; and I, from motives of 
prudence, concealed mine ; they perceived 
Jantje xunning towards us, with extended 
arms, and making thofe figns ufual among the 
favages when they hare any great news, either 
good or bad, 4o announce. 

On his arrival he informed me, that, 
the ftorm in the night having reftored his 
ftrength, he availed himfelf of h to endeavour 
to render me a fervice. He had flattered him- 
felf, that the darknefs would enable him to dis- 
cover any fires that might be kindled in the 
furrounding valleys, and with this defign he 
quitted me. " I rambled*' added be, " all the 
" night, without perceiving any fire ; but at 

< 

" day-break I obferved, about a league off, a 
** flock of rfheep coming from a kraal, and 
" fpreading over the plain. My firft thought 
*' was to go and fpeak to the keepers, of whom 
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" there were three; but as I did not knpw them, 
" and was alone, I thought it more prudent 
*' to come and inform you, .to know how you 
** would ad." 

In the ' extremity to which T was reduced, 
nothing could he more fortunate for m^, than 
the news ^annooinced by this Hottentot.- His 
comrades heard the relation of his difcovery 
with . traafports of joy- They fqueezed his 
hand to thank him ; they carefled him after 
their fafhion, and requefted me immediately 
to proceed towards the ihepherds. I alfo, in 
my turn, paid him my warmcft acknowJedge- 
tnents, and praifed his acutenefs, hiis pr^udence, 
and his zeal. \ 

' It was not enough to have efcapjsd for the 
moment from the agony of third : it was ne- , 
ccffary to efcape, as 1 -may fay^ from the ^e- 
fert, by finding fome means of getting out of 
it; and in thefe we could be inftruded ortly 
by the flhepherds. Guided by Jantje, we pro- 
ceeded with alacrity towards them: but, not* 
withllatiding our general ardour, my. Hotten- 
tots found, here, and there on their road baits 
to feduce them frora the purfuit, in the pools 
of rain-water, which the ftorm had repofited 

'in 
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in the cavities of the rocks. They were never 
tired of admiring thefe beautiful bafins of li- 
quid cryftal, the tranfparcncy of which was 
unclouded : they were all eager to tafle of it j 
and if one of them difcovered a new rcfervoir, 
he called his comrades, who, joining in his 
ecftafy, failed not to tafte of it alfo, and found 
its water ftill more copious, more clear, and 
more delicious than the preceding : mere chil- 
dren, who feemed to intend by drinking now 
to quench the third that fboulcj occur tc-morf 
row, 

I had an interior fenfation of pure del'ght 
in feeiog thefe unfortunate Hottentots laugh 
and amufe themfelvps with our paft misfor- 
tunes, and, fatisiied with the prefent, difmifs 
all care for the future, jMy mind w^s fixed 
upon the future ; hut I was not inclined to 
difturb their tranquillity.. Meanwhile one 
thought ftrx)n^ly fuggefted itfelf to me, and the 
hope that it conjured up in my mind completed 
the charm I felt in thefe fcenes, j^s fimple as 
they were afiedting. The numbej of refervoirs 
we found on ouf road, convinced me that the 
ftorm had extended a great w.ay : a;nd I had 
every reafon to conclude, that, coming fro li 
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the weft, It muft have watered, before it rcaehed 
us, not only the plain where I had left my 
camp, bat have filled the refervoir near whieli' 
toy old Swa'nepoel remained^ with his font 
men. Every inftant I reprefcnted to myfclf 
their joy : I deprfkcd them alfo as forming the 
fame confolatory cbnjedtures with refpe6l t<^ 
me, and thanked them in my mind for theif 
generous attachment, 

' At length we arrived at the place / where 
Jantje had feen the flock, but frnce the mojrn- 
ing it had removed, and we perceived it at a 
diftance advancing along the ridge of a hilL I 
went ftraight forward to the fhepherds, "who 
informed us, that they were in fa£t part of 
the horde of Klaas Bafter, to whom one of them 
oflered to condudt me. 

. The approach of a company like mine was 
calculated to alarm thefe men ; and I fancied 
that I perceived in them, as we drew near^ 
fymptoms of uneafinefs and furprife. But X 
foon quieted thrir apprehenfions^ by making 
my people halt j and I fent forward Klaas with 
the fhepherd who h^d offered to accompany 
us. I direded them to inform Rafter, that I 
Jiad brought him a letter from our common 

frien4 
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Kectti Col<»el Gqrdoq, an4 that I*, like hijcck, 
was aa uiquifitive tar^vf Ucr, dcfijous of feeing 
the couxittf. 

The nam,e oJt ^Gordon diflipated every fear. 
Prefeatly J permyed xn^j arobaflaldor return- 
ing witJU.a ivclHookiag mjulatto, by the fide of 
vrhom was .^uoth(^r^ lower in ^iiturej^ and M$ 
dignified in appearance* The fprmcir was ^laas 
Bafter, the name of xhe Utter was Piet. They 
«r€re hroth«m. They ^qcofted Hie with &ank- 
nefa, and took me hy the hand i^ the Dutch 
mode ; ^ fear they had acquired the ipaanoers of 
the Dutoh^ as wefll a^ their la^Qguage, ivvhich 
they fpoke extremely welU , I (ieliY.<^red tp 
them the Coloners ktter:: i>ut bcxc their 
fcienoe W2is at a fta&d j nieither of ;th?m. could 
read j and the letter w^ rieturn^id t^ we, as 
fyon. m received. 

The CQionel had defired them to do every 
thiftg for me, that wight he in their p9weT ; 
but ^ hecftuM notforefee the diftrefe to which 
I ihould he redded, he had of qouffe not been 
able to fpecify the kind of fervice I (Ijould need, 

Ic was veryt|gfy,hQ\gev^i'fo%me tovfi^pply w hat 
'.was wantiiag in th? l^ttrj .and^e.cprdingly with 
my eyes- iixed oii the p^pei-, 1 read to them a 
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long catalogue of my wants, and ventured 
boldly to demand of them, in the Colonel's 
name, all that he might have alked himfelf, had 
he known my fituatlon. 

[The weight of this powerful recommenda- 
tion I endeavoured to augment by other ar-» 
gumcnts,- in the cdurfe of converfation. As 
we proceeded towards thp kraal, I related to 
the two brothers all the difafters we had expe- 
xiehced fince our departure from the Elephants- 
River ; the defpair to which we had been re-p- 
duced for want of water, when, the ftorm came 
to relieve- us ; and the whole feries of unfor- 
tunate adventures, which had obliged me to 
abandon my three waggons, and to leave my 
people and baggage difperfed upon the road I 
appeared a^ if greatly agitated, while I related 
all the obftacles that I found -arifmg at every 
ftep : and I was really much afFeSed ; for a 
fecret prefentiment told me, that thefe obftacles 
would fome day be multiplied to a degree 
that it would be impoffible for ipe to overcome 
them. '^ ' ^ ^^ * "'" - 

My misfortunes feemed'to int^eft the two 
brothers. They had liftened to the -narrative 
^ith attention, and- without 'iaterrupting tpe: 
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btit when arrived near the kraal, the elder fud- 
denly broke fiknce, and, ftriking the ground 
forcibly with his foot, " Do riot," faid he, ** be 
** caft down j in a few days your three wag- 
" gons, with all your people, l]>all be here." 

Agreeable as was this promife, it appeared 
to me not the lefe aftoniftiing. It ftruck me 
as too difficult a fafk for the waggons to ar- 
rive at the mountains where we were fituated ; 
for, though they were lefshigh than the ridge 
on. which we had paffed the night, ftiil they 
were v-ery confiderably elevated above the 
plain. However, as my hoft engaged for the 
execution of his defign, I could not avoid giv- 
ing credit to its pradlcability. When we had 
jentered his hut, Klaas Barter invited me to reft 
myfelf. He then renewed his promifes with 
ftill more energy ; adding, that at the prefent 
moment indeed he could not begin to carry 
them into effed:, becaufe his cattle were abfent 
in thepaftures5 but the moment they returned, 
his brother fhould fet off with all the oxen^ 
and as many men as were neceflary, to aflift 
6wanepoeland his four companions, to whom 
they fhould carry provifions, and whom I 
^jojuld foon fee. 

This 
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This expedition would b^ tidiogs of jay to 
my compamions in mi^fortujie, whom I had 
left at the laft plaqe of our encampment. Sup-* 
pofing that, from my former orders^ part- of 
them would have arrived at the fbuntain, to 
which I had directed them to repair^ I fent 
th^ee of my people to acquaint them wkh it ; 
and having dcme this^, they were to purfue the 
f oad we had taken, between the two chains of 
$aountain8» reconnoitre OliphantsrKop, and 
thence^ ftill following the track of my wag- 
gons^ proceed to infcwrai Swancpocl and his 
^ompantona, that they would foon receive af- 

liftance* 

. After dinner, . Klaas Barter employed hi$ 
people, with thofe of mine who were with me, 
to conftruft a hut for my ufe ; and towards 
the evening his brother dieparted from the kraal, 
to execute the plan he had formed. I gaire 
him two men armed with mufketsfor an e&ort, 
and alfo to ferve as guides : befides thefc, as he , 
paflcd the founitain, he was to take with him 
fome more of my people ; becaufe, having to 
load the laft waggon with fuch of the baggage 
as had been taken out of it and put into the 

pre- 
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preeeding one, a number of hands ^^ould be 
neceflary. n 

The time rcquifitc for thU journey would 
4Dblig€ me to ^fs fom^ days at the kraal ; ami 
it was pofiS^ble, that I might be under the ne-^ 
ceility of prolonging my fiay^ lince^ I could net 
aTOid giving my caravan, my horfes, and evea 
iny oxen, if any remained alive, fufficient reft 
to enaWe them, to recover £rom tfeeir fatigue. 
In this compcd£bry ihtte of inaviion, I bad na 
refource but liie cbace. Accordingly I em-* 
ployed the two following days in hunting ia 
the moiintains. with my boft and my guide. 
BoLrt the evening of the fecond day I experi* 
^^mced an agreeable furprile, when, as I ap- 
proached the kraal, I perceived my flag waving 
near the hut which bad been ere£led for me; 
my waggon and people having arrived in the 
€0urfe of the day. At this fight an involuntary 
.exclamatiop of joy efcaped me; and hope, 
which had long been banifhed from my breaft, 
entered it for the firft time, I even found 
thirteen oxen and both my horfes alive ; but 
thefe were all the animals, except my goats, 
which had furvived. 

por the reft, the cliace in thefe mountains 

promifed 
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promifed to afford me neither much fport, nor 
any very valuable fubjefts of natural hiftory. 
Game was very fcarce in them, and I faw 
hardly any thing but a particular fpecies of 
antelope, called by the Hottentots Jiaifi/i^ and 
by the Dutch klip-fprtngers (rock leapers), of 
which no author' has yet^ given a perfedl !de- 
fcription. 

The kdinjl has received from the Dutch the 
appellation of klipfpringer on account of the 
eafe w^ith which it leaps from rock to rock ; 
and indeed of all the antelopes there is no one 
equal to it in agility. It is about the fize of a 
kid of a year old, and of a yellowifh grey co« 
lour ; but its hair has this peculiarity, that, in- 
ftead of being rounds pliable, and firm, like 
that of moft other quadrupeds, it is flat, harfli, 
and fo little adherent to the fkin that the 
flighteft fridion makes it fall off. Nothing is 
more eafy, therefore, than to deprive this ani- 
mal of its hair : dead or alive it is the fame ; 
to rub, or even to touch the animal is fufEcient. * 
I have often endeavoured to preferve the fl?:in 
with the hair on it of thofe I have killed, but 
I could never fucceed j for, whatever care I 
took in flaying them, the fur always came oflf 
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iQ fuch quantities,' that the fkin was not worth 
keeping. 

Another peculiarity of this fingujar hair is 
its being extremely fragile, fo that if you take 
a tuft of it between your fingers, and twifl; it 
%yith^the -dther hand,, it will break like the 
^barbs of a feather. This property, however, 
belongs not exdufively to the hair of the kainfi\ 
. for I have obferved it in the hair of other qua- 
drupeds, which in tl;ie fame tnanner live among 
the rocks. 

The antelope of which I an\ fpeaking differs 
from the other fpecies alfo in. the fliape of the 
foptj.which^ inftead of being, pointed like tlidrs, 
is rounded at the ,end ; and as it is always ac- 
cu.ftomed, both in leaping and walking,, to 
tread with the point of the hoof, without reft- 
iagatall pn theheel, it leaves a printdiftinguiflv- 
able from that* of any other antelope in Africa. 

Its fleih is:exquifitely flavoured, and much 
fought after, particularly by the hunters. Pan- 
thers and leopards too are equally fond of it ; 
and I have been told by the Hottentots, that 
thcfe animals unite feverjil together to hunt 
the kainfi,* and, when it takes refuge on the 
point of fome fteep rock^that one of them will go 

to 
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to live bottxani to xvaic for bis pt«)% >rhile the 
others advance, and oblige it to leap -from ite 
xetneats. . For my part^ 1 cantiot credit thefe 
|>i^eiuie(! aCibciatlotiis of animals of the tiger 
kind, all erf* which ai^eacca&omed to live foli^ 
tatily, and to hunt each for himfelf; nor have 
Lfeea any wild bcafts, ^except the hyana, the 
jackal, and xht dog, jOli^i with others of their 
Ipeciesi, march in comparaes; and form fdheibes 
cdT {tian^euvring, either in thedifcovery or pui*- 
fuit of their game* ^ ' 

The chace of the kainfi is very amuling. It 
is true, it is fcarcely poffihle to hunt it down 
with dogs, as it foon efcapes them by means 
of its inconceivable agility, and gets out of their 
Heach on the point of fpme detached rock, 
where it will «remain whole hours fafe from all 
purfuit, and fulpcnded, as it were, above the 
abyfs. But in this fituation it is excellently 
jflaced for the arrow, or the ball of the huntf- 
man ; who is commonly certain of fhooting it 
at pleafure, though he is not always able to 
<ome at it when killed. 

I have oftep been plealed with the excefliye 
a6:ivity of the kainfi, and once in particular 
was witnefs to a moft aftonifhing inftance of it. 

3 Iwas 
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I Was hunting one of thefe animals, when, 
froiii the nature of the place, it found itfelf fd 
preOed by my dogs, as to be on the point of 
being rtin dotvft and taken. There wei^e -ap- 
pai'ently no. means of efcape^ fince before 
it wits a Vftft pei^pendicular rock, by which its 
coui^ Wa6 neceflarily flopped. In this wall, 
however, which appeared to me perfectly 
fmooth, was a little ridge, -proje<fJ:ing at moft 
iiot above two inches, which the kainfi quickly 
perceived, and, leaping upon it, to my gretft 
aftonifliment kept itfelf firm. I imagined, 
that at any rate it muft foon tumble down 5 
and my dogs too fo fully expeded it, that they 
ran to the bottom of the rock, to be ready to 
catch it when it fell. To hafteti its fall, I en- 
deavoured to harrafs it, and make it lofe its 
equilibrium j and for this purpofe I peke4 it 
with liones. Ail at once, as if gueffing my 
^efign, it colledled its whole ftrength, bounfded 
over my head, and, falling a few paces from 
me, darted away with the utmoft fpeed. Not- 
withftanding the rapidity of its flight, it would 
have been eafy for me to have (hot it ; but its 
leap had fo furprifed and amufed me, that I 
gave it its Kfe. Its ftratagem fuccecded only 

with 
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with . my dogs^ who, confufed at (te^x^ i% 
cfcapc^ (iid not return to me but wilh a fpecies 
of {^^mt. 

Except the kainfi, I faw no other game 
throughout the whole chain of mountains, 
byt':fom^ ddflen, or dama antelopes; and.th^ 
breed ofthefeis not numerous, becaufe the 
eagi^, arid.Qth^r birds of prey, which inhabit 
the m\)iHVtains, prevent their multiplying. 

. The 'mode of hunting obferved by thefe 
trariiivorous fowfs, is a euriou§ fpe£lacle« 
Ferched.onthe.loftieft fummits and thefteepeft 
rocks of the mountains, they wat<:h their game 
* ifrom afar, and their acute fight enables them 
to .difcover it at a vaft diftance. If they: per- 
x^eivjp one of ihefe aptelopes among the rocks, 
they dart uppn it with the rapidity of light- 
niiig, feize it before it has time to recover its 
hgjje^ and carry it off to their eyry, either to 
deVcur ;it themfelves, or to deliver it to the 
talons of their hungry young. 
. , Thefe vultures, and other birds of prey, en- 
gaged my attention much more than the fmall 
.quadrupeds I have mentioned. Having always 
the increafe of my colledion at heart, I hoped 
here to meet with an,, oppojtupity of adding 

to 
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to It foiiie liew or interefting fubje<3:s, ahd my 
wifhes were not difappointed. But how was 
I to get withiq fhot of thefe birds without their 
perceiving me ? And if they did perceive mc^ 
there was no probability of my coming near 
them. My only method was to conceal my* 
felf among the brufliwood, near a place where 
there was plenty of dama antelopes^ and to 
Wait with patience till the birds darted on 
tnefr prey. This device fuccecdcd j and I 
was indebted to it for feveral new and fcarce 
birds, of which I {hall give a dcfcription in my 
ornithology. 

In this diftrid I killed^ among others, a vul- 
ture, of a pale yellowifli carnation (blanc ifa'^ 
belle). The Dutch planters call it witte^kraai^ 
(the white crow) : though it is far from being 
a crow, and is certainly a vulture. By the Ni- 
iniquas it is q2X\^^ ouri-gourap \ another very 
common bird in thefe mountains, of which 
alfo I fhall fpeak hereafter, and which is allied 
in its charader both to the vulture and the 
crow, and forms between them an intermedi- 
ate .genu$. Its plurtiage is black ; but, having a 
white patch on the hinder part of the neck, 
it has thence^ in the colonies, ueceived the ap- 
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i^dXzxXonoi ring'hals'kraaiy (ring- necked crow). 
It is rare, however, at the Cape, though very 
abundant among the rocks in queftion. I have 
denominated it the cprblvau. 

Thefe various excurfions in purfuit of game 
afforded me many adventures, fome of which, 
perhaps, would not be unamufmg to the reader ; 
but I fhall only relate fuch as may in fome de- 
gree contribute to the improvement of natural 
hiftory, and this is my inducement for reciting 
the following particulars. 

One evening, when I had returned at aa 
early .hour to the kraal, one of Klaas Barter's 
herdfmen came haftily to inform, us, that he 
had obferved/ two elephants flop on a neigh-* 
bouring heath. Scarcely any news could ba 
more interefting to me than this. It recalled, 
to my remembrance all the pleafure I had re- 
ceived in my firft journey, from hunting thefe 
animals in the Auteniqua country; and the 
two mentioned by the herdfman appearing to 
indicate an intention of palling the night in the 
place where they had be^n feen, I had every 
reafbn to promife myfelf, that I fhould come 
up with them before they quitted ;it. It wa^ 
refolved, therefoie, that We ihould attack thenpf 
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at day-break; and, for this purpofc, I imme- 
diately melted fome lead, to cail fuch balls as' 
tve wanted. But Klaas BafterV fufee would 

•v. 

not (hoot ftraight ; and, to bring it into a propex* 
ftate, he fperit a confiderable time in firing at 
a mark^ according to the abfifird.cuftom of the 
country- 
More than a pound of my powder was 
wafted in this manner-; yet this citcumftanc6 
grieved me much lefs than the imprudence and 
obftihacy of the man, who could not be igno^ 
rant that the noife of this continued popping, 
augmented and- repeated by the numerous 
echoes of the mountain, muft alarm the ele- 
jpbants, and induce ;them to retire. This w^as 
exactly the cafe. The next day, guided by 
the fliepherd, and accompanied by fcveral of 
my Hottentots, we proceeded with all poflible 
pfecaution to the heath: but this precaution 
was lifclefs; for the two animals had quitted the 
place, aiid we faw no marks of them, ejccept 
their dung and their footfteps. However, f 
was ftiU not without hopes of ovexlakibgtfaeiii, 
as their footileps pomtdd out the., meads of 
jfiurfuang thern^ if I Were inclinad fo to do; 
atultlitt wii Q» ref<>lution I adopted* 

D 2 We 
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We rambled a long while ovfiit the moii 
tirefome ground, and had* frequently to leap 
from one piece of rock to another, and fcramblc 
over the mouldered fragments of the moun- 
tain. With my mind lefs occupied, I fliould 
have enjoyed this tremendous fpeftacle, where 
cxhaufted nature wants ftrength to" renovate 
herfelf* How many fucceflive centuries have 
exercifed their devouring teeth on thefe for-^ 
midable barriers ! Thus every part of the globe," 
one after another, becomes the prey of time ; 
or rather the globe itfelf perpetually waftcs 
;away, and melts infenfibly in the bofom of 
fpace. ^ 

After a very fatiguing walk, made up of 

turnings and windings, we at length perceived 

behind a little hill the two elephants of which 

we were in fearch : and, tq add to our good 

fortune, the fituation. was fo favourable, that 

:we could approach within gun-»fhot without 

:being perceived, Klaas Bafter and I feleded 

leach his obje£t» Mine, which was a femalle, 

(SSrop^fid inftantly. ^ His was a male : it uttered 

"iib vdieadful a cry as- tcmake us fliudderwith 

Jfear, and raa two hundred pac;e$ before o^^ fell. 

My Hottentots followed it ; add che moment 

^ '• . * they 
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tbey" perceived it ftretched on the ground, I* 
heard them exclaim repeatedly^ and with* 
every demoriftration.of joy,/a^x-)f(>^, pces^kop\' 
Aftonifhedat this exclamation, the meaning of 
which I did not Underftand, I defired Biafter 
to explain it to me. He anfwered, th^ipoeskop 
v^as (he name of a particular breed of ek«* 
phants, which had no tufks, and Were very • 
rarely to be met vvith ; and that hence anoTe • 
the fhouts of joy and furprife that burft from ' 
my people^ Thefe poes-kops^ he added^ though ^ 
dellitute of tufks, were much more dreaded ' 
than elephants provided with them, becaufe 
they were much more malicious. 

After a thorough examination of thefe arii-> 
mal«, 1 was fully convinced, that they were^' 
not a different fpecies of elephant, «s Bafter'* 
had afferted, but a mere variety, " or Itffus ha^ 
tura. Experienced hunteri have (ihce in- 
formed me, that, though the poes^Jhpi are very' 
fcarcc, they do not fail to meet with fome oc- 
cafionally, arid always deftitute of tufks, how- ' 
ever old they may be. That which my hoft ^ 
bad juft killed had not the lead appearance of 
tuiks ; and moft certainly would never have 
had any j for, as I hfive already oKei'ved, the 
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tufl^s Mgin to fc« tifible irt deplunte 9t tlw^ 
e^rlif ft age. . I h^tve in my cqlleiiion tWQ> 
t^keji frpm 4 fucking elepji^nt, probably, qot 
more tb^a tHree or. four months old, wljtiijhi 
xSMforeiaaJ.y two inchea and, a half in ledgth^ 
This is a peculiarity, however, in Africa o.nly,. 
ajid bynoTO^ans in othpr^ countries; finceit- 

ia^as Tare to find an elephant .with tulks ^inithft 
iflaatd of GcylQia,>s without. them ^t the Cape- 
of Good-Mope. Of ihk fa6t - 1 have been afr - 

{xfjred by pf^fdas, who have refided thirty yearg 
in the ifland, apd w^rf conftantly prefent at all 
the elephant-h^iJ^t^s, which take plaice there at- 
ftated and regular periods. Among a huj>dr^4 
elepliahts ts^ken on thofe occafions, t(> , find 
tvvo with.;tufks would be a phenomenon ; and 
cf t^iofe. furniihed whh fuch.inftrumentjs of 
defence, the. tufks would not w^igh more than 
fifteen or t^futy pounder. The females of tj\e 
country of ^i^luch I am fpeafcing nevef iheyjJt 
the jeaft v^ftige of any ; while at the Gapeof^ 
Oood-Hppc!: they are never without them- qfra. 
larg^ or fn^aller fize^ and even the old m^les 
have formidable weapons ; fpr it is hy ho 
means uncommon to kill one of tbefe with 
tufks, each, of a hundred potiirtds. weight, and 

there 
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there have been fomc in the Company's ftore- 
houfes weighing as much as a hundred and 
fixty pounds, as I have been aflured by fcveral 
perfons of credibility, who had the charge of 
things of this nature. 

Are the elephants of Ceylon then a different 
fpeciesfrom thofe of Africa? I think they are 
not. At the fame time it is now proved, that 
the rhinoceros of India is of a different fpecies 
from the rhinoceros of the Cape^ fmce they 
have diftinft charafters, by which they are 
completely difcriminated from each other : but 
the fame circumftance remains to be ihewn 
with refpe<9: .to the elephants of the Cape and 
of Ceylon. The planters and Hottentots, who 
have had opportunities of meeting with or 
kilKng poes-kop elephants, affared me they were 
all males. That which we had juft killed was 
ten feet four inches high (French). To judge 
of its age by its grinders, which were very lit-- 
tie worn, it muft have been ftill very young. 
The female was not more than a foot fhorter, 
and was the largeft I had ever feen. Itif tu^ks 
weighed twenty pounds each. In the courfe 
of my journey, however, I met with larger 

D 4 females, 
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females, the tulks of which weighed a third 
more, ' 

This extraordinary bulk in animals iuhabit- 
ing a country fo fterile, and that affords ofily 
brackifli water, excited in me confiderablq 
feftoilifhment. ; I obferved, too, that the cattle 
of Bafter were remarkably large and ftrongi 
-1 his double fad: led me to a very fimple re- 
fledlion* While I traverfed, in iny precedr 
ing journey, the country of the Caffres and 
the land of Auteniqua, I every where beheld 
enchanting fpots, paflures always green, and 
magnificent forefts with rivers and brooks in 
abundance:} no country indeed could in ap- 
pearance be more favourable to graminivo- 
rous animals, whether wild or tame ; never* 
thelefs they are there flow in growth, and 
never attain more than a middling fize and 
ftature.^ On the contrary, . in the .country, in 
which I now was, the breeds both of wild and 
tame animals were extraordinarily large jnot«- 
wuhftanding water, befides its brackilhnefs 
which i have already had too much occafion 
•to notice, was very fcarce^ and its dry »fands 

afforded only meagre plants,; with ^ foJ^^ ^ 

grafs 
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grafs ,x»11ed .the bofli men's grafs. Hence I 
was. naturally led tp fuppofe, tjbat in watery 
countries the juices of vegetables are too aquer 
ous and deficient in nutriment. Perhaps too 
the earth has veins producing different juice^ 
fnore or lefs nutritious. Hitherto I had . beea 
induced to believe, that a Tandy foil, of what- 
ever kind, that of the Nimiquas for example 
inufl produce falts injarious tp the plants 
growing on it, and confequently prejudicial to 
cattle 1 and that, on the contrary, the delight- " 
ful countries of Auteniqua and Caffraria, tnc 
foil of which Is good and well watered, muft 
furniili in abundance the juices beneficial to 
life : but I abide by the fadt, more certain 
than any conjedures, and leave the taffc of 
inveftigating its caufes to any one who may 
choofe to undertake it. I fhall only remark, that 
I have generally obferved land too much wato:* 
ed produce herbs that, are acid, which cattle 
not ufed to them refufe. The colonifts term 
fuch foWs/ure-vIai/e (four land). 

Before we quitted our two elephants, I de- 
termined to extradl the tufks of the female. 

« 

My Hottentots begged me to carry away the 
chines of the animals alfo. Thefe two ope- 
rations 
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rations confumed the remainder of the daj^ 
and obliged us to pafs the night in the midft of 
this huge flaughter-houfe. Thofe delicious and 
Tare morfels, the feet, were roafted as ufual in 
the embers. Every one was adive in prepar- 
ing this feaft, for it was long fince we had^ 
favoured any thing like it. The choiceft mor- 
fels being allotted for the mafter, while the lefs 
dainty chines gratified the more hungry, every 
gueft falling to with much joy and appetite, and 
good water being plenty, nothing was wanting 
to this celebrated fupper, but the certainty of 
making a fimilar one every day. 

Thus diverting my leifure hours, I divided 
my days between the pleafure of hunting, and 
that of acquiring from the two wandering bro- 
thers more accurate information refpefting the 
country which I intended to traverfe. But 
the moft agre'eable day to me was unqucftion- 
ably that on which I faw all my efFeds arrive 
^t the kraal of Klaas Bafter, and my people 
aflembled around me. Every one was eager 
to teftify his joy: every one endeavoured 
to outvie tht left in reciting all the anxiety he 
had felt on account of my dangers : and I was 
obliged to attend to this ovefflow qf protefta- 

4 eiqn^ 


/AFRICA. 4^ 

tia&si It «?aa irlth particul:^ pieitAire (fiat I- 
embraced Swantpoel. The good dd maa 
had defpaired- 'o£ ever . filing ' me agaln^ and 
yet had rsmaanqd fiitiiful to hie poft. Stnce 
mj depart i3se^ .he ^nd his oompaiiy had partly 
lived on a pafan antelope, which he had killed on 
its coming to drink at their refervoir. Luckily^* 
the ftornj^ which we had experienced on ^ihe 
mountain^. extended 'alfo toth^m, and Infure^ 
them a provifion of water for fome tiihe, hf 
filling th^r <^arn« They had evert recovered 
one of my oxen, which I had left dying o« the 
rpad, Relifexed from its thirft, and revived by 
the rain, the animal had prccecded oh it& way^ 
a,pd, guided by the fires which they bad Jcept 
burning, had actually rejoined lhem« Swane* 
p(\el had flattered himfelf, that .he fliould'alfb 
f(e again tbeithree doga which had quitted me: 
b.ut thtjy nev^r appeared, . and no doubt rt^ 
ijiain^ in %\\q defert^ where thejr became wild. 
BiiU; what'gav:e him tnoft uneafmcfs in his little 
q^m^p was, the frequent attacks of the liona 
and hyaenas* The carcafes of the oxen I had 
l?ft on the.roiad had attraQed by their fraell 
f^ . confiderable . aflemhlage of thefe ravenous 
bpaftsjthe fier^enffs and number of which were 

a fubjedl 
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a Aibje6: of very fcrious alarm to bis 
coiQpaiiyp ; 

My caravaja beiag aflembled required of me 
frfQi cares, alIid|ioiis!Attentiofi,and of courfe a 
more fedentary life. It is truc> tbe chain of. 
Qipiintaiiis oot abounding with animaliv ^ ^^^ 
days were fufficient to procure me every ad^* 
ditioQ J could make to my coUedion ; fo that 
I hunted only by way of varying my occupar: 
lions, or avoiding idlenefs's and veiy foon an 
Qvent> which I was far irom fu^ei^ng, obliged 
Hie to give it up entirely. 
-: One day as I was ranging the Valleys with 
igay gun, I iaw sA a diftance a female mulatto, 
whO) inount^d on an ox, which fhe managed 
graccfiiHyy appeared to bp proceeding to the 
kraaL She was drefled in ihxs Hottentot 
mode, and was condu(3ed by a man, who I 
knew belonged to the horde of Ki^s Bafter, 
As foon as her guide perceived me, he pointed* 
me out to iher, and ihe immediaftfely put her 
animal upon the trot to overtake me^ Aocoft-' 
iDg me in Dutch, fhe alighted, and reqiiefted 
me to accompany her to the kraal. It was a 
fifter of my hoft, yet unmarried, and living la 
a diftant horde. On the day of my arrival, he 

had 
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^ad feat an ^xprefe to his fiftef to inform htf 
of It ; and ihe, having her curiofity exched^ 
haftened to^ fee me. She was a vtty charming; 
woman; not poiTefled indeed of the flender 
fliape or ingenuous fimplicky of Narina ; on 
the contrary, a. flight degree of corpulency wa^ 
prejudicial to the agility of her motions, and 
iie had all the airs and coquetry incident to, thd 
remembrance of diftlnguiihed birth; for flie 
was not born a fitvage, and no doubt laid claim 
to a far fuperior nature^ 
: Her father was an: European, who in his 
yduth had gone over to the Cape, and who^ 
firft in the fervice of the company^ aiid next of 
a farmer, had contrited, by his labour ^nd 
induftry, to form to himfelf a pretty confider-« 
able efiablifiiment, about five-and-twenty of 
thirty leagues off, on the banks of the Groene* 
Rlyier (green river). At firft he had cohabited 
with a Hottentot woman, by whom he had 
Klaas Baftcr, Piet Bafter, and their fifter. But 
growing vain in proportion as he grew rich, h% 
hecame . afliamed , of his wife, and feparated 
from her to- marry a white- The latter 
brought him feveral children, two of whom^ 
boys, the one twenty, the ojher twenty-two 
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years of agt, lived in the fame houfe with him ; 
but being, as well as their mother, at enmity 
with him, they contrived to lead him a moft 
wretched life. 

Theie young men were not only afliamed of 
their mulatto brothers^ but had fo perfecuted 
^nd haraffed them, as to oblige them to flee 
from home. Their (ifter had repaired from 
choice to the Hottentot horde of her mother. 
The two Bafters, attached to each other by ties 
of friendfhip as well as confanguinity, were 
unwilling to feparate, and had firft formed a 
fetdement together more to the fouth in the 
plain. They had cleared fucceffively two eXf 
eellent fpots, from both of which their rela-* 
tion^ had driven them by force,at the fame time 
killin.g part of their cattle. Frequently they 
had been favage enough even to beat and 
wound poor Klaas, who was the principal ob- 
je£t of their animofity. At length, to {hun 
their fiiry, he had agreed with hi& brother to 
come and fettle among the mountains, where 
life hoped to be more eafily concealed. Hav- 
ing both married Hottentot women, they 
formed, with their family add the people ^• 
fached to f hem, who were all Telalions, a horde 
• - . compofed 
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compofed of (ixteen or eighteen huts. Klaa$, 
however, lived in perpetual difquietude ; al- 
ways afraid of being difcovered and furprifed 
by his cruel brothers : and this was the caufc 
of the alarm which the fhepherds had teflified^ 
when I appeared with my troop. 

As his brothers refided at the Namcro, Klaas 
was in fome meafure at their difcretion j and^ 
to fay the truth, I was afloniflied at his remain^ 
ing in their neighbourhood, fince he expected 
to have his days finifhed by a mufket ball, as 
he hrmfelf aflured me, which would have hap^^ 
pened long ago had thej^fiot more than once 
milled their aim* Pitying his fituation, I was 
defirous of bringing about a reconciliation be- 
tween him and his family, as a return for the 
Services he had rendered me ; and, as I was to 
paid through the diftri^i; they inhabited, I 
.formed the deOgn of effeding this purpofe* 
Its fuccefs appeared (q certain , that I hefitated 
not to offer my mediation to the unfortunate 
Bafter, and went fofar as even to pledge my- 
felf for the ratification of a treaty of peace, if 
he would but accompany me. He appeared 
fcnfible of the motive that prompted my offers } 
but he defpaired of the poffibility of mollifying 

the^ 
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the hatred of his implacAIe relatiotis, atid fd-' 
C{uefted of me, as a particular favour, if t 
fhould fee them on my journey, not to men- 
tion his name, and even to conceal from them 
that -I had feen him. 

Thefifter, both fromhernatural difpofition^ 
and the mode of life fhe had embraced, ap- 
peared to be perfeilly happy. Her day^; 
ivhile I Was with her, were fpent in frolic and 
merriment. She was above all extremely cu- 
rious. My waggoris and equipage fo occupied 
her attention, that fhe was continually examin- 
ing them. I had not a piece of furniture or a 
fingte implement of Which fhe Would not know 
the name and the ufe. To pleafe her, I was 
obliged to open and empty all rrty bdxc^ ; and 
£he fufFered not theleaft bundle or the fmallefl 
drawer to efcape. Refpeding myfelf, alfo, fhe 
Was inexhauftible in her queftions ; and fre- 
Cjuently put to me fuch fimple and frank ones, 
;;is almoft to render me curious in my turn. 
My beard, which as yet was not very large, 
was a fubje£t of fingular amufement ; • fhe 
handled it without ceremony, toyed with me 
in all ways, and told me, that in her eyes I 
was handfomer than the handfomeft Hotten- 

tott 
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tbt. I thought her alfo very well £ot thfi 
place where we were, and indeed flie was the 
Ventis of the country. The fcantinefa of hci 
attire left great part of her charms expofed td 
vieW} but ihe thought no more of indelicacy 
in exhibiting, than of modefty in coticiealing 
them, A man of lefs temperance would havd 
had no faVoiir to alk, and no denial to fear* 

Meanwhile it Appeared ftrange to me, that, 
being defcended. from .^ white parent, and 
having it in her power to live among whites, 
and fettle herfelf in a habitation like her fathered, 
(he ihould renounce fuch an advantage* This 
remark I made to her, and afked what motive 
fhe had for preferring the wandering life of 
the Hottentots, arid adopting a cafte lefs re- 
fpedable than that in which fhe was born. 
Her anfwer aftonifhed me. It was rational, 
and appeared to originate from a fort of na* 
live philofophy which I certainly did not ex- 
pe£t to find in fo giddy and volatile a head. 

" It is true I am the daughter of a white 
" man, ' faid fhe, " but my mother is a Hot-* 
" tentot. Thus allied by birth to two dif* 
" ferent races, I had to choofe with which of 
" them I would live.- - You know the pro- 

Vol. IL E *' found 
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" foi|nd contempt which the whites entertain 
*' for the blacks, and even for thofeof a mixed 
" breed hke myl^lf. Ta fettle among them 
" was to expofe myfiflf to daily difgrace and 
*^affro0t8, or to be reduced to live alone, foli- 
" tary,and unhappy j while among the Hot* 
*• tentots I was fure of finding a welcome, and 
." of .bsing treiated with friendiliip and efteem, 
" What, let me afk, would you have doae in 
" my place ? For my part, between certain 
" friends, and undoubted enemies, I : faw no 
** room to hefitate. . I preferred happinefs tf} 
" pride. Among your planters I fhouLd have 
*' been overwhelmed with humiliations : a- 
** mong thofe of my mother's complexion I am 
" happy. Efteemed and refpeded, and per- 
** fe<9:ly free, I am in want of nothing. Elfe- 
" where I flxould have fhed tarreats perhaps of 
"tears: here I laugh all the day long; and 
** you may judge from, my difpofition whether 
*' I am content." 

Thus fagacioufly did my pretty mulatto 
reafon ; and if her playfulnefs and frivolity 
fometimes teafed me, to balance the account I 
was frequently aftoniflicd at her good fenfe. 

One morning as £he was rambling round 

my 
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say waggons and tents, Ihe fuddenly called to 
Qie aloud, and putting into my han^d an egg 
not yet cold, *^ Here/' Ikid ihe, " this belongs 
" to you. ^But let it teach you to be lefs neg- 
" ligent, and do not a^ain let it be ncoeflarjr 
** for me to wait upon your heels, and giv« 
" you leflbns of vigilance." 

The egg had been found in a bulb, where 
it had been laid by the hen, which, when I fet 
put Upon my ffccond journey, I had givcp as a 
companion to tny cock. In reality, neither 
I nor ^y people fufpe<3;ed, that, after a jour- 
ney in which (he had fo much fufFered from 
want and fatigue, a few days reft were fufi. 
ficient to recover her fttength, artd enable 
her fo foon to give me eggs. This^ however, 
was certainly not the firft. At leaft I faw 
pear the neft fragments of broken ihells, which 
proved that others had been laid. 

It was poffible, that a weafel or fomc fuch 
animal had come unknown to us, and devour- 
ed the produce of my hen ; but there was a 
culprit neartr at hand that might be fufpeded 
with more appearance of probability. This 
was my ape. Such is the efFed: of a reputation 
defervedly loft. If any crime was committed 
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to which gluttony was the incentive, if any 
theft of eatables was difcovered, Kees was in- 
ftantly accufed, and the accufation was feldom 
unfounded. 

On this occafion I was defifous of fatisfying 
myfelf whether I was right in my conjecture : 
and the next morning I kept on the watch, till 
the hen fliould inform me by her cries of having 
laid. Kees was then on my waggon : but no 
fooner did he hear the firft cackle of the hen, 
than he leaped upon the ground, and was run- 
ning to. the egg. Stopped unexpededly by 
my prefence, he affcdled a carelefs attitude,' 
balanced himfelf awhile on his hind-legs, and, 
winking his eyes with a filly air, walked back- 
ward and forward feveral times before me ; in 
ihort, he employed all his cunning to takeoff 
my attention, and deceive me refpetling his 
defigh. Thefe hypocritical manoeuvres con- 
firmed me in my fufpicions ; and prefently I 
was convinced of the truth, when, to deceive 
him in my turn, pretending to turn my back 
on the bufti, I (aw him dart towards it and 
bear away the egg. I ran after him, and ar* 
rived juft at the moment when, having broken 
the (hell, he was fwallowing its contents. It 

will 
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will readily be prefutned, that the knave did 
not cfcape unpuniflied for his crime. Yet, fo 
incorrigible is a perverfe difpofition, that my 
corredlion, fevere as it was, had no efFedi ia 
curing him of the pradlice. 

An ape is in reality an intradable animaU 
It is true be poflefles fuch power& of inftindl, 
that he can often render important fervices ; as 
mine did to me on more than one occalion. 
But if he has invention, and becomes, ufeful, 
it is always for himfelf and not for yoii that 
he labours. Certainly no animal upon earth 
is fo dexterous, or perhaps fo artful. Yet if 
you attempt to employ him in any exercife or 
any work which is not voluntary, you will 
find him dull and awkward. It is only by 
dint of hunger and blows that you can difci^^ 
pline him to certain tricks: and of fome faults 
that are natural to him it is impoflible to cor- 
re£l him. He is lafcivious, gluttonous, thievifh^ 
revengeful, and paflionate ; and if he has not 
the vice of lying, the favages fay it is becaufe 
he does not choofe to talk. 

Perfuaded that I fhould never change 
the nature of mine, and never get an egg, 
unlefs I kept him chained up all the morii'r, 
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ing, I endeavoured to beat him at his owd 
weapons. For this purpofe I trained one of 
my dogs to run to the neft the moment the 
hen gave notice of having laid, and bring me 
the egg v^ithout breaking it. This was done 
in a few days: but Kees, wlien the fignal 
was given, ran as well as he to the neft. A 
eonteft then arofe, and often it was not the 
dog, though the ftronger of the two, that car- 
ried the day. If the dog was fuccefsful, he 
ran with joy to bring me his prize, while the 
ape followed growling and threatening with 
his teeth, till I had'^ taken the egg ; when he 
appeared to be confoled for the lofs of his prize, 
by finding that his antagonift did not enjoy lU 
If Kees was the vidor, he ran up into a tree, 
and, having fwallowed' the egg, threw the 
fhell at the dog, as if by way of defiance, 
who returned with a look of fhame that in- 
formed me of his mifadventure. 

Thefe details may appear trifling to many 
Mho wtll read my work folely to criticife it j if 
indeed they do not criticife without reading it : 
but to others, perhaps, they wilf be more ufeful 
tl'ian tbofe tirefbme defcription^, thofe end- 
Icfs aciounts which are frequently given of aa 
4 inf^dt, 
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infc£l, or 4 part of an infed, and the dimen- 
fions without number of an animal. To me 
it is pleafing to begin my journeys again ; to 
think, to feel, and obferve all that I. have 
feen, thought, and felt in the courfe of them* ; 
leaving to great geniufcs to contemn thefe 
trifles : and 1 take the greater pleafure in them, 
becaufe they keep me at my own level. Such 
at leaft has ever been my plan — Plan did I fay ? 
I have none : nor could I ever difcover what 
fcienc^ there is in writing a book. Mine, 
however, if it i§ one, will always have this 
great advantage in my opinion, that of not 
being made on purpofe ; and this is the reafon 
why I would not even think of it. I have fo 
often talked over n>y travels; that it is not dif- 
ficult for me to write them : and any one of my 
friends who has a good memory, and has 
heard me give an account of them, might eafily 
and in the fame manner v.^ite them for me. 
Such are the whole of my literary pretenfiohs. 
As to the moft celebrated part of travels, new 
obfervations and difcoveries, fomething Qf the 
Jsind (for fuch there muft neceflarily be) will 
be fpund in the particular defcriptions of the 
new fubjedl3 I acquired in Africa, which I 
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fhail foon lay before the public j but let no one 
exped, as 1 have already obferved, geometricQ-" 
microfcopical demonftrations. I (hall enlarge 
with pleafure on the manners and habits of the 
animals with which I have lived : the mod 
fimple obfervation of this nature will afford us 
more happy and certain conclufions, than the 
examination of their fmoking and dumb en-* 
trails ; — that abfolure quackery, calculated to 
deceive its ignorant admirers, and often, which 
is ftill worfe, the learned themfelves. 

I fhall more particularly attend to the eflen- 
tial parts, and of thofc parts ihall confider 
chiefly the forn^s. With regard to the aqimal 
altogether, that is tp fay its external appear- 
ance, a fimple defcription, affifted by an accu- 
rate figure, will always be fufEci^nt to dif^- 
tiPiguifh it, and prevent it from being con- 
founded with another : but God forKid that I 
fliould ever employ my time in meafuring the 
length, breadth, and thickners of every tooth 
of a quadrupede, in giving the exa^ din^erU 
fioq$ of the apertures, of the eyes and of the 

» 

noftrils, ^he magnitude of the hole of each 
vertebre, the circumfrrence and diameter of 
the apusj thp thicknef^ of the return, the 
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fize of every inteftine, and the comparafi^ 
length of the hair in all the different parts of 
the body. So much fcience is afluredly. be- 
yond my fphere ! 

I arrived at the horde the 23d of Jiily» and 
had been there eighteen days. I began to 
languifli with impatience, and was defirous o£ 
refuming my journey; but eager as I was to 
be gone, I had thought this ftay neceflary to 
reft and recruit my cattle. My horfes had 
already refumed their ftrecrgth and fire. Of 
thirteen oxen which my people had brought 
with th(fm, feven were tolerably recovered; 
but there were fix of which I defpaired. There 
is no cloven-footed animal in which the vital 
powers are more flowly reftovated than in the. 
ox. Having no cutting teeth in the upper 
jaw, it can pluck up the grafs only with it$ 
lips, which, being thick, will not allow it to 
crop the fhort and fucculent blades of the 
young fhoots. If fatigue does not leave it 
fufficient ftrength to ruminate, when it meets 
^ith forage of indifferent quality, its, ftomiach, 
fpf want of this fecond and neceifary maftica-* 
tion, has to exercife its digeftive faculty or 

imperfedjy 
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itftpcrfedlly comminuted graft, incapable of 
affording due nourifliment. 

My people, well fatisfied with the idle and 
quiet life they led in the horde, entreated me 
td remain a few days longer, to give my fick 
02?en time to be perfe£lly recovered. But my 
patience was exhaufted : I preferred r?^ther to 
leave thefe oxen behind mp: and though I 
bad every reafon to expert a continuance of 
drynefs and misfortunes, as my journey was 
pi a contrary direction to that of the feafons ; 
though prudence directed me to return to the 
Cape ; and though there was fcarcely any thing 
but falfe fhame which induced me to perfift 
in my fchem^, I refo|ved to refume my path, 
and purfue my excurfion to the Nimiquas. 

At the fame time my health was far froni 
being in a perfeft ftate, and I ftill feU fome 
inconveniency from an accident whigh had 
eonfine4 tne a week to my tent. 

Among all the remarkable plants of this 
canton, that which moft fixed my attentioHjj 
was a fpecies of thorsy geranium with large 
flowers, which the Nimiquas call nouvap. This 
geranium h^s a peci^lmr property : all its in- 
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fernal part completely decays in time, wliile 
the bark remains unaffeded. In this ftate its 
trunk and branches are perfedlly hollow : the 
bark aflumes a certain degree of tranfparency, 
and the colour of fine Flanders glue ; and, if 
thrown upon the fire, it doed not burn like 
wood, but fhrivels up and twifts like a piece 
of catgut. 

Some of thefe geraniums bear white flowers^ 
others yellow : but they are only varieties of 
the fame fpecies ; for I have found flowers of 
both colours on the fame (lock. * 

Among thofe with which I was furrounded 
I found a very beautiful one, of which I made 
a drawing ; and when I had finiflied it, I im- 
prudently threw the original out of my tent, 
near my waggon. At night, called up by 
a natural neceffity, I alighted from my wag- 
gon, and, not thinking of the geranium, leaped 
barefoot upon it, fo that one of my feet was 
plunged in its thorns up to the ankle. The 
pain I felt was fo great, that I gave a loud 
fcream, which brought all my people about 
me. They found me fupporting myfelf on 
one leg, while the other was nailed to the 
thorny trunk, without my daring to make the 
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lead motion to extricate it. The word of the 

« 

affair was, I did not know how to free myfelf 
from this implement of torture j for I could not 
move the thorns from my foot on one fide 
without plunging them deeper into it on the 
other. At length they lifted me from the 
ground, reclining me a little in a horizontal 
pbfture, and then tore away the plant at one 
jerk. 

This was a fevere operation ; yet I bofe it 
patiently, believing ir would be the laft of my 
fufferings, ^nd that nothing more would be 
wanting to my cure, than to ftay the inflam-, 
mation. With this view I directed my foot 
and ankle to be wrapped up in a poultice of 
herbs and milk, which the Hottentots made 
for me ; and went to bed, not doubting but I 
fhould be able to walk as ufual the next day. 
To my great aftonifliment, however, the day 
following I found my fufFerings much in- 
creafed ; and my foot, leg, and even thigh 
were fo extremely fwollen, that I could not in 
the. leaft move them. Klaas Bafter and his 
Hottentots, feeing me in this ft ate, aflerted that 
the plant was polfonous, and that nothing 
could cure me but baths of warm milk. Thef^ 
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I employed, and I remained a week without 
quitting my bed. O^i the eighth day the 
IWelling was completely gone : but, though 
I could ftand on my foot, the leg was of a 
greenifh-brown hue j and more than threef 
months eJapfcd before it refumed its natural 
colour. My people called the plant, after my 
iccident, gift^doorn (poifon-thorn). • 

Such was the (late of my health when I 
pufpofed to depart. Every caiife of uneafineli' 
affailed me at once, and on all fides I beheld 
fubjeflbs of alarm. I had procured by batter 
from Klaas thirty Iheep, to form a new flocks 
Defirous that, like my other animals, they 
fhpuld acquire a habit of not wandering from 
my camp on my journey, I ordered them ta 
be kept with my goats near my waggons and 
tents for fome days. But flieep were not the 
cattle of which I had moft need. How could 
I fet out on my expedition with only feven 
oxen fit for fervice, when I wanted three com- 
plete teams ? 

' The horde was too far diftant from any 
^fettlement for me to flatter myfelf with buy- 
ing any in the neighbourhood. In reality I 
had depended upon Bafter: but he, having 

begun 
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begun to clear fome ground for ttc purpofe 
of fowing the grain neceflary for the confump-, 
Uon of his horde^ wanted all his oxen. The 
utniofl; I could obtain from him by the moft 
urgent folicitatioa was one teanu *^ Do you 
^ fee thofe lofty mountains of Camis ?" faid he ^ 
to me : " you will there find as many as you - 
^ want. Your conveyance thither fliall be 
** my bufinefs. I will fend my brother to con- 
•* duft you : he ihall take with him as many 
^ men and oxen as your waggons require ; 
^^ and when hehas put you intOja fituation to. 
^ procuire freflh cattle, he flxall then return." 

Circumftanced as I was, I could not defire a 
more fatisfadory offer, for it afforded me the 
means of continuing my journey. What in- 
deed could Bafter do more ? Or what more 
could I afk of him ? Yet I had ftill another wifli 
at hearty and that was, to take my hoft himfelf 
with me. I was going to traverfe the country 
pf the Grpat Nimiquas ; and I knew that he 
had vifited thofe people, was known to moft 
of their Jhordes, fpoke their language fluently, 
and of courfe might be infinitely ferviceable 
to me in my intercourfe with them. The 
difficulty was to prevail on him to accompany 
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tne: I had often felt his pulfe upott the CaU- 
jed:, but had found him always draw bick j 
notwithftanding he hadalready travelled thither 
twice^ once with Colonel Gordon, and agaifi, 
with the Englifli traveller Paterfon *. At length 
I attempted to gain him by means of his (ifter, 
his fifter-in-law, and his wife. Thefe I brought 
over to my party by a few prefents ; and thejr 
fucceeded fo well, that he had nothing farther 
to objed but the fear of being met and attacked 
by his brothers. But upon reprefenting to 
him that, furrounded as] he would be by my 
people, and under the protedion of my arms 
and theirs, he had nothing to apprehend ; and 
afluring him, that if they dared approach my 
camp, or attempt any a<ft of violence, I would 
write inftantly to Colonel Gordon, to demand 
their being puniflied by the government; he 
at laft yielded to my rfequeft. 

Our terms were foon fettled. They were 
four rixdollars a month, as much tobacco as he 
chofe, and hardware fufficient to purchafe x 
few oxen when we (hould arrive among the 

• ■ 

* Who has putliflied an account of his travels, which 
has been tranflated into French- » 

Nimiquas. 
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Kifiiiquas* However, though Be afccepte4 
thofe terms without hefitation, arid even with*- 
out aiking me to make any addition to them^ 
J perceived that he was by no means flattered 
with them* In reality they were little to a 
man poffefled of eight hutidred iheep, and 
more than two hundred Oxen, and who con*. 
fequetitly, in his fituation, might be deemed 
rich* But when t offered him a daily allow* 
ante of brandy alfo, he could not contain him*- 
ielfforjoy. Living, as he did, far from the 
colony, he' had had few opportunities of drink- 
ing this kind of liquor, yet was he paffionately 
fond of it; during my ftay with him I had 
t)ccafionally treated him with a little ; and of 
all the means of operating upon his mind, tfus 
was the moft- powerful. 

He added one condition, however, to our 
agreement, which was, • that I fhould conduct 
him back again to his horde: a condition 
which a little thwarted my views j for though 
the obftacles which were continually arifing; 
made me almoft defpair of the fuccefs of my 
journey, I ftill retained the wifli to accomplifh 
it. Meanwhile I refleded, thatif thefe obftacles 
in the end compelled me to trace back my fteps^ 

it 
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it would ooft me much lefs inconvenience to 
bring Bafter back with me. 

On the fuppofition that I fhould do thij, 
the family requefted me to employ my inteteft 
with the governor on my return, in behalf of 
his horde, and to obtain for them the liberty 
of carrying arms, which are forbidden to all 
the Hottentots, yet were neceflary to thefe, to 
defend them not only fron> the incurfions of 
the Bofhmen, but from the attacks of their re- 
lations, who had already often difarmed them. 
To this requeft I stcceded as inconfiderately as 
I had done to the former ; though indeed it by 
no means expofed me to a breach of promife, 
for if I fliould not have it in my power per- 
iboally to folicit this favour, I could at leaft do 
it in writing, and on parting with Bafler could 
give him letters of recommendation to Colonel 
Gordon and the new fifcal. 

In the mean time I gave the horde ten pounds 
of powder, with ball in proportion, and left 
them a fufee for their defence during the ab-, 
fence of Baften This gift was the more 
agreeable, as the horde had long been in want 
of ammunition. I alfo made fome prefent to 
every individual belonging to it ; the women. 
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ra particular, were not foigotten ; biU the (iftcr 
afked one favour of me for which I was not pre- 
pared. Three days after my arrival at the horde, 
one of my bitches had brought me a litter of 
eight whelps. As, I am firmly of opinion, that 
nature never errs, and that a mother can afford 
nourifhment for all the young (he produces, 
however many they may be, unlefs particular 
circumftances deprive her of food, I did not 
deftroy any of thefe whelps j they might here- 
after become ufeful to me, and replace both 
thofe I had already loft, and thofe of which 
future accidents might deprive me. The 
mulatto was about to quit me ; and^ as a laft 
tefUmony of frlendfhip, flae begged of me oae 
of my puppies, which at lirft I refufed ; but 
fhe was fo urgent, that I was obliged to com- 
ply with her requeft. How indeed could I 
refufe the fifter of two men, to whom I and 
my people owed our lives ? 
. On the tenth of Auguft I refumed my jour- 
ney. My intention was to pafs the night at 
Poes-^kop-Heuvcl I which was the name we 
liad given to :the^ place where the elephants 
were killed. The carcafes of thefe animafe 
were 4riGt -yet wholly confumed j and whether 
.* - . * * • It 
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It was the fight or the fmell of their remains, my 
ox^n took fright, and were fo unruly in their 
traces, that it became neceffary to unhamels 
ihem as quickly as poffible. The inftant they 
were at liberty, they fet oflf on a gallop towards 
the horde, and fome of our company were 
obliged to run after them to bring them back. 

Already, in the morning, when they were 
firft put to the waggons, they had fliown them- 
felves reftive, and it was not without difEculty 
that we harnefled them. The fatal confe- 
<}ueQcS's that might arife from fuch dangerous 
freaks prefented themfelvei to my mind, and 
jnade me ftill more regret the lofs of my old 
teams. To how many accidents fhould I be 
expofed from animals fo badly broken in ! 
This was a new fubje<ft of inquietude. Hap- 
pily, however, all I fuffercd this day was in 
apprehenfion. Thefe cattle, which gave me 
fo much reafon to fear for my people and 
my waggons, foon became gentle, ' and even 
travelled with eafe twenty-four leagues in 
the next three days,, acrofs mountains and 
through execrable roads, where we only once 
met with water, and that horribly bad. For- 
tunately we foimd fome in the^ trenches of 
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Black-Thorn river (Swarte-Doorn Rivier/^ 
where wc encamped on the third day at noon* 
This was bordered with very large mimofas all 
along; its courfe. 

Having, while the cattle were unharneffing, 
proceeded forwards to examine the place, I 
iaw, with equal joy and furprtfe, a waggon 
guarded by fomc Hottentots. I aceofted, and 
put feveral qucftions to thefe men refpefting 
the motives that brought them thither. But 
my joy was foon converted into uneafmefs, 
when they informed me, that the wag^n be- 
longed to Piet Pinar, who had taken them into 
his fervice, and with vyhom they w^ere juft ar- 
rived. Pinar was the great hunter, the famous 
ranger of woods, of whom I have before 
fpoken, and v;ho is mentioned in Paterfon's 
work. He had travelled with Colonel Gordon^ 
and at the moment of my departure from the 
Cape, he had come and offpred to accompany 
me alfo : but his cbaradter had induced me to 
refufe him, for. the reafons I have elfewherc 
.given, and it was with real forrow I now met 
him on my way. 

Hovvever, he rendered me one kind bf fer- 
Vice. As he gave out at the Cape^ that he 

was 
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Was going to hunt elephants among the great 
Nimiquas^ Serrurier, who fiicceeded Boers in 
the office of fifcal, had hoped that he would 
fall in with me, either on the road or among 
thsLt people, and had accordingly given him a ' 
letter and a packet for me. 

The packet came from Holland, and was 
fent by Temminck, who, defirous of having 
in his cdlledlion a peculiar fpecies of hornbill, 
requefted me to procure it for him, adding, 
that it was to be met with in Africa, and that 
he had inclofed me the beak of one that I 
might not miftake it. Temminck was per- 
fedlly right. The hornbill which he men- 
tioned was in reality an African bird, and 
pretty frequently feen on the eaftern coaft : but 
it is fo wild, diftruftful, and difficult to ap- 
proach, that it muft always be very fcarce in 
tollediohs. During the whole' of my firft 
journey, I had it in my power to fhoot only a 
fingle one, which was in! the country of Au- 
teniqua : and, as if I had foreknown my friend's 

• • • • 

wifh, I had been e«^er to pay him the com- 
pliment of it, and had already fent it him by 
Boers. The defire expreffed io his letter en- 
hanced in my eyes the value of this hornbill, 
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and I felt a pleafure in imagining, that at the 
very moment, perhaps, when I received his 
requeft^ the bird he fa much wanted was 
adlually in his hands. 

The news which Temminck fent me of 
Holland, and Serrurier of the Cape, were 
highly gratifying in my prefent fituation, but 
I would rather have received them by. other 
hands than thofe of Pinar. My meeting wifh 
him feemed to forebode me no good; I was 
alarmed at his being in my neighbourhojpd j 
^nd my fears, as will be feen,, were but too 
l^trell founded. 

Though Pinar had followed a different track, 
his journey had not been more fortunate than 
mine: like me h^ had experienced the cala- 
mity of drought and want of forage; -but as he 
had but one waggon and few people, he had 
extricated himfelf from them with lefs diffi- 
culty. I was obliged to liften to the tirefome 
and endlefs tale of his prowefs, with which I 
will not trouble the reader, for never was ftory 
told with more prolix;ity; though, after the 
fervice'he had juft ren4ered me, I could not 
avoid hearing it. 

Accordirig to his own account, he was re- 
pairing 
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pairing to the country of the* great Nkaiqu^fej- 
with no other defign than that of hunting 
elephants, and trading in ivory. But I knew 
the adventurer too well, to truft his decla- 
rations. Befides, I had feen of what his bag*- 
gagc confifted ; and being myfelf aifo a tra* 
veller, I knew that elephants were not killed 
with hardware, tobacco, and brandy. His 
real and fole objed was to trade in cattle ; and 
he had talked of hunting fchemes only to blind 
the eyes of Adminift ration, and avert fufpicion. 
This requires to be explained. 

The trade with the favages in cattle is 
among thbfe which the Company has refer ved 
exclufively to itfelf; and this fpecies of traffic 
is prohibited under very fevere penalties. But 
in countries fo remote from the fuperintend- 
ance of Government, how is it to be prevented ? 
And when it wants even the power to enforce 
the execution of its other laws, is it to be ex- 
pe<^ed that thofe relating to the revenue Ihould 
remain uninfringed ? The prohibition in 
queftion too is more cafily eluded, becaufe no 
one is particularly charged with enforcing it ; 
and becaufe every body befides is interefted in 
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the fraud, fo that certainty of profit Is added to 
that of impunity. 

Meanwhile, were thefe contraband traders 
guilty only of infringing the fifcal laws, the bu- 
finefs would be a trifle. But what daring ini- 
quities, what horrible crimes, dp they not com- 
mit ! A few colonifts, well armed, aflemble to- 
gether : then, falling fuddenly on fome folitary 
horde, they compel thofe who compofe it to 
bring them all their cattle, from which they 
fele<9: fuch as may fuit them, and^give in return 
what they think proper. What can poor fa- 
vages, to whom fire-arms are unknown, do 
againfl: fuch formidable banditti ? If thiy at- 
tempt to refift, or even venture to complain, 
their lives are in danger. .Accordingly, no 
fooner is it known that a party of fuch fmug- 
glers is out upon an expedition^ than they 
haften to remove their herds, which they 
fend into the woods and mountains, where 
they keep them concealed. This is the only 
mode they have of prefefving them from 
plunder, and to this the favages all have re- 
courfe. 

Often have I arrived at a horde without 

findv 
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finding fo much as a finglebeaft ; for, judging 
of me by others, they had taken me for on<t 
of thofe pretended cattle-merchants, whofe 
prefence is a real calamity. To remove thefe 
unfavourable prejudices, it was requifite for 
me to remain fome time with the favages, that 
they might know mfe better, or learn froni my 
people the motive of my travels. When this 
was done, their confidence revived : they re- 
lated to me the abominable criqies perpetrated 
by the wretches with whom I had been con- 
founded : I faw their cattle re- appear ; and, if I 
wifhed to purchafe any, I was left to make 
choice among them^ and they were all at my 

difpofaL I dealt on honourable terms, and 

» 

paid honeftly for what I purchafed ; and at my 
departure I had the confolation to hear thofc 
lips, which had hitherto beftowed execrations 
only on the whites, confefs that there were 
fome among them who did not deferve to be 
hated.' 

I certainly did not fufped Pinar to be one of 
thefe purchafers at the fword's point* No doubt 
he meant to a£t differently, as he was the only 
man of bis colour, and carried with him the 

three 
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three articles of mcrchandife particularly in re* 
4]ueft among the favages ; hardware, brandy^ 
^nd tobacco. Yet I feared the diforder and 
neglect of difcipline which fuch a man might 
introduce into my company ; and he foon con^ 
vinced me that my apprehenfion$ were not 
without foundation* He had brought with 
him . three barrels of that inferior kind of 
brandy, which is made and fold by the colonifts: 
but, from the fondnefs he Ihowed for it, his 
cargo would be confiderably diminifhed before 
he reached the Nimiquas, That very evening 
he took fuch a dofe, as completely to drown 
the little fhare of fenfe he poflciTed ; and, in 
this ftate, his cafks were left at the difcretion 
of the Hottentots, who regaled my whole ca^ 
ravan with their contents, fo that before night 
both his people and mine were as drunk as 
himfelf. In the midft of thefe difgufting re* 
vels, Pinat, though unable to fpeak plain, en- 
deavoured to feduce my Hottentots, and pcr^ 
fuade them to quit my fervice for his. The 
fight of the three barrels that were abroach was 
a powerful temptation j and I obferved an in^ 
ilant when their ancient attachment to me was 

on 
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on the point of yielding to the brandy, which^ 
by changing mafier^, was likdfy to be in theif 
powers 

The next morning at day-break they recom- ' 
menced their drinking, and plied it fo ftoutly^ 
that, before the cattle were hamefTed, all my 
people were drunk again, Klaas excepted, and 
three or four of his comrades as prudent as 
himfelf. It was neceffary, however, to fct off; 
and, to preferve my waggons from accident, I 
had no refource but giving the diredlion of 
them to thofe who ftill retained their ienfes* 
Swanepoel himfelf, who had hitherto merited 
fo much praife, was not in a condition to be of 
the leaft fervice ; for, unable to refift the inti- 
tations of Pinar, he had drank with him even 
more freely than the reft. In the mean time 1 
refrained from teftifying my difpleafure, till 
we were on the road. Mortified at my re- 
proaches, he was determined to convince me, 
that he could drive my waggon as well a3 ever; 
In vain did I order him to keep off: he cafne 
up ftaggering, and endeavoured, to jump upon 
the feat; but his hands and feet failing him at 
once, he fell, and while I endeavoured to ftop 
the waggon with my cries, the fore- wheel went 

dia- 
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diagonally over his body, and the hinder would 
have crufhed his head to pieces, if he had not 
mechanically moved out of its direction. 

I fuppofed him to be killed ; and my people, 
thinking the fame, were running to take hira 
up, when I faw him unexpededly rife of Him* 
felf, faying, at the fkme time, with a fmile, 
♦• Thcrc*s no harm done/* ** Wretch V* cried 
I, " you will foon find there is :" and I had 
fcarcely fpoken, when he fell fenfelefs on the 
ground. I ordered him to be laid upon the mat- 
trefs of my waggon ; the motion of which foon 
brought him to himfelf. Then it was he felt 
his pains, which, augmented by the fhaking 
and jolting of the vehicle, made him cry out 
jnoft piteoufly. It was, however, hnpoffiblc 
for me tp Hop. We had not found the leaft 
paftur^ge on the borders of the river near which 
we had encamped, Bafter expeded to be more 
fortunate near Green-River, which was about 
three leagues farther, and we haftened to get 
thither: bo^ we found this river as little 
abounding in water, and asdeftitute of herbage 
as the others yet fo fatigued were, our cattle 
that we were obliged to. halt to give th,em a 
little reft. 

I took 
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r I took advantage of this ftay to exaOilne the 
ftate. of the wounded Hottentot, and fee whc* 
ther any afGftance could be given him. When 
my people had undreflfed hiip, I found he had 
two ribs broken, the fractured parts of which 
formed even prominences under the Ikin. TTxus 
melancholily circumftanced, what was to be 
done? A chirurgical operation, dreffings ac* 
cording to the rules of art, and a proper regir 
men were neceflaryj whereas I had neither 
fkill nor medicaments, and was obliged, there* 
fore, to confign to nature this mangled beings 
or, in other words, to fufFering and death. He 
groaned horribly, and, wringing his hands, 
b^ged me to (hoot him through the head with 
a piflol, to end his torments. His fituation 
pierced me to the heart : but my pity was foon 
converted into* anger, when I learnt, that, 
while I was abfent for a moment, he had drank 
half a bottle of brandy, which one of Pinar's 
men brought to him privately. 

How did I then curfe the unlucky fortune^ 
which had thrown me in the way of this de- 
fpicable hunter, whofe intemperance I deemed 
the certain caufe of death to Swanepoel, and 
whofe prefence might occafion ftill other dif^ 
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orders, in my troop ! What fatisfadion wpuki 
it have afforded me^ to have been able to efie<3: 
a reparation j by remaining on the banks of the 
Gteen-River, and fufFering him to proceed 
before me ! But this reparation was impoiTible ; 
ibr the bed of the river havltig ttO Water, it 
was neceflafy to feek one that 6ould fupply us. 
Befides, as two of my teams did not belong to 
me, and were lent but to convey me to Mount 
Namero, it was incumbent on me to re mem- 
ber, that they were neceflary to the two bro- 
thers for the cultivation of their land, and of 
confequence that I ought to reftore them the 
moment it was prafticable* 

One reflc6lion, however, comforted mc 
under thfe diforders to which I was fo painfully 
a witnefs. If I had reafon to dread the prefence 
of Pinar, mine was perhaps ftill mpre to be 
dreaded by him. My frank and decided tem- 
p^ would not fuffer me to be filent refpedling 
any equivocal a6:ion or culpable condud. In 
the evening I had openly teftified. my difplea- 
fure towards this drunkard : before we fet off, 
I renewed my reproaches, in the moft firm and 
peremptory tone ; and I obferved that, fince 
cur encampment, he was abafhed and embar- 

raffed 
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raffed in my prefence, and appeared to fhun 
me J wliich led me to believe, that, if I fliould 
be obliged to proceed fome time longer with 
him, he would keep at a diftance from me and 
my people, and would probably endeavour, 
as foon as circumftances would allow, to quit 
me entirely. 

The next day we refumed our journey, ftill 
following the courfe of the river. After tra- 
velling four hours and a half, we found a con- 
liderable cavity in its bed, which, happily for us, 
contained water, and indeed fuflScient for the 
two caravans and all our cattle. We found in 
it alfo a few turtles, which my divers caught, 
and which afforded us a temporary refreflx* 
ment, equally pleafmg and falubrlous. The 
place where we flopped is called by the Hot- 
tentots Gariche. 

Swanepoel was ftill in pain, and defirous 
of having fome rhinoceroses blood to drink. 
This is a medicine in repute, I know not why, 
both among the colonifts and the favages. It 
Js reckoned excellent for luxations, fradlures, 
and inward hurts in general : but rhinoceroses 
are not to be killed when you pleafe, and I had 
none at prefent at my command. For want 
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of this blood, the patient drank plentifully of 
brandy, which Pinar affured him would of it« 
felf cure him. 

As I had fuppofed, that, after fuch an acci- 
dent, brandy would always be held by him ia 
deteftation, I was furprifed to fee him indulge 
in fuch fearful intemperance. However, I 
{hut my eyes on his excefles, coniidering him 
as one of thofc patients, who, being given over 
by the phyllcian, are refufed nothing, becaufe 
it is prefumed nothing can do them any farther 
injury. 

Who would believe that this deteftable re- 
gimen (hould have operated the effect which 
Pinar had predided ? At any rate it proved 
not to be injurious. The reader may argue 
as he pleafes on this miraculous cure ; and cer- 
tainly I fhould myfelf be far from recommend- 
ing in a fimilar cafe the fame praftice, not- 
withftanding the fuccefs with which I faw it 
attendfed j but whether it was the effe£l of the 
brandy, or whether nature alone, and the 
energy of the vital powers, united and copfp- 
Kdated the fradured bones, I cannot help de^ 
clarlng that my old drunkard was perfedly. 
cured, without drefllng, without bandage^ 

with- 
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ivithcmt any care, that he refumed his oflSce 
fix weeks fubfequentto the accident, and never 
experienced afterwards the flighted pain. 

Our courfe from theGreeh River had brought 
me nearer to. Mount Namero, and we began 
to find Qurfelves approaching the mountains of 
Camis, which majeftically role to our view, 
caftward of the country where Bafter had told 
me I fhould find a fupply of as many oxen as 
I wanted. I was accordingly eager to arrive 
there ; but having met in our way with a 
charming fpring, named Oog-fontyn (Eye-foiin* 
tain), the copious, fweet, and limpid waters 
of which promifed us an agreeable ftation, the 
two brothers, feduced by the coolnefs of the 
placfe, propofed to me to encamp there; and^ 
notwithftanding my impatience, I complied 
with their wiihes. In the evening, fome Hot- 
tentots of the neighbourhood, coming to fetch 
water from the fpring, were ftruck with the 
extreme fatigue of our oxen, and affured me, 
that cattle fo jaded would never draw my wag- 
gons to the top of the Namero, which I in- 
tended tQ crofs. This remarjc could not fail 
to give me uheafinefs ; and I therefore afked 
them what in this cafe it was l?eft for me to 
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do; « A Iktle way ofF" faid they, ** in th© 
*• mountains, is the habitation of Van der- 
" Wefthuyfen j fend - one of your company. 
" thither for a frefli team or two ; he can fup- 
" ply you, and certainly will not refufe/* 

At the name of Van der Wefthuyfen the 
two Barters trembled and turned pale : it was 
in reality .their father ; and the daiigers, which 
they had fuppofed at a diftance, we^e thus an- 
nounced to.them as ready to fall on their heads* 
The old man had been thought by them to be 
on the banks of the Green River, or at its 
mouth, where lay his pofleffipns j but the ex- 
treme drought and want of water had com- 
pelled him to retire with his cattle into the 
mountains^ where he had another fcttlenpent*. 
They were afraid, if they accompanied me. 
thither, they (hould meet their white brothers^ 
and be expofecl to frefli infults and injuries ;. 
and fo forcibly were they ftruck with this ap-* ^ 
prehenfion, that, without refledling on their 
engagement, or troubling themfelves about 
what would become qf me, they refolved in- 
ftantly to return with their cattle, and to leave, 
me, thus deftitute,jin my camp, with my teams>. 
xny waggons, and my people. 1 might eafiljr 

have 
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have convinced them of the improbity of fuch 
condud : but I chofe rather to remove their 
fears^ by promifing them not to take up my 
abode with their relations, nor remain at the 
iettlement longer than was neceflary ; and that 
in the meai^ time I would keep them concealed 
in my tents, fo that their prefertce fhould not 
be known. My promifes quieted iheir minds : 
they confented to keep their engagement, and 
remained with me« 

Conformably to the advice given me by the , 
Hottentots at the fpring, I fent an exprefs to 
Van der Wefthuyfen, to procure a relay of 
cattle, and the next day I received from him 
the teams that I wanted; When arrived on 
the height, I flopped, and encamped at a di« 
ftance from the houfe ; and the two Baflers, 
While I went to pay my vifit to their relations, 
took the neceffary precautions to remain con« 
eealed in my camp. 

They already knew me by report ; and Pinar 
bcHdes, who had gone oh before me, and called 
upon them, had given them my hiftory. They 
re<;eived me with the greateft civility, com-^ 
plained of me that I did not come, like Pinar, 
and take up my abode with th|cm, and re** 
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newed their ofFers of rendering me eveiy fer-- - 
vice in their power. The family? ccnfiifted of, 
two fbns, , one of whom was fix feet high*, 
and two daughters, one tall and haad£6me^ 
the. Other an idiot. Three of the- children 
oxx\y ^nd the mother took .part in the conv^t.. 
iation. The good man of the houfe^ feventy 
years of age, was reckoned As nobody, and.f^t. 
i^ a corner Uftening to what was faid without 
uttering a word. Under the pretence of fparing. 
his lungs, whixrh were at times a little afthmatic, 
flbe had long, fmce prefcribed for him the re- 
gimen of filence ; and whenever, he put ia a 
word, he was inflantly told, in a tone not the 
mofl; conciliating, that he would fatigue hi«i- 
felf, and had better hold his tongue. 

The exchange of liis Hottentot wife for a 
white one had proved but a forty peculation; 
for which he had paid dearly. Governed from 
the beginning by this imperious tyrant, he Was 
become her entire flave; and, in confequencc 
jbf this weaknefs, had even been obliged to 
join in the ct)nfpiracy ihe had formed, in con- 
cert with her fons^ againft^the children of 'his 

- • *• French meafure ^ fix licet and half Eugliih. * ' Tr • 
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former marriage* Afhamed of the imbecile 
part he ^ded ia his houfc, my prefence ap** 
peared to embarrafs him. Now arid then, 
however, he ventured to beftow upon «pe a 
fmile of kindn^fs ; but it w^s always by Health; 
and in ^ way that plainly indicated ta me hi$ 
fear of being obferved by his wife. 

He W4s born in Gerpiany, and I fpoke hi* 
language. To f-elieve his anxiety, as well as 
from refpedt to his charaSer as maftpr of th^ 
houfe, I vriflied to treat him as of fome im* 
portance in the converfation, and I aiked l\in\ 
in German various qucftions refpeSing hi$ 
country, the time in which hp had quitted it^ 
the circumftances which bad brpught him tq 
Africa, and other matters that inight be ini 
terefting to him. Kfe appeared f^nfible df my 
attention, apd an exprpflion of joy fpread it- 
felf over hife countenance : but his wife, afraid^ 
perhaps, either that he was talking of he^, or 
that he rcce^vpd more amufement than flid 
wiflhed, interrupted oiir difcourfe tp make m^ 
enter into a conyerfation abput* France. She 
^ pretended to be a Fre'nqh woman by defc^nt* 
Her mother, fhe faid, was a native of Provence: 
jind (he had herfelf, though bori^ ip Africa^ 
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been educated according to the Languedoe 
manner j to demonftrate which, (he uttered 
certain phrafes in an unintelligible jargon that 
Ihe pretended to be French. JProbably (he un- 
derftood no more of this jargon than myfelf; 
but (he afFeded from time to time to make ufe 
of it ; and, perfuade4 that the mod decitivQ 
proof, flie could give of her birth was the ac- 
cent of her country, fhe introduced fo much of 
this pretended provincial dialed, fhe made ef- 
forts fo ridiculous, and {iich flrange contortions 
of the mouth, that it was as much as I could 
do to rcftraia myfelf from laughing. The 
two fons and their tall filler liftened to this 
garrulity with their mouths open, and their 
eyes ftupidly fixed upon their mother ; and 
the more unintelligible was her declamation, 
the more they feemed to inct'eafe in admiring 
it. 

At once to fhare and augment the pleafurc 
of fo charming a day, the lady had^fent to in-r 
•vitea brother of hers, caljed Engelbrecht, who 
liv^d at the diftance of a few leagues. Engelr 
brecht did not come that, day ; but the gaiety 
of the company was not difturbed by it. Pinar 
had fcnt a grea| quantity of brandy j the con^? 
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Verfation was interefting, but not fo much fo 
as to interfere with the bottle ; and as, for want 
of goblets, they were obliged to make ufe 
of bafms, in a little time the whole com- 
pany, not excepting the mother and her two 
daughters, were completely drunk. For my- 
•felf, who did not partake in their jollity, I'feized 
the opportunity to withdraw, and fpent the 
night in my camp. 

Engelbnfcht arrived the next day. He brought 
with him his family, which was more nume- 
rous than that of Van der Wefthuyfen, and 
their arrival was commemorated with repeated 
bumpers of brandy. This folemnity over, fpme 
one propofed to viiit me in my tent, and I 
foon faw the whole company approaching. It 
was reafonablc to expedl that fuch a vifit would 
be accompanied with civility ; but they were 
already heated with liquor. Engelbrecht was 
the firft to addrefs me ; and this man, whom 
1 had never feen, and who was hound on vit- 
rrous accounts to treat riie>with attention, de- 
manded, ip a. rude tone, why I had admitted 
into my troop fuch a rafcal as Klaas Bafter. • 

This' impt^rtinent queflicn fatisfied me, that 
the fecrct of the preftnce of Bafter w^askno^vti, 
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Now no one but Pinar could have given this 
information. Prior to our vifit to the Van der 
Wefthuyfens, 1 hadrequefted of him the moft 
profound filence as to the arrival of the two 
brothers: hepromifcd it: but what dependence 
was to be placed on the promifes and difcretion 
of a drunkard ? Irritated at the impropriety of 
his condudt, I addrefled myfelf to him, and I 
confefs I treated him fomev\ hat roughly. To 
the brother I replied in a dry manner :• I de- 
clared pofitively^ that if any one fhould think 
proper to put the flighteft'infult upon Klaas 
Bailer, I fhould confider him as my enemy, 
and treat him as fuch. My manner was fo 
firm and decifive that no one ventured to kn- 
fwer me a word. I was encouraged to this by 
the prefence of the father. He did not indeed 
allow himfelf to fpeak, but Twas fure he ap- 
proved of what I faid. I imagined I cojuld fee 
into his inmoft thoughts ; and while I warmly 
defended his fons, I could difcover in his eyes 
the pleafure I gave him by taking the part of 
two unfortunate men, who were only unfoi?- 
tunate becaufe they w;ere his. 

To change a converfation which they Iiad 
cxpefted would have taken a very different 

turn^ 
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tutn, the motlicr-in>law iavited me to acoom* 
pany ifaein back to the houfe and diae wttli 
the two families. I accepted the invitation^ 
without ihowing eithci: reientment or dtfplea* 
ftire, and followed the jovial group, puzzled 
to guefs in what manner the feaft would be 
condudted, and what part I fhould myfelf have 
to a£fc in this folemn banquet. 

The houfe confiiled of a fmgle room, about 
twenty feet long, by nine or ten wide. Its 
walls, conftru6ted fimply pf earth, everywhere 
abounded with cracks and flaws. It refembled 
a barn, having for a window a finglc aperture 
only, flopped with the decayed head of an old 
calki Through the numerous crevices of the 
damaged roof, you might eafily fee what fort 
of weather it was, without quitting your place; 
and, whenever it rained, thefe crevices^ nume- 
rous as the holes in the fpout of a watering*, 
pot, were fure to drench both the room iand 
its inhabitants. The fire was made in a comer 
'by the fide of the door ; chimney indeed there 
was none ; and the fmoke had accordingly to 
choofe whether it would make its esdt through 
the roof, the window, the cracked walls, or the 
4oor. In th( corner oppofite to the door was 
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heaped up, under a few hal&rotten mats that 
fcarcely covered it, the whole produce of the 
kft harveft, intended for the confumption of 
this numerous family. 

The furniture of this fplendid apartment 
was perfedly analogous with the building itfelf. 
Under the window was fixed a rough-hewn 
table, upon which a kettle of boiling water and 
a few broken bafins were conftantly (landing. 
Three fmall trunks ferved at once both for feats 
and clofets, upon which planks were placed, 
when there was company, to anfwcr the pur- 
pofe of benches* In a third corner, by the 
fide of th4 corn, was the fopha of the mafter 
^nd mifkrefs of the houfe. This fopha, or bed 
if you will, confifted of four flakes driven into 
the ground, upon which was nailed a bullock's 
Jiide by way of mattrefs, and upon this mat<^ 
trcfs was a number of (heep-fkias, greafy, 
fiinking, and ilUdreffed, which formed the beds 
and bedding of the reft of the family, who ilept 
promifcuoufly one among another upon the 
floor, Laftly, againft the wall oppofite the 
window Vaa a handmill for grinding corn« 
£uch was -the luxury in which revelled the in*^ 
habitants^f this magic abode% . ... 
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The party was. fcarccly aflembled, when the 
two fons and two daughters of Van der Weft- 
huyfen, affifted by a few Hottentots, prepared 
to grind the quantity of corn which fo many 
ilrangers were likely to cohfume. The mili 
required four (lout labourers^ and the group 
joined occafionally in the exercife, relieving 
each other in turn. The fire in the mean 
time crackled on the hearth, in expectation of 
a whole iheep, juft flayed, that hung againll 
the wall, and was to conftitute the fole di(h id 
this elegant repaft. The men drew their pipes 
from their pockets, and began their fmokiog^ 
Pinar was of the party : no niggard of his 
brandy, when he was topartake of it himfelf^ 
he had brought with him a plentiful fupply^ 
and the company were by no means dilatory in 
applying it to their lips. 

As to myfelf, already more than fatisfied 
with their entertainment, I felt my heart rife 
within me at the odious fight of this (heep 
hung againft the .wall, and the blood of which 
ilill by degrees fdl upon the floor. In a fhort 
time the heat of the fire, the thicknefs of the 
finoke produced by fo many pipes, the perfpi^ 
ration of the perfonages at the mill, the oily 
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fufface of the Hottentots, and the poifonbus 
fumes of brandy at fecond hand, got into mf 
head and made me completely fick. Add to 
this the clatter of the mill, which was: fo lou<J 
that thofe who worked at it were obliged to 
cry with all their force for the purpofe of mak- 
ing themfelves heard. It was in vain that I 
endeavoured to refift this mafs of fenfations^ 
and avoid quitting the company : I was at iaft 
obliged to yield* My head turned round, and 
I was more intoxicated than any of the other 
guefts, though I had as yet drank nothing but 
ttliik. I Irft the houfe, therefore, and returned 
tb' my tent, whcr^ the pure air and the calna 
around me foon reftored mc to myfelf. But 
what may quickly give an idea pf this Hotten? 
tot -debauch was, that no one was aware of my 
abfence when they fat down to dinner. 

The next morning they difcovered my failure,^ 
and condoled with me for having fleplf over 
fo agreeable a night. Their condolence, how-*' 
ever, was mixed with ridicule and pity. They 
tompared my condu£t Y?ith that of Lieutenants 
Pater fon. Every one wa^ eager in the praife, 
of this traveller, who, while he had fuppKed^ 
claret for their entertainment, had (hown him-. 
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k\£ aa invincible competitor in the rWkHhip 
of fmoking as weH as of driiiking ; and I felC 
that the admiration his perfeverance produced, 
turned but little to the advantage of my ef- 
feminacy. * ' 

Not but I was perfeftly aware that Paterfoti 
had conduced himfelf like a wife and con* 
fiderate man. Obliged to live with drunkards, 
and to depend upon their kindncft, he had the 
prudei^e to conform himfelf to cifciimftances 
and yield to their prejudices. I fliould myfelf 
have done the fame, if my coiiftitutioft Would 
have admitted of it But my impolfsnce in 
this refpefl was not \tf^ than my averflon ; and, 
capable of fupporting every other Idnd of fa* 
tigue, I had no fkill in the art of hiitd drink-^ 
ing, and leaft of all in the drinking Spirits.' 
- My intention in' retur^iing t<i V&n der Weft-^ 
huyfen's was to obtain from him and his bro-^ 
ther-in-law, that they fhould each of them fell 
xnc a team. Piet Bafter had left me', to returti 
to his horde j and my own oxen, witTi' the ad- 
dition of thofe I had bought of his brother, 
were certainly' not fbfficientfor'tKe drawing 
of three waggons. Anxious about the con- 
<iition in which I found myfelf, I was impa- 
tient 
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tientf to efcape from' it : but the underflanding^ 
ofthofe with whom I had to deal had ib* far^ 
given way to the liberalities of Pinar^ that nei-r 
therthat day nor the following was it ppfCble 
for me to fay a word on the fubjedt ; .as the 
reader will eafily fuppofe when I tell him^ that, 
in three revolutions of the fun, eight men and 
(ix women had emptied a half-awm of brandy^ 
in other words, a cafk containing nolefs a qu^n* 
tity than twenty gallonsl It is true that they 
palTed the three night? without gcgj^g to bed ; 
that the days had been employed entirely in 
drinking^ . with the. exce.ptign 6f that portion 
of fleep which circumftances had rendered un- 
avoidable j that Pinar was fkilful in the art of 
egging on pthers both by his precepts and ex* 
ample, and that in all p^obabilify jiil .^tt^ndt 
ants were not lefs (kllful in this refpe^ than 
himfelf. 

; At length, on the fourth day, the company 
being tired of their revelry, and in fome mcar 
fure fatiated with drinking, I made to Van der 
Wefthuyfen' and Engelbrecht- my proppfaK 
Their anfw«r was, that neither of them could 
fpare me a fingle ox, as they had no more thaij 
wereindifperifibly neceflary for th^lr own wfe^ 

This 


This was Xtnt. At the fame time they informed 
me, that if I would iqpair. to the mountains of 
Camis, I fhould there find planters who would 
furnifh me with as many as I wanted* I had 
4:ome to Namero, on : the faith of Bafier that 
there were teams in this fettlement to be pur^ 
chafed : and from Namero I was now fent to 
Camis, where I might be equally ' unfuccefsfuh 
But what elfe could I do ? To move from the 
place of my prefent encampment without frelh 
oxen, was totally impradicable ; and I had no 
refource, therefore, but to run the riik of this? 
wearuome journey. 

The elder fon of Van der Wefthuyfen offered 
to accompany me on liorfeback and ferve me 
as a guide* This proppfal w^p oertainly plea- 
Cng, and 1 accepted it with thanks ;, annexing 
at the fame time -one condition^: which was,: 
that Klaas Bafter alfo fliould be of the party. 

As it was known to his relations that! Bailer 
was with me, and as I had had oce^flon ito ex^: 
prefs to them my fenciments upon the fitibjedt, 
I had made it a point that he ihould quit his: 
lurking- place, and; live with the.. refit of my 
cqmpanions openly in my tent. They ap- 
peared, after the cpniv^erfatioa that iud pafled^i 

no 


9& TRAVELS IN 

too f artlier to care about lum : but thU WM not 
iufficient ; I was defirous of bringing about a 
complete reconciliation ; and nothing but the 
drunkennefi of the family, from which indeed 
they were yet not recovered, had prevented me 
from executing my projed. To leave him ia 
my camp, while I went to Camis, woujd bef 
expofmg to danger a man to whom in reality 
I was under confiderable obligations. Their 
aniniofity might happen to revive, and, avail-* 
' ing themfelves of my abfence, they might play* 
kitti {6me tikki In this uncertainty I was- 
bound in honour to fake him with me ; and 
thil^ wasmy-r-eafori for propofingit, though I 
bad no doubt* of a refufal.- At firff my young 
man.a^eared to hefitate ;' but perceiving my 
firm refolution, unlefs he eouTplied with-my 
terms, to reje^ his fervices, and afliamed at 
the fame time either to retra£t his ofier, or t€i 
objed in my^ prefehce to the Company of his 
biother, he prefently acquiefced, and the next 
fliorniiig at d^y-rbreak we fet off, attended by 
£Qine of my Hottentots. ^ 

The chain, of Camis was to the eafVofus. 
Arrived at the foot of the firft mouritains,. the 
iwiads. weteib-hanpow and windings - thit oiif 
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liorfea, except at interval*, were of no ufe lo 
US) and we were obliged to clamber up in the 
beft manner we could* This fteep afcent 
conduded us, after a fatiguing march, to a 
VaHey of fome depth, where was the dream 
of a river, which my guide aflured me was the 
Green-River, and that it had its fource in the 
mountains before us. Acquainted as he feemed 
to be with the country, the circumftance not- 
withftanding flruck me as improbable; be* 
caufe, having coafted the banks of the Green- 
River for feveral hours together, I had found 
not a drop of water running in its bed, while 
that in queftion was flowing with a full (lream# 
He was, however, right in his aflfertion. The 
river had fands and a parched foil to crofs^ 
which dried up its curtent, and prevented it 
from reaching the plain, unlefs when its waters 
were extraordinarily abuqdant. 

The deiign of my guide in bringing me to 
this valley was to introduce me to a planter 
who had a fettlement there, that is to fay, a 
wretched hut that ferved him as a refidencb. 
I bought of him fix oxen^ which were to be 
delivered to me on my return. Farther on in the 
mountains, I found much fuch another habi- 
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tfttiotir, the mafter of which fold mi three iftete 
beads upon fimilar terms, and offefed me be* 
fides a lodging under his roof. Night ap- 
proiched, and the cold was already extreme^ 
R was fo intenfe that I could not fleep, but 
paiTed the night in (hiTering, wrapped up ift 
my cfoak, which ferred me at once for mattrefs 
ahd coverlid. When day-light came, I was 
not furprifed at the feverity of the weather^ 
for the ground was covered with fnow a foot 
deep. 

Bom in the torrid zone, where I had fpent 
my early days, I was naturally fenfible of cold p 
and though I had learnt to inure myfelf to 1% 
m France, the three years I had fpent in Africay 
a climate approaching that in which I drew 
my firft breath, had revived my former fenfi- 
bility. Under fuch circumftanees, it wm 
highly painful to me to be expofcd to the keen 
air of a; frozen climate. Some reviewer, I for- 
get vrho, fpeakmg of my former journey^ fay^ 
that I travelled like a Perfian fiitfap, becaufe 
I had three waggons with me : aflfuredly, if 
this critic bad beheld me in the hut of Camis, 
he would have confefled, that this fatrap wa^ 
not always in the htp of luxury. 

* • 'The 
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The mailer of the cabin had informed me^ 
that farther on, to the north- weft, lived anothec 
fettler, who, being richer in cattle than himfelf^ 
could fpare me a greater number. Notwith-% 
ftanding my unwillingnefs to undertake a fre(h 
journey in fuch fevere weather, I fet out. 
During the whole of the way, which was ex- 
tremely bad, we were expofed to an unceadng 
faow, which fell in large flakes, as in the moft 
noithern parts of Europe. It was highly im- 
prudent in us thus to venture under fuch cir« 
cumftances ; for the fnow preventing us from 
feeing « the ground on which we trod, we 
were continually in danger of breaking out 
necks, by falling down with our horfes. 
Meanwhile, more fortunate than we had reafba 
to exped, we arrived without accident at 4 
miferable fettlement, where we found, in 9 
vile hut, an old man warming himfelf at a fir($ 
of cow-dung, by which he invited me to fit 
down. 

Benunibed and frozen as I was, an oppoN 
tunity of warming myfelf gave me no fmal) 
pleafure, though I could efie£t it only in aa 
inconvenient pofition, fquatting on the ground 
like a Hottentot, the hut being toQ low t9 

H 2 permit 
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permit me to ftarid upright. To this zQl of 
hofpitaHty Cloete added that of offering ud 
tjnilk and bread, the only food at his difpoiaU 
I fatisfied myfelf with the i^ilk only, becaufe 
a confiderable portion of the dud of the mill- 
ftone, with which the meal was ground, havipg 
entered into the compofition of the bread, I did 
not choofe to wear out my teeth with chewingit. 
In the evening our hoft feafted us w 5th a haamcl 
(a fat flieep) which he killed, and which was 
far more agreeable to my company than his 
milk. 

For myfelf, mindful of the objed: of my 
journey, I converfed with my hoft, ftudied his, 
charader, and cndearoured to guefs by what 
means I .fliould beft prevail on him to fell me 
the oxen I wanted. The n>any precautions 
I took promifed at firft to be all ufelefs : 
fcarcely had I made my requeft, when he ftop* 
pad me fhort with a peremptory refufal : 
charming confolation to a man who had braved 
the froft and fnow under a very different ex- 
peftation ! While I was feeling, however, the 
old man's pulfe, I had obferved his eyes fparkle 
when I mentioned the word brandy j arid I 
flattered myf^if, that this auxiliary of eloquence 

would 
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would effeft more with him than any rheto- 
rical figures I could employ. 

I had with me two bottles of genuine French 
brandy, one of which I ordered to be produced ; 
and I filled a few bumpers to put him in good 
. humour. When his features began to dilate, 
I renewed my propofal. It was not now re- 
fufed as before ; though it was ftlll received 
with coolnefs. This commencement of affent 
I endeavoured to increafe by a few additional 
bumpers ; and in the intervals I reprefented to 
him, with all the energy of which I was mafter, 
the diftrefled fituation in which I was placed, 
and the important fervice he would render me 
if he gave his afliftance in extricating me from 
it. I even went fo far as to offer him his own 
terms j which was in reality fuffcring him to 
put his hand into my pocket and take what he 
pleafed : but to this I was driven by neccflity ;. 
and he at length confented to fell me four- 
teen oxen for a hundred and forty rixdollars 
[about sjL]. 

The cold had kept me awake the preceding 
night, and did not fuffer me to fleq) during 
the whole of this alfo, fo that I was obltged 


, ' 
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to pafs it in converfation with Cloete, fqualting 
with him at his fire. 

. The worft of the adventure was, tha:t in the 
morning, when he had become fober, he did 
not remember the promifes of the evening, and 
in confequence refufed to keep them. Fortu* 
nately I had ftill fome of his favourite liquor 
left ; and I renewed therefore the experiment 
of the preceding day, which was once more 
equally fuccelsful. Cloete having again pro- 
mifed ; to prevent his receding as before, I r^ 
quelled him to accompany me immediately to 
his pafture, that I might feled: the beads he 
had fold me. When I examined their horns 

4 

and teeth, they all appeared to have feen tea 
years fervice at lead ; yet I thought myfelf 
.happy in obtaining even thefe. 

On my return to his hut, I gave him a 
.draft on Serrurier, the new fifcal, payable to 
one of his friends at the Cape, But thefe 
fourteen oxen made but one team, and 1 was 
defuous of having two. Accordingly, when i 
was writing the draft, I propofed to him to 
double the fum, on condition of his doubling 
the. number of cattle J and, to ftrengthen my 

propofal, 
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pfopofal, I accompanied it with a large glafs 
of brandy. The liquor he fwallowed very 
deliberately, and then told me, without th« 
leaft change of countenance, not only that he 
would not fell me another beaft, but that he 
muft frankly advife me to leave him thofe I 
had bought, as I had been taken in by him { 
for fix leagues farther on in the mountains 
was a Hottentot horde, where I could make a 
much better bargain, and thither he >?vould 
recommend me to repair. 

This ingenuous confeffion, rude ^s it was^ 
could not avoid giving me pleafure, as it pointed 
oat to m^ the means of completing my teams# 
Notw;thftanding the fnow, which ftill con^ 
tinued to fall abundantly, I immediately gave 
orders for our departure, and aflced Gloete for 
^ dire<3;ioo to the horde. But when we were 
on the point of ietting out, I felt myfelf 
fo benumhed, and fo completely penetrated 
with cold, that, ftrength and courage both 
failing me, I rcrent^red the hut, ^pd contented 
jnyfelf with fending my people, giving them 
all th^ hardware we had brought with us, and. 
ordering them to pyrchafe yrith it as ipany 
9XCH as they could procuro. 

H 4 In 
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In thefc lofty mountains of Catnis, the moft 
elevated perhaps in all the fouth of Africa, the 
dr is fo Iharp and cutting, as ro afFedt the naoft 
robuft conftitution. Whether I was indifpofed^ 
or the cold had really augmented, which I 
doubt not was the cafe, I could no longer keep 
myfelf warni. My back was frozen, while 
the fire by which I was fitting fcorched my 
fliins. If, to remove the ftifFnefs occafioned by 
my awkward attitude, I attempted to ftep out 
of the hut, the air caufed fuch a tightnefs 
at my breaft as to ftop my refpiration : I 
panted, and, feeling as if I ihould be fufib<* 
cared, was obliged inftantly to re-enter the 
cabin. There, it is true, I had another incon* 
venience to fufFer, arifing from the combined 
fmoke of my hoft's pipe and the fuel. But of 
the two evils between which I had to choofe, 
this was the more tolerable, and I therefore, 
till the return of my people, patiently fubmit- 
ted to it. 

They brought with them feven oxen, and 
two cows ; which, added to the feven I Had 
faved of my own, the fourteen fold me by 
Klaas Bafter, and thofe I had juft bought, 

* 

made up forty-four draught cattle. This num- 
ber, 


AFRICA." lo^ 

ber, though not completely adequate to my 
wants, was at leaft fufBcient to enable me to: 
continue my journey J and allowed me time 
to wait a more favourable opportunity, when* 
I might make my final purchafe to more ad- 
vantage. Accordingly, without remaining a 
moment longer in this frozen climate, I took 
leave of my venerable hoft, and regained my 
camp, colleding as I went the cattle I had 
purchafed at the two preceding plantations. 

The cold had ftill increafed, for in feveral 
places I found ice two inches thick. Befides^ 
the fnow ceafed not to fall the whole time wc 
were in the mountains ; and, though I ex- 
pe^ed to fuffer extremely on the road, yet the 
certainty of foon finding the air milder iij the 
plain, and more efpecially the pleafure of 
being freed at laft from the anxiety I had 
fo long fufFered, had fuch a powerful effed on 
my mindy that I was fcarcely fenfible to the 
inclemency of the feafon. 

I did not fee the fun again till my arrival 
in the valley watered by the Green^Riven 
There, animated by the view of that beneficent 
orb, and warmed by its beams, I was pro- 
ceeding gaily under its falutary influence, when 

we 
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wc were fuddcnly flopped by cries, which 
feemed to Iflue from the fummit of the ipoun*- 
tain. Caftiog our eyes towards it, we per-r 
oeive(l about a do^en zebras ailembled at th^ 
foot of a rock, which (heltered them fron» 
the wind, while they warmed thcmfelves ia 

the fun. 

The intermediate fpace between us wa$ 
tery fteep ; and we could not approach them 
without taking a wide circuit, which woul() 
have required a long and laborious walk, and 
wafted to no purpofe a pordon of timg whicl> 
I was not defirous of lofii^g. To frighten 
them, however, and afford me the plej^T 
fure of feeing them run, I fired a fufee. 
The fpot on which we ftood was favourable for 
producing an echo ; and in fa<fl the explofion, 
after having reverberated around us, reached 
the rock, at the foot of which the zebras were 
collefked, and was thence returned back agaiq 
to our ears. 

The zebras, deceived by the repercuffioQ 
of the found, and fuppofing it to come from 
the top of the mountain, defcended from their 
rock on full gallop, and ran towards us, ear 
deavouring to efcape through tlie valley. But 

when 
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^hen tKey perceived, us, they turned off, made 
a double, and, gaining the fide of the moua- 
tain cppofite to that which thej had come 
(down, quickly difappearled. 
' A female alone, either lefs frightened, or 
too m»ch fatigued to afcend the height,- quitted 
the herd^ and continued her courie through 
the valley. Hitherto I had kept in my dogs, 
though with difficulty ; but when the animd 
was near enough to afford a chafe, I flipped 
them, and they foon came up with her. Jager, 
particularly, was fo near, that from time to 
time he fixed his teeth In her legs and thighs, 
and, as he was the ftouteft and ftrongcft of my 
padc, at every bite he brought away either 
fiefli or ikia. Ycung Van der Wefthuyfcn 
•and I purfued th© chafe on horfeback, follow- 
ed by my Hottentots, who, though on foot, 
were little behind us. At length we fur- 
rounded the animal, and, throwing a rope with 
a.flip-knot over lier, terminated the chafe ; then 
fattening the rope to my horfe's tail, I drew 
her after me. 

At firft fhe followed quietly ; but, whether 
terrified at the fight of the dogs, or whether the 
pain of her wounds became too acute, we had 

not 
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not advanced above a hundred pace^ before 
ihe gave the horfe fucfi jerks, as made him fling 
back his heels, at which fhe would rear on her 
hind legs. This refradorinefs flopped my 
progrefs j and to put an end ro it, I refolved to 
inount upon the baek of the animal. My 
.companion and my Hottentots attempted in 
vain to difTuade me, by predicting feme mifr 
fortune : but the worii that could happen to 
me was the being thrown off, and I was not 
to be diverted from ray purpofe by the fear of 
a fall. I was alfo defirous of afcertaining 
whether it was poffible to break in jhis wild 
creature, which the learned reprefent to us as 
untameable, and that from, mere prejudice, for 
it is far from being ib in reality, as the reader 
will prefently fee ; and the favages, whofe tef*- 
timony on. this point ought to have piore 
weight than that of the n?ituraUft, deem it very 
fit for the faddle. 

To protect me from the teeth of the ani- 
mal, I took care to muzzle her : fhe wasi then 
loofened from my horfe, and I vaulted on her 
back. Her refiftance was flight, and lefs than 
that of a colt the firfl time of being mounted. 
Soon flie walked as quietly as my horfe, and 

thus 
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thus I proceeded with her for more than a 
league, to the houfe of the planter of whom I 
had purchafed my firft oxen. This trial fo 
far iatisfied me, that I thought of keeping her 
for riding : but in that cafe it would have beea 
neceffary to cure her wounds^ and they were 
too large for me or my people to venture on 
fuch an undertaking. Accordingly I gave up 
the defign ; and thinking that, if left to her- 
felf and the inftind of nature, ihe would re* 
cover with much more fpeed and certainty^ I 
rcfolved to give her her liberty. But the Hot- 
tentots of the planter at whofe houfe we were 
begged the animal of us, that they might feaft 
on her flefli, of which they were fond ; and, 
in confequence, ihe was killed and cut up im«* 
mediately. 

Among the various perfons who will read 
this fad, fome will no doubt be found ready 
to maintain that it proves nothing ; and that an 
animal fatigued by a long chafe, weakened by 
wounds, and loaded with an unwonted burden, 
muft naturally become manageable and mo» 
docile. This reafoning, I confefs, would be 
applicable to a human being ; or even to do« 
meftic animals, which, born patient, or become 

fo 
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fo by education, fubmlt without reHflaace to 
the yoke impofedoti them, and bear with, 
eoniiderable calmnefs even blows and wounds^ 
as well as the applii::ation of remedies to cuire 
them. But it is not the fame whh wild 
aiiimals and beafts^ of prey. To thefe levery: 
kind of force is infufierable: pain irritates, 
them ; if acute, it renders them furious ; and 
their madnefs rages to fucha pitch, that, ifun** 
able in their captivity to wreak their vengeance 
on their enemy, they frequently deftroy them* 
felves. ' 

It appears that, among the multitude of 
animals difperfed over the furface'of the earthy 
there is a certain number deftined ,by nature to 
the fervice of man : at leafl there are fome 
which have apparently a more docile difpofi- 
tion, or are more eafily tamed ; and this cir* 
cumilance diftinguilhes them from thofe which 
are dangerous or hurtful from their natural 
ferocity. The quality of which 1 am fpeaking 
truly indicates the fuperiority of man; and, 
without fearching for its caufe in miracles or 
my flic reveries, our experience on this head ia 
fufHcient to excite all our admiration. 

In every country throughout the globe, man 

has 
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has contrived to fubdue, tame, train to hia 
fervice, accuftom to his domeRic way of living, 
and bend to his purpofe, many difTerent fpecies 
of animals : but I am perfuaded there are ftill 
many more v^hich he might appropriate to 
his ufe ; and in this number I reckon the ze«- 
bra and the quagga^ which would be elegant 
and valuable acquiiition$ to him, from their 
ilrength and fwiftnefs as wel] as the beauty of 
their (kins. 

As the zebra on which I had made my ex-*- 
periment was a female, and it is to be pre- 
fumed a male would naturally be lefs docile, I 
purpofed to repeat it on a male, if I fhould be 
fortunate enough td procure one : but, during 
the whole courfe of my journey, I fought an 
opportunity in vain ; for though nothing is- 
more eafy for a traveller in Africa than to hunt 
and kill zebras, it is very difficult to catch 
one alive j at leaft it is not to be done without 
excellent running horfes, capable of fupporting 
a long chafe ; and even then it is neceffary to 
hunt thefe animals in the plain ; for, if there 
are mountains near, the zebras would foon 
fet the fpeed of the horfes at defiance by their 
fuperior agility in afcending them. However, 

though 
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though I had no oppoitpnity of repeating tsMf 
trial, I am not the lef» convinced of the pradi*. 
cability of taming the zebra, and converting him 
into a domeflic animal* 

Such an undertaking, I allow, would re* 
quire pains, addrefs, patience, and an uninler* 
rupted perfeverance in rational means. At 
the fame time, the moft perfedt mode of educa- 
tion would not fucceed equally well with every 
fpecies : fome are naturally dull and ftupid, and 
tjiefe unite with their want of underilanding 
an obftinacy of refiftance, and a refradlory 
diipofition, which would render them' alto- 
' gether unteachable. We may go farther per- 
haps and fay, that the moft perfedible fpecies 
are thofe which, being inured to combats and 
Aratagems from their mode of life, and conti- 
nually in a ftate of defenfive or ofFenfive war* 
fare, have more occafion to unfold their facul- 
ties, exercife their inftin^, and employ re- 
fledion, if in fpeaking of beafts I may ufe 
this expreffion, which certainly is as proper 
when applied to them as to us. The lion, 
which is ftyled the king of beafts, no doubt 
becaufe he is fuppofed to be the moft danger- 
ous and terrible, is one of the moft eafyto 

tame. 
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isLttih, Without quoting, in proof of this 
alTertion, all the fads recited in hiflory refped-^ 
ing the gratitude and attachment fometimes 
fhewn by this formidable king, I fliall con* 
tent myfelf with citing the teftimony of citizen 
Desfontaines, demonftrator of botany at the 
national botanic garden* When this naturaliil 
refided on the coaft of Barbary, he faw a 
thoufaiid ihftances of children playing and 
toying in the ftreets with a lion, which quietly 
bore with all their tricks in the fame mai^ 
ijer as a young dog would have done. 

The confequences refulting from thefe re- 
flexions will, no doubt, be treated as paradoxes 
by a certain dafs of philofophers, who chooie 
rather to decide upon queftions dogmatically, 
than take the trouble of examining them. 
With two or three leading principles of pre- 
tended philofophy, and a few fonorous and 
authoritative phrafes, they prefently do away 

the fafts of experience and aflual obfervation. 

^ «^ - • • ' . i' 

They form fyftems In their clofets, mould 
their prejudices into axioms, and utter them 
in circles of flatterers or humble admirers, who 
willing, or.at lead pretending, to believe what 
is told them with fo mdgifterial an air, tranfmit 
Vol* 11/ / I errors 
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errors to others who are ftill more obfequiouAf 
Thus fentence is paffed upon nature in a gar- 
ret, bccaufe axioms admit of no reply, and 
becaufe, with refpedt to obfervations, it is eafier 
to believe than to examine. 

I 

For my part, I muft repeat again and again, 
that I have feen with my own eyes ; and the 
mod eloquent periods, the moft' fplendid diC 
courfes, will never perfuade me out of their 
teftimbny. 

Yesf ; I have beheld in the defefts of Africa 
numerous acquifitions that might be made^ 
which would indreafe our enjoyments, and di- 
minifti our labours. Nay more, I am perfuaded 
It would be eafy for us to appropriate to our 
ufe the largeft quadrupeds, as the buffalo */ the 
kana, the pafan, the koedoe, the bubd, and 
the tzeifan. How greatly would the little 
antelopes thrive in our fouthern provinces ! 
And there are .even certain Jcinds of fowls with 
which we might ftock our poultry yards. In 
Holland, to our fhame be it fpoken, in Hoi- 

* With refpeft to thisanimal, the vaft feurdcixs drawit 
by it every day on the banVs o£ the Tiber anfwer every 
objeftion ; and the African buffalo >s a fpecies far fupe- 

rior in ftrength to that of Italy. 

* * ^ ' .■ 
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nd, which is a far lefe favourable climate 
thart ours, many' fjjccies are common, which 
breied there as in their native country. Ihdif« 
ferentto every cufltom uhfanfiioned by whim . 
or frivolity, the French are by no means in- 
cKned to borrbwfrom this . neighbouring na« 
tion a re(pe£table inftitution ; and would much 
father ridicule its phlegm, its pradende^ and its 
foredght, than profit by its example^ to reap 
the fruits of thefe qualities; I have cbunted ih 
the poultry- ykrds 6f the Dutch, with equal'^ 
pleafure and aftbnifhmeiit, mote than twettt]^ 
kinds df wild g^efe and ducks vrhich are un^ 
known to Us ; dnd I haVe feen them breed 
Kke the other dbmeftic fowls of olif climeSk' 
Ainong others I have admifed that beautiful 
ijpecies of Chinefe teal*, of which We have 
hot eveii a ftufFed fpieciihen to (hew in otlt 
cabinets of natural hiftofy; Thi Chinefe, the 
Egjrptian, and the Barfcary goofe, the tarious 
ducks of the Cape of Good Hopfe, the Caro- 
lina teal, and many others, as well as the 

■» 

euraflToa of America^ frequently adorn the tables 

• 

i«f Holland ; and not only do thefe animals 

"^ See BttSon^s Plaiiches entumlnhx, No. 805. 
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thrive in the* frozen marflics of Holland^ but 
even varieties are produced by croffing their 
breeds* But how fhould we think of foreign 
fyedcBy who negle& thofe of our own country I 
Luxury alone has fometimes prompted the 
rich with us» to make fome flight attempts 
of this kind for the gratificaidon of their plea* 
fiure&» The pheafanta of China, peacocks, and 
piittadas, which began to multiply in fuch a 
muttifter as to encourage our ^tempts, £ur from 
having promoted any ends of utility or abun- 
cUnce, yf€tt fooa totally negleded^ after they 
had a little while ferred the purpo&s of omai* 
mei^ and, parade in the gardens of our men of 
faihion. I have often pr<^fed fimilar attempts ; 
and, to ha'^e es^ecuted them, I would have tra« 
reefed HoBand» an^ br<Hight thence all th^; 
i|)ecie> natoralized to the climate ; I would 
bave fought every information necdSary fbr 
bringing tbem^ tip ; and I wauld readily have 
undertaken the talk of infpe&ixig and manage 
mg.theft ufeful animals. But even for a poft 
of this nature patronage was necefiary, and 
the intereftiif fome man 131 place, or fome lady^ 
of influence^ to whom perhaps it appeared 
very fingular, that a man fhould be willing t<> 

facrifice 
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facrifice his time, and invent any noveky, for 
the good of his country. It is to be prefumed, 
that puWic utility will be an obje£k of more at- 
tention under a free government; that travellers 

» 

will be rewarded ; that a poor fellow, enamour- 
ed with fcience, will not be reduced to diflipate 
hia little fortune, that a neft of ftupid and de- 
vouring droned may have wherewith to admi-^ 
nifter to their fenfual gratifications ; and that 
places and rewards will not always fall to the 
lot of fo many famous advifers, but of « him 
who has really laboured, and made ufeful dis- 
coveries. This, however, is not all :^ I fee 
-many other wKhes to form for the future good 
of the country. 

Our path obliging us to purfue the courfe 
of the Green-River, the frefhndfs of the pita- 
fant vale through which it flowed, its various 
meanderings, and the different profpedts arKing 
at every ftep, filled my mind with the mofl 
pleafing thoughts : I trod on a verdant carpet 
embroidered with flowers; the furrounding 
hills, covered with fhmbs and beautiful plants, 
dirplayed to my eyes a delightful ihelter im 
^very thicket ; it was a garden in the bofom 
of a defcrt._ 

1 3 Among 
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Among thefe nymcrou^ families 6^ flowcw 
and plants, whofe virgin pharms had ney,r 
been unveiled to huqi^n ?ye, I fthferved feve^ 
ral truly magnificent, and particularly remarked 
one, which I could not eafily. oyerloi*k; it 
was that tlnlucky geraniumvwitl\the poipit^ o£ 
which I jiad bef n fq p^^infully acquainted, ajfd 
;Iie mayks of which lAillcarried about mc. 1 
£!i\v^.f(pveral of thefe, fbm^ with yellow flow«s, 
others witfi white. Little praftifed in.thellady? 
of botany,; and[ always jnore prone to admire 
flowei;s than to^deftyoy jhemj I at iirft.took 
thpfe for c^ifferfint fp§cie§ ; h(u^ I foon changed 
]|ny ppinio% wl^en I ;perceived that the fame 
ftalk frequently bore both white and yellow 
§ower)S : and' \>pon leaving this enchantlngj 
i^qt I exprefled my rapture in fomething^lik^ 
the fqlk)\yin^ idyllium : . - ' 
/ .Adieu ! vales, hills,, geraniums, and flowera 
qf eVQry. kind; verdant carpet, ehct^anting 
b^nks ; fweet reveries, adieu ! I am going to 
revlfxt the realms qf frorft, &c, '&c. 

To regain the Namero, it 'was neceflary for 
us to traverfe another chain of mountains 
gpvered with fnow j fo that", in lefs than eight 
hours journeying, we had experienced three 

fucceffiye 
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fiicceflivc fcafons, two winters divided by a 
fummer. But tbis fudden change of tern* 
perature gave us aU a cold and hoarfenefs, 
which were not removed till feveral days after 
our return to Van der Wcfthuyfen's, 

^ The firft objeft that met my eyes when I 
alighted was that abominable Pitiar, whom ill 
fortune had thrown iq my way to plague me. 
I would have given any thing in the world to 
have been rid of him. ; but the tormentor came 
immediately to tell me, that he had waited on 
purpofe to have the pleafure of feeing me again. 
My intention was to give my Hottentots 
and the oxen I had purghafed a day's reft, 
and to depart on the following morning. But 
Van der Wefthuy fen's family obf^rved to me, 
that as 1 had new cattle, with the manners of 
which I was yet unacquaintedi I fhould run 
fome rifk in employing them without previ- 
Qus trial ; and offer.ed, if I would remain with 
them three days longer, to lend me theirs to 
tranlpprt my waggoijs, as far as the river 
KaufTi. This offer I aecypjed,Jthowgb I had 
ijo doubt that I Ihould be frequently out of 
humour with Pinar, ^nd Jxcartily tif ?<;? jC)f the 
drinkers, 

' 1 4 A fiDgu- 
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A Angular drcumftance, however, vriibkh it 
V79S impoffible to forefee, gave to things a very 
dificrent turn. During my abfence, Engel- 
brecht had feveral times vifited my camp to 
convcrfc with my Hottentots. One day, while 
talking of me, they mentioned that diverfion in 
my firft journey, which, in my account of it, 
I called the feftival, and when, to divert them 
from too powerful a dofe of tobacco, which I 
had been fo imprudent as to give them, I took 
it into my head to make them dance to the 
mufic of thejew's harp. This burlefque feftival 
was not yet forgotten by them. They never 
recoUeded without enthufiaftic tranfport the 
inftrumcnt that afforded them fo muchpleafure; 
and, in confequence of their eulogiums, EngeU 
brecht, perfuaded that a man who played ot\ 
the jew^s harp mud be an accomplifhed mufV- 
cian, and that an accomplished mudcian muft 
be capable of playing on any inftrument, 
thought of prevailing on me to entertain the 
fociety aflfembled in the plantation. 

He had at his houfe a fort of violin, which, 
hanging up agaioft the wall near the gre^ 
place, bad there dried in filence,. without, 
baving once been moved from its peg lor theife 

teti 
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ten ycara. To procure the coropjiny ap a^recr " 
able furprifc, he ficnt for it privately ; and, wbeQ 
I arrivedy he put it into my hatxds, re^uefting 
me to employ my talents/or their amufement* 
The reader will form a juft idea of the inftru-: 
ment when told, that the firings were n^ade bjt 
Engelbrecht himfelf. I took it^ however, djxd 
fcraped a few country dances, which ioftantlyji 
as if by magic, fetthe whole company in mor. 
tion. This mufic tortured my ear, and fet 
my teeth on edge j but to every one elfc it; 
was delightful, and they ceafed not their dan- 
cing, till fatigue left thf m no ftrength to con* 
tinue it. The next day> the whole groups 
men and women, came in a, body to beg mc 
a^ain to enable them to renew their pleafure j 
and the day following the fame folicitation* 
were repeated. Thus almoft the whole of my 
three days were fpent in fcraping catgut, while 
the noify crew Ikipped joyoufly around me. 

In the midft of thefe orgies, which I cau 
compare to nothing better than the nodurnai 
revels of witches, one thing aftonilhed me ; 
the dancing fo compjetely occupied every ipo- 
inent, that the favourite liquor was forgotten. 
Put fiAce the arrival of Pinar, his. liberality had 

J enabled 
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enabled them' to idrink fd much, tKat they 
were rlaufeate^ with it. Delirous of teftify- 
irig my gratitude <6 a family- "which had 
rendered me already' feme fervke, and was 
about to render me ftill more, I thought to 
cclipfe Pinar, and with this view I fent to niy 
waggon for a Cafe of bottles. This cafe was 
fiHed with the beft cordials from Marfinico, 
manufactured by the celebrated Dame Anfoux. 
It was my gala ftc)re, referved for particular 
occafibns, and I fancied that, by preienting it 
to men but a fingle. remove from favages, I 
fhould obtain their vvarmeft thanks: but I was 
miftafcen ; the liquors were too fweet, ^hd they 
abfolutely difliked them.* The women, after 
having tafted them all pretty largely, one after' 

the other, preferred them indeed to the bad 

' - . - 

brandy of the Cape; byt they unanimoufly 
agree4 with the rpen,* that the cordials of Dame 
Anfoux, however famous elfewhere, were of 

* 

little worth in the African colony. 

Their ftrong throats, accuftomed for fomq 
days to a pungent burning fpirlt, were become 
infenfible to fo fweet and lufcipus a beverage : 
the drinkers complained of being fick, and ' 
curfed without ceremony the caffe and its 

contents* 
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i:6ntents. Havlrig thus, while intending to regale 

, ... 

the cOiUpany.ina diftin^uifhed manner, occa- 
fibtrfecJ-riothirig hut diflktfefa<9:ion, I was vexed to 
find' iihc laft day of *my vifit terminate fo un- 
f&rtunately, -and to lofe in a moment all the • 
fiifits of my three days mulical performances j 
^rid I refolved ifpoffible to remedy the evil. 
I had luckily among myftores fb me lemons 
from PIquet-berg, and fome excellent French 
brandy. With thcfe I bethought myfelf of 
making fome tolerably ftrong punch*; Idid fb, 
aiid they reckoned it divine. Cheerfuliiefs 
refumed' its feat, the ficknefs vanithed, and 
the day finiflied as it began, with univerfal 
gaiety/ Paterfon and his claret will long be 
remembered at mount Namero j and I believe 
my niufic, my dance^ and my punch a la dlahln^ 
will not foon be forgotten. 

The reconciHation of Klaas Bafter with hi$ 
family was all that was w^anting to enable me 
to depart with fatisfaiStion, and congratulate 
myfelf on my abode in the mountains, ' J had' 
often ventured tofpeak of him to fome of th© 
family, and they appeared to be not unfavour- 
ably difpofed. A continuance ofpleafure feenied 
|9 have extinguifhed their animofity. Even 
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his brother had lived on good terms with him 

during the whole o£ our journey to Camis, 

From thefe aufpicious fymptoms, and the 

aSe^ionate gaiety with which the punch had 

infpircd them, my hopes were fanguine. Ac* 

cordingly I propofed a treaty of peace, «: 

rather a reconciliation, between the partiejs, 

which was acceded to unanimoufly withoqt 

a fingle diffentient voice. 

' Immediately I ran to my camp, to announce 

the tidings to Klaas Bafterj and, returning 

vfith him to the houfe^ Ijprefented him to his 

relations, who not only received him without 

the lead appearance of i]l-will, but all Ia turn 

gave him their hands ; which, as I have elfe- 

where obferved, is the moll unequivocal tefU* 

mony of friendihip among the planters^ 

Though the father had hitherto not dared to 

exprefs his fentiments towards his fon for 

fear of his wife, he was no fooner at liberty 

to avow them, than he gave free fcope to his 

feelings, he poured out a bumper for him,, 

and was the firr*: to pledge him. Bafter, quite 

befiide himfelf, wanted words to thank his 

relations, and exprefs his gratitude to me. I 

^ participated in his joy j I was happy in feeing 

him 
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him happy; afld I congratulated my felf for 
having at length been able^ in fome meafure, 
to requite a man, to whom my people and I 
were indebted for our lives. 

The next day, agreeable to his promife. 
Van dcr Wefthuyfen lent me the teams 
that were neceflary for my waggqns. In the 
morning we fet off. He and his family 
mounted another waggon, and accompanied 
us ; for we had all engaged to pafs the night 
at Engelbrecht's. His eldeft fon, as a mark 
of refpc£l, would drive my waggon himfel£ 
Such is the cuftom among the planters : it is 
their mode of honouring a perfod, and is one 
of the greateft teftimonies of regard they can 
pay : for the fame reafon it was impoffible fot 
me to rcfufe this honour without affronting 
him. But he had fcarcely feated himfelf 
before he put the oxen on a gallop, and drove 
at full fpeed. This is another of the' general 
prejudices of the country. On fuch occafions, 
the guide thinks it incumbent on him to dif*- 
play his- talents by driving as furioufly as poC- 
iible: he would fooner kill his beafts than not 
thus manifefl: his prowefs. In vain did I en- 
tt-eat him to moderate his pace« The roads 

were 
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were execrablei.ahd tHeJoIts made me every 
moment apprehenfive that the waggon would 
be overturned and daflied to pieces ; but he 
l«rould have thought it derogatory from his 
honour if he had gone a foot pace, and his 
politenefs coft me two jars of'lime-jaice, which 
were broken in the paffage, and the lofs of 
which I extremely regretted. 

Irreparable as this accident was in my fitua- 
tion, I confokd inyfelf with the refleaion^- 
that much worfe might have happened. But 
1 was grieved to the heart, when, fhortly after 
my having alighted at Engelbrecht's, I faw 
iPinar arrive. The fight of this man vvas be- 
come a torment to me, and it feemed as if he 
had fworn never to quit me more- 

The fituation of Erlgelbrecht's plantation 
was infinitely more pleafant than that of hk 
brother-in-law : yet his houfe, or to fpeak more 
properly his ftied, was,, if poffible, ftill lefs 
habitable, and announced the indifference in this, 
refpea of the mafter and his family, which was 
very numerous. On my entering the apart- 
ment, which was the fole retreat of all the irir 
habitants of the plantation, I was furrounded 
by a crowd of children of all ages, tvhom I 

at 
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&t firft took for Bafters*,or Hottentot ihulat- 

' • * ' - * » 

tos and meftees. and true Hottentots. The 
father and niother .perceivefi my miftake, 
and, afliamed of having children fo much ne- 
glefted about them, were eager to poiiit out 
to me theirs. It was neceffary to have # the 
eye of a parent to diftinguifh them; for fome 
tvere quite naked, and others, covered with 
tattered fheep-lkins, begrimed with filth. The 
cldeft daughter, who had drefTtd herfelf with 
care, came to accoft me in hermoft fplen- 
4lid attire, having equipped herfelf in the moft 
wjhimfical head-drefs I ever beheld : it ,was a 
fort of cap compofed entirely of black oftrich 
feathers, and which, overlhajdowing the fore- 
head, gave her the appearance of a great doll. 
1 paid her fome compliments on her tafte, at 
which {he afFe6ted to be out of countenance ; 
but her blufhes foon vanifhed, and Ihe con- 
cluded this firft intercourfe with offering me a 
large bundle of fuperb white pliimes,for which 
I gave her, without ceremony, three rix-dol- 

* From the ufe of the word B ifler iri this arid othe* 
places, it would appear as if it was a general appellation 
anfwering to perfons of colour : but the author has no where 
Explained it. Tt ' 
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lars. Niy more, a little fort of convention was 
'cftsibliflxed between us, according to which fhe 
was to fupply me largely with commodities of 
this kind ; and I in return to make her a pre- 
fent of a few more preees of coin, fimilar to 
ihofe 1 had already given her. 

1 muft confefs, however, that during my 
four days flay at this plantation, I received 
inany real proofs of friendQiip, and experi- 
enced fome degree of pleafure. We drank 
punch, we had miific, and the greater part of 
cveiy night was (pent in dancing. In the day 
I hunted. In traverfing the adjacent moun- 
tains I obferved many beautiful plants, with 
the drawings of which my portfolio is enriched. 
Zebras, pafans, and koedoes, are pretty com- 
mon throughout this country ; but they are 
renderetl fo wild by continual hunting, that it 
is diflScult to come within fhot of them. Ele* 
phants alfo frequently make their appearance 
in thefe parts, but fcarcely ever (lay, preferring 
the neighbourhood of the fea, where the fahd- 
hiUs afford them fheltef .. 

Notwithftanding the prodigious number of 
cattle which Engelbrecht pofTefl^d, he would 
by no means part with a beautiful team of 

twelve 
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twelve black oxen, which he fliowed me with 
a fort of boailing and oftentation. Indeed I 
never faw a team fo well matched ; and, though 
I offered him the fum of two hundred rix- 
dollars (about 45l*% an exorbitant price in 
that country, I could not obtain \\ : however, 
he fold me feveral fheep, and a heifer, which I 
caufed to be killed and falted for my people ; 
and 1 increafed alfo my ftorc of tobacco with 
all he could fpare me. 

Engelbrecht was foon to make a journey t6 
the Cape, and I availed myfelf of the oppor* 
tuniry to write to my friends, which would 
probably be the laft that Would ofilrV as I 
ihould find no other plantation on the road. 
When I departed, my hoft yoked to my wag* 
gon the beautiful team of which I have juft 
ipoken, and not only offered to condu£t me 
with them to the Great River, but alfo fupplied 
my other carriage with ftout cattle, by way of 
fparing mine* When I fet out, Pinar followed 
me ftilL In vain did I halt afcer travelling four 
hours, in order to get rid of him, near a fpring 
we found on the way : in vain did I pitch my 
tents, in the hope that he would think his day*& 
journey too fhort, and proceed forwards, leav* 
ing me behind : he too halted at the fpring, 

Voi,. II. K , and 
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and I faw that without an abfolute quarrel 
I fliould never be relieved from this dl£- 
4^ agreeable companion. 

This fpot afforded - an im'menfe number of 
groufe^ which came by thoufands to drink at 
the fpring^ without being alarmed at feeing us, 
and afforded us a copious fupply to our larden 
From my tent 1 fired upon their flocks with 
my great mufket, and brought down at lead a 
fcore at every fhot : but this fport led me to an 
pbfervation which I think important. 

Birds, as well as other living beings, are not 
all poffeffed of an equal degree of phy fical fen- 
fibjlity. Some fink under the leaft pain, while 
others bear with fortitude the moft acute fuf- 
ferings. AH fportfmen know, for inftance, 
that the flighteft wound is fufficient to bring 
down a woodcock^ and that it is often killed by 
the fall, rather than by the Ihot it has received. 
I have taken up feveral quite dead, though 
they had received but a flight wround from a 
fmall-fliot. The groufe of the Cape, on the 
contrary, appear to have organs little fenfible 
to pain, or a fort of courage which enables 
them to fupport it till the moment of death. 
Though I fired into the middle of the flock, 
and of courfe every flxot took place, it was very 

rare 
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rart that any remained, but fuch as had a i;ving 
broken, or were fiiot through the head. Y^ofe 
that were wounded flew away with the reft ; 
but on looking after them^ you would fee 
them from time to time dropping without any 
fign of life, and you might even trace them 
after they were out of fight by the dead that 
lay in their track. 

What I have here faid of birds is equally 
applicable to quadrupeds. Frequently there 
exifts a great difference of fenfibility even be- 
tween animals that have an affinity to each 
other : for a flight wound in the body will de-^ 
ftroy a panther or a leopard, while the cat^ 
which is much fmaller, will live with broken 
ribs and a fractured flcull, and fpeedily recover* 
It is the bufmefs of the anatomift and the na^ 
tural ^hilofopher to inform us what is the true 
caufe of this aftonifhing difference: I flxall 
only obferve, that there are individuals,, the 
bodies of which exhibit at one and the fame 
time parts extraordinary fenfible, with others 
which are not at all fo. To mention but a 
fmgle example : the porcupine of the Cape has 
the bones of its head fo fragile, that with a 
iiDgle ftroke of a fwitch you can eafily fradture 

K 2 its 


> 
I- 


^^ 


J3« TRAVELS IN 

its ikull, and thereby kill it} whereas yod^- 
might beat its body with a club, with all youf 
ftrength, without depriving i% of life. ThiS' 
fort of iafenfibility, let me add, is by no means 
owing to the hardncfs of its fkin, which* on 
the contrary is very tender j for, if you take 
hold of fome of its quills, or even its bair^ 
and pull them ever fo gently, ^ou will tear 
away with them all the fkIn in which they 
grow. 

In remembrance of the birds which I had 
killed, I called this fpring Groufe Fountain:, 
in the country it is named Matjes-Fontyn {^2X 
Fountain): and fo vexed was I with Pinar,: 
that in my anger I was on the point of ftyliag 
4t Fountain qi Torment, This man, as de- 
termined to follow me as if be had refolved to 
be my plague/ accompanied me the foll«|9l^i2ig 
day% Qa the road I refolved in my mind va- 
rious methods of getting rid of h»m; but I 
Jcnew his obfiinacy fo well, that I defpaired of 
iuccefe., Wl^en I arrived at the KaufC, how- 
ever, I fancied I had foui>d an opportunity of 
acconlpli(hing it* 

This rivulet was dry, like moft of thpfe we 
had lately croiIed» But a& its bed was fcooped. 

QUI 
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0ut of rocks, I doubted Hot but there were fe« 
▼eral cavities in it containing water. The pro- 
bability of my conjecture, added to the ro* 
mantic fituation of the place, made me refol ve 
to encamp here. I even informed Pinar, that 
I intended to remain a vehole week ; and, that 
he might entertain no doubt of it, I difmiffed 
Engelbrechts teame. This determined him: 
he continued his way, and thus I was rid of 
his company. 

What I had conjedured as to the river was 
quickly •verified : on fending a few of my 
people to fearch, they foon returned to inform 
me, that they had found water in twenty 
places. I was encamped very near fome vaft 
mountains of granite, through which the 
Kauffi had opened itfelf a paflage. In hollow- 
ing out its bed, the torrent had given the rocks 
a thoufand whimfical forms, which gratified 
the eye, and ip^uft form natural cafcades of 
extraordinary beauty when abounding with 
.water. The place where my camp was fitu*. 
ated was in general parched : there was little 
pafturage to be feen, and that little only here 
and there in patches, while it was covered with 
thick and lofty mimofas, the ihade ftf which 
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was the more grateful to us, because they were 
the firft large trees we had feen finc^ we left 
the Elephants-River. 

A botanift would have found here an ample 
harveft of various plants, particularly of the 
oily kinds, with which • the country abounds. 
I made drawings of feveral that appeared to me 
the moft remarkable j among others, of a mag- 
nificent ixia, very lofty, the numerous deep red 
flowers of which were extremely pleafing to 
the eye. I alfo noticed fome large and high 
buihes of the great euphorbia, with which the 
whole plain was interfperfed. The favages 
employ the milky juice of this plant to poifon 
the arrows they make ufe of in hunting the 
larger kinds of game. I was defirous of trying 
the poifonous quality of this plant, and, not- 
withftanding the ftrenuous difluafion of my 
Hottentots, I put a fmall drop of its milky 
juice upon my tongue, which occaiioned an 
infufFerable fmart for more tnan two hours. I 
cut a flice of the plant, and offered it to my ape, 
who leaped back affrighted, and ran to a con« 
fiderable diftance, without venturing to come 
near me again for a long time. 

)Llaai Bafler talked as if he was well aq- 

quainte4 
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quamted with this euphorbia. According to 
him, its juice is mod virulent when the plant 
is in flower, which was the cafe at prefent, 
and then it is that the favages lay up their (lore 
of it. To coUedl it they make little incifions 
in the plant, from which it flows out into par* 
ticular veflels made for the purpofe of receiv- 
ing it. At firft its colour is white and milky, 
butitfoon becomes brown, and thickens into 
the confilience of an eleduary, the deleterious 
powers of which, in proportion as it infpiflates^ 
are concentrated and increafed. 

With this mortal juice the hunters impreg- 
nate their arrows. Experience having taught 
them that a common arrow is feldom fuflScient 
to kill any of the larger forts of game, they 
have Invented this mode of flopping it quickly 
|n its fl4ght, by congealing its blood through 
the fpeedy and infallible means of a fubtile 
poifoa. To eSk€t the death of the animal, it 
is neceflfary that the venom reach the bloody 
and mingle with it: yet, inconceivable as it 
may be, the animal, though poifoned, is not 
the lefs who|elbcB)e^£:)od» as I have obferved 
elfewhere. 

The arrow is headed with a piece of bon« 

KL 4 well 
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iiretl iharpened. If iron wer« ufed, the afttyitf 
of the poifoa would corrode the metal, and 
fconvert it into nift, which would caufe it to 
feparate and fall off. Sometimes, indeed, they 
udd to the bone a point of iron, but then they 
take care fo to apply the infpiffated juice, thaC 
the metal Is not touched by it. 

In places where there are fmall refervoiffc 
of water frequented by game, the favages em-^ 
ploy the euphorbia,' for procuring this game, 
jn a different manner. They cut it in (liceSy 
throw thefe flices into the bafin, and ftir lh« 
water occafionally to accelerate the folution of 
the juice. When they think the water fuffi- 
tiently impregnated with the poifqn, they take 
put the dices of euphorbia, as no animal would 
venture to drink at the refcrvoir if he per-^ 
eeived them. This method, whi<^h is much 
more certain than the former, would be ex- 
tremely deftrudive, if the game were not pro^ 
teded by a kind of inftindl. It is faid, that 
there are foroe fpeciea with fenfes fo ^xquifite, 
that they eafily diftlngtiiih poifoned water, and 
can never be deceived by 4t,- while they have 
the light of d?iy to affift theni. Accordingly, 
^ long as the Ain is abCfV^ the h^nzpn, th^ fa- 
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Vages remain near the refervoir to keep them 
away, and leaye it free for their approach, only 
t^hcn the darkncfs docs not permit the eye to 
difcern any thing In it. 

Animal inftmft is an occult quality not eafy 
to be defined. Urtqucftionably it refults from 
tlie Combination of the elements of which 
every living being is compofed, which have 
a tendency to tcpel whatever is of a natur?t 
different from their own : but this is tathcr 
giving an account of the cffcCt than explain*^ 
ing the caufe, Man too has an inftind, which 
draws him towards that which is good^ and 
repels him from that which is noxious* But 
man in fociety quickly lofcs it j and frequently 
does not allow it time to unfold itfelf. Sa« 
vages, on the contrary, and all animals that 
^njoy their liberty, continually exercife .and 
improve it, I have often found bafins of 
water poifonpd with euphorbia j and whet^ 
the furface was fmooth, I could perceive on it 
a thin fliining coat of a greeni(h brown oil, 
which was the poifon. Now if my feeble 
eye were able to difcern this flight mark, how 
tobvieus muft it be to animals, the fight of al^ 
mcft all of which is fo perfed ? I flxall foon 

4 have 
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have occafion to return to this fubjedl, and I 
ihall relate circumftances which will prove^ 
that Klaas Bailer, in fpeaking of the efieds of 
euphorbia, did not deceive me« 

Though this mode of procuring game ap- 
pears as if it mud be very: productive, it ia 
much lefs advantageous than might be fup* 
pofed } for if the aninxals that come to drink 
are not warned by the fight, they foon are by 
the taile, and quit the water. I once poifoncd 
a fmall pond, to which there came in the courfe 
of the day more than four thoufand antelope^;, 
of the fpring-bock fpecies ; yet I caught only 
three, befide a hyena which I found there the 
next morning, and which had died in the 
night. When a flock of antelopes arrives at 
the bafin, the firft, or the mod thirily, attempt 
to drink ; but fcarcely have they touched the 
water when they retire affrighted, and the 
flock inftantly follow their example^ without 
approaching the fatal fn are. 

In traverfmg the dry bed of the Kaufli, I 
found feveral forts of aquatic biriJs, particularly 
thofe wild ducks which the planters call the 
htrg^eend (the mountain-duck.) . They fwani 
ai^d %orted io the Uttle baQn? among the 

rocks, 
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rbcks^ where perhaps they had never before 
been difturbed by any human being. Oppo» 
fitc one of thefe refervoirs I found a cavemt 
in which I fpent many hours watching for fuch 
of thefe birds ae I wiihed to procure. 

One day while I was in my hiding-place, I 
faw an elk^antelope, the iafja of the Hotten- 
tots» arrive at the bafin. The fight of him a& 
forded me the more pleafure, as he certaihly 
was ilot alone in this canton ; and having been 
obliged for fomp time paft to fefed my people 
at the expence of my flock, I was very defirous 
offupplying my kitchen by the help of my 
gun* This antelope would have faved me a 
few Iheep ; but at the time I had only fmall* 
ihot in my fufee, and I was afraid to put in a 
ball, left the noife and motion Should frighrea 
him away. However, as he was not more 
than ten yards off, and I had two charges to 
£re, I ventured to let off both barrels at once, 
^nd in fa£t he fell into the water, where he was 
drowned. 

Delighted with this piece of good fortune, 
upon which I had not much reckoned, I ran to 
my caitip for aiiiftance to carry home my 
prize ; f nd at the fame time I brought with 

roc 
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me a few hunters and my dogs, in .order to 
beat the adjacent parts, in the hope of finding 
more of thefe animals : but the fearch was 
fruitle&i and we were obliged to content our* 
felres v^ith the one I had fbot. 

One day, however, as I wa$ proceeding 
down the bed of the river, and beating about 
in the fame manner, with my hunters and dogs, 
my dogs fuddenly opened, and we prefently 
perceived before us a panther, ftretched on an 
antfdope which it was devouring. He ap* 
peared by no means intimidated at our ap« 
proach, but ghred furioufly at us with his 
eyes, without quitting his prey. There were 
fcven of us in company, all provided with 
fufees, fo that we ran no great rifk in attacking 
him. When ' we had advanced within fifty 
paces of him, he arofe, turned his head towards 
IIS, and feemed to feled the vidim on which 
it was his intention to fpring. My gun was 
loaded with ball : I fired, and wounded him ; 
and as he fled he received a few more flight 
wounds from my Hottentots. H6 took refuge 
in a hollow rock on the border of the river, a 
hundred paces farther on, whither 6iy dogs 
foilowcd him, and kept him at bay : but, though 

he 
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ht had loft much bloody and was nec^arily 
weakened^ they durft not attack him« Wa 
afcended the rocks on the oppofite bank, md 
from this another ball was fired by one of my 
people, which killed him. My dogs thca 
ruQied upon him; and before I could come to 
his refcue^ they had fo torn aild mangled him^ 
that his (kin was good for nothing, and I re^ 
folved therefore to leave him. 

My Hottentots, however, were not fo ready 
to abandon their prize. They purpofcd to 
have a feafl: upon thq animal^ add with tbh 
view bore him to my tent» In my firft jour- 
ney I had the cu^iofity to tafte a tiger, merely. 
to know the flavour of the fltfli of fuch a ter* 
rible carnivorous animal. From that trial they 
doubted not but I thought the tiger as excellent 
food as they did, and accordingly they offered 
to fave for my eating certain choice parts of 
our panther. I anfwcred with a fmile, that I 
could by no means think of feeding on an ani- 
mal which had perhaps devoured the flefli of 
fome Hottentot This argument had little 
cffe6t on my favages ; who, to convince me of 
my miftake, opened the panther, and fhowed 

me 
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mc tbst tbere ww nothing ip his ftoniach hist 
A Iktie clay^ which he had iwallowed to appeafe 
the rage of hunger^ and fome pieces of the an-* 
telope. Be . this as it wbuld^ I gave up the 
iKhole of him to my people, referving for my- 
fclf only a couple of quarts of greafe, which 
they took from him, and which is efteemed by 
the planters an excellent refolvent for tumours 
and ulcers^ 

In returning to my camp I found a beautiful 
ipecies of euphorbia, which I thought new^ 
and of which I made a drawings that is copied 
in thci annexed plate* This euphorbium ad* 
heres to the earth no otherwjfe than by a few 
flcnder roots. It rifes to the height of nine o? 
ten inches only ; and exadly refembles a cu* 
cumber, of which it has the bent fhape. It 
contains abundance of milky juice, which ap- 
peared to me as cauflic as that of the great eu- 
phorbia* Its colour, which is a yellowifh 
green, tinted with a beautiful (hade of violet to- 
wards the root, gives it a very attractive ap* 
pearance : but woe betide the man who fhould 
be tempted to eat of it ! as I am told it is a viru- 
lent poifon. Several of my Hottentots, and 

my 
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toy old Swaacpocl, who were pcrfeflly ac- 
quainted with this plant, informed me that it 
is called by the planters noordfcbe-kull. 

While in my walks I became acquainted 
with the environs of my camp, I alfo endea^ 
Toured to diftingulfh the plants and flowen 
which grew there in abundance. No where, 
during the whole courfe of my life, have I feca 
any fo fupcrb,^ from variety and brilliancy of 
colour, or fo curious for fmgularity of fornu 
At every ftep new ones prefented themfelves to 
my view ; and I involuntarily flopped to ad* 
mire their beauties^ How many did I fee, 
which, were they tranfplanted into the richeft 
gardens of Europe, would conftitute their chief 
ornament ! And how often did I regret, that I 
was not a fkilfui botanift ! Who knows, faid I 
to myfelf, whether among this number art 
might not find fome that would impart to our 
xnanufadures thofe beautiful and unfading dyes, 
which we have hitherto deemed the exclufive 
property of India? Who knows whether it 
might not difcover new remedies for fome of 
thofe.difeafes, which are deemed incurable, be- 
caufe our pharmacy fupply no means for their 
relief? 

Mor- 
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Mdrtified at my oWn. ignorance, which al- 
lowed me nothing more than a vague admi^ 
ration tending to no end^ I was obliged to con- 
tent myfelf, as I hav6 already faid, with draw- 
ing fuchjjowers aa^ appeared to me the moft 
fcarce and beautiful. Of fuch as were ripe I 
colle£led the feeds : and I iattemptcd to dry fe^ 
veral plants and prefervc them in paper, after 
the manner of botanifts. The laft ptocefe was 
the leaft employed by me» Befide that it is 
impracticable with the oily plants, I was foon 
weary of the many tedious, minute, and ufe^ 
leis cares it required. I fay ufelefs yfor oUi it 
be c&lled preferving a plant,, to fpodi its ihape 
IQ every part by crufliing it flat between two 
leaves of paper ? Is. it poflefllng a flower, to 
gather it of a purple hue in Africa, and bring 
it to Europe of the colour of fnufF or the peel 
of a dried onion ? In fine, can we know their 
nature by fl;udying it on dead and difcoloure4 
It^ves ? 

Since fafhion has fo greatly muhiplied tho^ 
artificia! flowers with which the drefs of wo* 
men is adorned, the makei's of them have begun 
to employ their Ikili in the fcrvices of botany, 
and aftonilhing performances in this way may 

be^ 
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be Jcen at citizen Venzers, the moft celebrated 
artift of the kind in Paris. It was in a houfe 
M the . mfitropolis of France thit I faw^ for the 
ftrfi tlme^ fome of thefe artificial plants^ the 
flo#ers> fruits, ftalks, leaves, and eveh roots of 
which were executed with aftohiiSing fidelityi 
and of their n'atural fize. To deceive the eye 
mdi-e efFedlually, mdft of thefe plants werd 
placed in pots filled with fand or dry mould* 
Never was nature more perfectly imitated by 
art ; here we have neither the glaring falfehood 
of the gtivef, nor the dead appearance of the 
hortus ficcus : all is life ; the plant feems to ve- 
getate ; and at one glance you take in the' 
whole, ind the various parts of which it is 
compofed. In this ftate, I have feen at P»iis 
African plants which I could not recognife in. 
herbals, hut which I inftantly knew in this col- 
leiflion. The botahiflmdecd mud decide how 
far this method may contribute to the advance- 
ment of his cxtenfive fcience. No doubt it 
would be impoffible for him to preferve every 
known plant in this manner in his cabinet, 
howeveif fpacious it might be : but could he 
iiot at lead find rooni for the dififerent genera, 
Vd^-il- L with 
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with a feledion of the moft curious and iu-^ 
ftrudive fpecies ? ; , , ; 

The eleventh of ^Septemjjer I refumed my 
journey, hoping that Pinar would have ad- 
vanced fo far before me, that I fhould not ex- 
perience the misfortune of falling in with him 
again. Already the heat began to be fenfible ; 
the Iky was covered with clouds ; we frequently 
heard loud claps of thunder; in fhort, every 
thing announced the approach of heavy ftorms, 
yet not a fmgle drop of water fell. This ex- 
treme drought rendered me very uneafy : I 
was apprehenfiye that I fhould every where 
find the rivers dried up, and had no hope but 
from' the. natural bafins and refervoirs to which 
chance might guide my ftpps* 

. After two hours. journeying we came to one 
formed by a vaft flat rock. My dogs had 
fcented it, but it was poifc^ned with. euphorbia, 
and I even found at a little diftance the flices 
of the plant that had been ufed, and which 
were now grown dry. On my arrival jit it I 
found my pack bathing themfelves ; and two 
6f the dogs had alfo drank of the water, and 
were lying on the brink of the refervoir in 

dread- 
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dreadful conyuUions. I made thofe that were 
Whing quit the water, of whic,h they had cer* 
taioly not fwallowed aay, fmce they were not 
^t all difordered ; and I forced down the throats 
of the other two feveral dofes of fpetm^ceti 
oil, which Q[iade them *yomit, and fayed their 
lives. They felt the effects of the poifon, 
however, for more than a fortnight : their legs 
were fo fliff, that they could not bend a fingle 
joint : during the whole of thi$ time we were 
obliged to leave them in the waggons, and 
they would take no food except milk. It was 
fortunate for us, that their eagemefs to drink 
had warned us of the danger. But for this, 
perhaps, my Hottentots would have watered 
the cattle at the rcfetvoir without fufpicion, 
and poffibly even fome of themfelves would 
have been poifoned in quenching their thirft. 
However great may be the proportion of 

euphorbia thrown into a pond of water, I am 

» • ■ 

perfuaded that it never difiufes itfelf through 
the whole mafs* It is my opinion, that the 
poifon is a refmous juice, which, being from 
its nature incapable of combining with water, 
fwims on the furface, &nd there forms that 
ihlniog gteeoifh oil, which with a little at^ 

L a tentioi^ 
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tention may be xli(cerned by tho tkakad tyif 
when the furface is fmopth. I tried the qua-* 
lities of th)« oil on myjfelf, Caking with aftraw^ 
from the furface of the ba(in^ a fmgle drop, 
which I put upon my to^igue ; and it gave me 
that kind ef burning pain which a caufUc ec-* 
cafions, I then took up feme water from the 
Klervoir In the hollow of my hand, and b[bw« 
ing off the oily fluid which fwam on the fur* 
face, I dipped the end of ray tongue ifito the 
remainder, but could not perceive in it the 
flighteft tafte difierent £rom that of water it* 

fclf. 

Bold, however, as ray experiment was, I 
dared not carry my temerity fo far as to fwal- 
Ib w any of this water : but I offered it to KeeSy 
the acutenefs of whofe fmclf could have in- 
formed me with certralnty if th^re Were any 
danger. He fnufFed at i% ^nd immediately 
left it. This trial not completely fatisfying* 
mci and defirous, if pofllble, to deceive the e»^ 
quifite fmel! of mfy ape, 1 iqueezed fbme juice 
of euphorbia into fbme railk,^d gfltve it him 
to drink. He would have been caught thk 
time ; for be not only tafted tkt taSk wShoiit- 
expreflSflg. die kaft dHgxxft,^ bw wae proceed- 
ing 
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trig to iwaUbw the whole^ if I had not pre- 
vented' him. 

He w^, however^ not in the leaft inj ured 
by t&k experioienr ; but it mud be confefied 
the dok w^g triflingf for I was unwilling to 
riflfe the life of an aniittal fa ufirful to me. Per- 
haps, too, toilk is an aiitidol;e to euphorbia, 
and K^s fWallowed the rdmedy with thd 
poifon* If thk fad was eftabli(hed, it would 
he an knportaiit difcovery. I would gladly 
ha^e oonfirmedi it, by giving an animal a fuf^ 
ficient quantity firft of the jiuce of euphorbia, 
and: afterwards of milk : but in< thofe deferts, 
and pnrpofing to take fb long a journey, I 
had no6 a (ingle beaft with me that I could 
fpare. I was obliged, there£oref, to defer my 
trial to> as future period j aiid- with this view I 
fiHed a. bottle with euphorbia juice, to prelerve 
Jt for a more favoumWe opportunity. 

The general opinion of the planters as to 
this juice is, that it occafions death by coagu^ 
Uiting tfie blood, and that confequently if is a 
poifon of the ftupefadive and narcotic kind. 
This f greatly doubt, from the violetit con- 
vulfiortS' whigh my dd^ji^' bfegain to experience 
ftfter having drank of the water of the baiin. 

' L 3 . Befides, 


.150 


TRAVELS IN 


Befides, for the planters to be right in their* 
conj\edure, this vegetable muft change its na-* 
ture with the foil and climate ;; fince, being* in 
that cafe a narcotic in Africa, it is confidcred 
at the fame time as a hydragogvie in Europe. 

I had too much reafon to dread the nfeigh-: 
bourhood of a poifoned water to remain long 
at this place. NotwithHandidg the e^ytr^or- 
dlnary vigilance I required of my people, fome 
of my beafis might go to it to drink* I deemedi 
it prudent, therefore, to depart as fpcedily as 
poffible, and I continued my journey. 

We were in the country of the lefs T^imi*- 
quas. Two ligagues beyond the refervoir we 
pierccived a few of thofe people keeping their 
herds ; but, alarmed at tKe fight of my caravan, 
they betook themfelyes to flight. I fpurred 
my horfe on towards them, to remove theiy 
fears, and get from them fome information j 
for, having an unknown country to. traverfe, I 
could obtain afliftance and information only 
from the hordes by which it was inhabited! 
They told me, that a league farther on was a 
horde of their nation, among which . dwelt iat 
white woman, whofe cattle they were keep^ 

We 
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We repawifed to the place mentioned, and 
found, in fe6l; a kraal compofed of about 
twenty huts. The white woman was ftand- 
ing before the door of hers. She had a gar-- 
ment on of tanned hidea like 'the Nimiquas, 
but fhe did not we^r like them either the krofs 
et the fmair ap^on. Pinar, as he paffed by, 
had informed her of my journey,* and I was ac- 
cordingly received as a perfon whofe arrival 
wasexpefted.- Having entered her hut, which 
was neither larger nor more ornamented thaii 
the reft, fhe inforrned me, thit her htifbknd 

* • * 

had lived with thisliorde, of wHch he became 
the chief, and that Ihe, at his -death having in* 
herited'his authorfty^ continued to live with 
It ftill; Itidfeted, 'from the • tone iii which fhe 
iffiied her cdmmands, I foon found that fhe 

> ^ 

was miftrefs* thfereV ' Her 'children' alfo were 
clothed 'like lierfelf in nothing but fkins ; and 
but for their long'.harir, fb em-browned were, 
their complexions by* the fun, that I fhtbuld 
have taken them for natives of the country; 
and the deception would have been 'the more 
eafy, from their fpeaking no language but the 
Nimiqua. - ^ 

pf my whole caravan, Klaas Bafter was the 
' ' V L /|. only 
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only peripn who undezfiood Uiis tongue, ^hich 
was thav of bis infancy. Though fJ liferent 
from the Hottentot language, whic;^ I alread;^ 
];new, it had the fame thre? clappings^ and 
appeared to ine to be copftru6:ed oa th? fame 
general principles : only I remarked, that thq 
Nimiquas moire frequently employed tj^ofg 
hoarfe founds, which, iifuing haftily ffom thg 
throat, divide their word^^ and render: th^q^ 
for a time unintjelligible to th^ ears of a firaz)^ 
gen 

The children had been tpid, that among ifi^ 
packages with which my waggons i^f rq l?^^n, 
J had divers ^flbrtments of fmall ^laf^:^are| 
and they v(^re defirpua, of ob^ftining fqu^Ci fyi^ 
the purpof« of ornamenting their drefs^ afte^ 
the Hottentot, faihipn. They could exprefs 
their .wiihes only by means, of Klaas Bailer, 
and they requeiled him to intercede with ni^ 
in their behalf. I was very ready tp comply 
with their defires, and evet) accompanied my 
prefent with a few Nimiqua words, whici) 
Bafter taught me, and wbi^b J ventured tq 
pronounce. 

Whenever I attempted to fpeak to the Ni^^ 

miquas ia tlieii; own ^nguage^ they heard me 

out 
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pgiit vrith patient atteation, t^ert^ themftplyai 
ta uad^rflaijid nxe^ and when tkey had guefl*^4 
niy meaaing, not only fe^med to |i?cl plc^urc^ 
j^om the ^ircumftance, but, talking yp vfij 
(houghts, were ^t the pains to infl;ru£l; m^ wh^^t 
I ought to have faid From this ben^vpl^nfcc^ 
of dirpofition^ and readineTs to oblige^ I <:puI4 
not but be furprifed to find oppofite in|clipati9iM 
ia the chlldfei} of theqbL^.; Pm^ (^^7 ^^v^ 
really children ; and th^nqe I cpi^cludedp tli^ 
th^ir laugh refulted from tjl^at little maliciouCi 
i^s whicl)>i$ commcm to their age i and thim 
l^nx ftiUr ii[iGlincd to \>f;lk^q^fqp I hifi^ye B^ve» 
i^en a NifpiflP?; l^Hfib^ i^: ^^niil^r cirqun^^ 
ftances, a; my, »wlf wiaf4 in^npt r qf ex;preff^ 
J4*gavyfel£. 

X {ball not ftop here to r^elate.; the maiio^ 
aqd cuftpms of thia hord^of lefa Niq[iiqua$9 a$ 
they differed very little from tbofe of the 
neighbouring bordei^^ of which I fliajil fooia 
have occafion to fpeak. In their dreis they 
much refembledthe Hottentots on the eafbera 
coa(l, the variations b^ing too flight to meri^ 
notice. An intelligent traveller, who has many 
^oiilar peo{^e to defcribe, ix^uft; exhibit them 
W. ft Yft^ole, if, Ije woyld rjpnder hi§ work in^. 

« 

tcrefting 


154 TRAVELS IN . 

terefting to the reader, and particularife only 
iiich as are diftinguifticd by greater powers of 
invention, or progrefs in arts, and thence pof- 
ftfs a certain degree of fuperiority, i (hall 
only obferve, that the lefs Nimiquas in gene- 
ra! are more ftoutly made, and not fo thin- 
▼xfaged 28 the Hottentots io the neighbourhood 
of the Cape. 

The widow had fent to my camp a portion 
of tfiC mifk of her herds, and in imitation of 
her example all the women of the horde 
brought fome of theirs alfo. This voluntary 
tribute was continued during my ftay at the 
kraal. It recalled to my remembrance thqfc 
pfeafing days of my firft journey, when the 
young Narina brought me every morning milt 
drawn from her goats with h'er own hands. 
But how great was the difference ! Inftead of 
thofe pretty clean bafkets in which the charm- 

ing Gdnadua dfrered me herprefenr, I here faw 

. » ■ • • - 

nothing but wooden bowls,' clumfijy made'; 
and with a ranicid and buttery coat round the 
edge, at once difgufting to the eye and the nofe. 
My Hottcntote, little nice in matters of clean-' 
Knefs, were very well fatisfied with the prefent 
of the Nimiquas; but I, conceiviiig an invin* 

ciblfi 
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' dible diftaftc for it, contented my felf with' the 
milk of my own dairy, and gave to my dogt 
what, my people-left unconfumed of theirs. 

The evening of my arrival there was a ball i* 
for it mufk be. obferved^ that among the plea^ 
fures which the hofpitality of favages endea«i^ 
yours to procure for ftrangers, dancing holds 
the foremofl rank. This noify feftivity, had 
\t been the firfttime of my. witnefling it, might 
jdave afforded me amufement : but I had fai 
ofteti heard their ha ha^ ho ho^ that the in- 
tereft was vanifhed* My attention was ex* 
tited, howeveri by one of the muficians, wha 
played on the 'flute- in a manner I did not com- 
prehenc), and which awakened my curiofity* 
Having . put the inftrument to his mouth, he 
^rew from it very loud tones : then, fuddenly 
breaking off, he repeated the lafl notes of his 
mufic fo as to produce an exa£l: imitation of 
)^n echo. : This variation on a ftringed inftnr- 
nient would not have^furprifed mc, but op a 
wind inftrument it was by no means fo eafy.. 
I was defirous' of knowing the method he em- 
ployed, and, upon his explaining it to me, I 
found it to be extremely Ample ; it confifted 
in fliifung.hb -flute from his mouth to ope of 

his 
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his ooftrils : he then blew a$ before^ mA t&e 
wind ifEiiQg from his nofk with a fort oi 
fnuffliogt which dea^eosd the fQund, the eSe£^ 
qF aa echo wa5> fo perfeftlj inutated, that it 
vsaa ioapoflibli^ not to be ftruck with the re- 

The white woasm being the only perfon la 
tbft hpfdb who undcrflbod Dut^^h, I could con^ 
yerfdwithnQ oae e)^ I fhali oe^er foiget^ 
that wh«n fk^ was o«r day Tehataeiitly extok 
Uog t^ c^cellei^ce pf the coimtry £be inha» 
bic«4^ ijie aflfejtedt by way of convincing ma 
^ ksjup^ontjj that fhe had' neyer feen « 
flfit mj iti AccoiKimg tQ. her, this was a fin« 
gt^fi kiiidfutfs of nataire, and a pequliarity c^ 
t^e dnf^ate : but thi^ fame nature^ whofe p'e^ 
I^SDded ^af&iSkibn. had i»rote^led it from fleasi 
had at the fa^e time not exempted it from 
moithcx: pamCftical animal, in my opinion fap 
n^Qm. tccniUefodte and: difguftiilg, with which 
the poor wnmaA. fwarm^d as well!aa her fub-* 

Another and ftiU greater iacsonvenience, 
which diftiftgulflied this Happy fpot. Was thq 
millions of; fUes and gnats, which ; formed fuch 
fw^ms^ that'tbe laraal wa& Qovcred.and th« 
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luts filled wkh theiob. £ten my lehte and 
ivaggons were fo crowded wkh them, that I 
was oUjged to fleep every nighty while I re- 
mained there, ia the qpen air* 

Though this country, the excellence a€ 
which was fo much vaunted to me, was bar« 
ren, it produced the mod handfome and yi^q^ 
reus breeds of domeflic animals that I have 
any where feen in Africa. I purchafed feveral 
goats, each of which gave me daily as mte:h> 
milk as the heft of my cows ; and they coft 
me only a few knives, and fteels for iUiking 
fiire. 

The oxen equally exceed in ftrength thofe 
in the eaftem colonies : but» from the modea 
of bringing them up, they are divided iota 
three clafles, beads of burden or draught, fad*- 
dle-oxen, and war-oxen. Of the former two 
I (hall fay nothing, as they are known among 
the other favage tribes, and even in the colony, 
as I have ahready faid, where they are broken 
m after the fame manner ; obfervii^ only, that 
the Nimiqua faddle-oxen are much fuperior to 
theliorfe in fupporting fatigue, and excelled by 

him in fcarcely a&y thing but fwifudCe^ The 

oxen 
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oxen felcQicd for rhls piitpole are thofe ■ift'hicli 

4 

liaTe the lead bodies and largefl legs, 

Ab to the war-oxen (bak^ly-o^e) it was in 
this horde I faw them for the fir ft time ; which 
jproves how much Kolben was miftaken, when 
lie afierts, that they are ufed in all the Hotten- 
tot nations. Their name is derived from the 
purpofe'for which they are employed. They 
are ufed in battle, and tho& in particular arc 
chofen which are moft fierce and ungovern- 
able. Being driven on againft the enemy^ 
Aey become furious at the fight of the adverfe 
ho^Ly rufh on the men, trample them under 
their feet, gore them with their horns, and 
purfue them in their flight till they have de- 
prived them of life* They are alfo employed 
in defence of flocks and herds. Naturally 
courageous, they are not only capable of re- 
pelling wild beafts, but they even venture to 
attack them.; and a hyama, however hungry^ 
will never come near a flock guarded by two 
or three of thefe formidable animals, a num- 
ber of which will even make head ag^nfl li 
Mon, 

* The.iheep^ which ftand as high on their 

legs 
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fegs as our goats, are alfo'fuperiorte ours in 
fizc. They have not, however, that eoor^ 
mous fat tail, by yrhich thofe of the Cape and 
the plantations are diftinguifhed. My Hot* 
tentots, accuftomed, according to the tafte of 
their nation, . to efteem no meat unlefe very 
fat^ exprefled a kind of averiion to animals 
with a lean, flender fwitch of a tail hanging 
down to the ground. The iheep which thtf 
Dutch colony now pofTeflTes came from Eu* 
rope. At firfl it had no fheep ; and undottbt* 
edly thofe which were tranfported thither 
were without large tails. For this fingularity is 
unknown in Europe, Thefe tails therefore 
muft have been acquired in Africa, from the 
change of food, foil, and climate, and thus was 
formed the variety now feen there. I had 
ftill one left, which I had purfchafed on the 
road ; and fav^ral of the Nimiquas, who had 
never feen any thing like it, could not ceafe 
from admiring it. To the widow it was no 
novelty ; for fhe afTured me, that all her huf- 
band brought with him, when he removed 
into that country from Roye-Sand, his native 
place, were of the fame kind as mine; but 
this property la time difapp^tftdi and at the 
: -^. third 
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third gtifieratton their taib becimie flender Itkd 
thofe I faiw. The leece of thefe fhecj) was 
jict curled ahd foft to thb tctich ; oh th^ con-* 
toiary^ it confided of lori^ flat hair, harfh and 
fliifiing, and altogether unfit for fpinmng* 

Before! I left the horde, I returned the obli- 
gations I was under to th6fe who cOmpofed it, 
fer the inilk with Which I had been fo abnn- 
datitl^r fupplied, by i few prefents. The chief 
requeued of me a little powder and (hot, her 
tiotk f>{ which was completely exhaufted j fo 
that, beifig furirounded by Bofhmen, fhe was, 
afraid 6f being attacked by them by night, 
efpcteially if they fholild fufpeft this to be the 
veifon why they no longer heard the report 
of any gu»s from th6 kraal. When Pinat 
tififed the horde, (he- had imparted to him her 
fears^and begged of him a fupply: but he 
rtidely refufed her, faying that I fhould foon 
p^fs that Way, andt being well flocked, could: 
furni^ htfr with whatever fhe wanted. 

Had no motives of gratitude? prompted me 
tt) oblige this woman ^ I fhould have done, it 
ftom mett pity. The firie jierfbn of her com* 
plexion amidft tih«ftf dt fcrts,'live feagx^csdiftant 
ffom any otiler hxta^i fi^pbrtsd* only by z 

handful 
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ixsindfiil of men^ fhe muft have pofTefled great 
tourage and intrepidity to remain in fuch an 
slarming (ituatioh. Few perfons would have 

» 

difplayed equal fortitude in (imilar circum* 
iiances : . but (he \yas one of thofe warlike he-^ 
roines^ of whom I have fpoken in my former 
journey. She rode well, boldly fired at the 
Bolhrbcn if £^ny nlade their appearance, and 
hunted lions as women in Europe hunt hares. 
I gave her a few pounds of powder, v^ith a due 
proportion of ball, which were a valuable pre-> 
ibnt. to her, of which (hi certainly would make 
no bad ufe. 

Colonel Gofdcn had more than once men^ 
donedto me at the Cape, a failor of the name 
df Si:hoenmakef, who, having deferted from 
the Company^s fervice, had retu-ed into the 
defert; sihd lived among the Nimiquas. This 
fugitive was a very honeft man, according to 
the report of Gordon, who had met with him 
in his travels ; and the Colonel, thinking he 
might have it in his power to be of iervice ta 
me^ had remitted me a letter for him, at the 
fame time that he fent me one for KIaa» Baften 
I had nb urgent occafion for feeing Schoe]>» 
ttkiktt at this tim^ ^ but the GbloQerts leneT 
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pight afford hiiq pleafure in his folitude, and 
I thought I ihould oblige him by conveying 
it to him. It was an adt of pure civility on 
my part ; yet was it eventually produdive of 
confiderable happinefs to myfelf, and^procured 
me fervices I was far from expeding. 

Suppofing that Schoenmaker mud be known 
to the widow, I enquired after him. She told 
me, that he lived at prefent twelve leagues from 
tlie horde, and offered fome of her people to 
Condud: me thither. This offer I accepted 
the more readily, becaufe, in my way to this 
wandering Tailor, I fhould have to pafs another 
horde, which was a. fcparation from that of 
which the widow was the chief, and her rc^ 
commendation would be fure to fecure me a 
good reception. 

I arrived at it after five hours travelling ; and 
no doubt information of my vifit had been fent 
thither before me, fmce at my approach the 
chief came to meet me with fome of his peo- 
ple, to. welcome me and exprefs the fatif- 
fadion, it gave him. Incapable, of underftand- 
ing what hefaid, or. making him any anfwer, 
J; returned his compliments, without theaifift- 

ance of my iotetrpreter, in a wry fimple an4 
: ; • . /liitfiUigiblc 
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intelligible manner, by ofiering him a piece of 
tobacco^ and a little hardware, among which 
were two excellent knives. My prefent ap- 
peared to afford him much pleafure ; and, to 
fliew how fei^fibk he was of the fervicc I had • 
done him) he took out of a fmall leathern bag, 
which hung from his arm, a bad knife, quite 
worn out, which he fliewed me, fhrugging up 
his flioulders at the fame time, in order to make 
me underftand how ufelefs it was become. 

This proves at how little expence a favag^j 
may be gratified. A fimple knife, a bit of 
tobacco^ a glafs of brandy, have more effedt 
on a whole horde, than the entrance of an 
embaffador even from the grand Turk, and 
the profufion of thofe by whom he is fent* 
So true it is, that the flate of nature is to that 
of fociety, as health to difeafe j and while the 
invention mull be racked to find amufement 
in the latter, in the former very little is fuffi- 
cient to give fatisfadtion. 

Our chief was accompanied by an elder bro- 
ther, who, like him, had been chief of a horde^ 
but^ tired probably of fuch high honour, had, 
abdicated his dignity like a philofbpher, and 
comjs hither to live in retirement and contempt 
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of grandeur* His late niajefty likfewife reccH'ed 
from me a mark of refpeft, ia a prefent of 
a fmall knife and a little tobacco. 

The moment the chief receired nxy prefent, 
he was eager to {hare it with his iM^other ; and 
each with admirable generofity immediately 
employed his knife to divide the piece of to* 
bacco, and diftribute it among thofe by whom. 
they were accompanied. 

It was probably the intention of the two 
brothers to be beforehand with me in a prefent, 
as no doubt they had prcvioufly given orders 
for this purpofe. At leaft, though we wercr 
live hundred pace? from the horde, two fat 
flie^p arrived, which they recfueftcd me to 
accept. 

The true mode of rendering yontfclf re- 
fpeded by favages is to convince them, by 
fomc extraordinary feat, how fuperior a white 
man is to the natives of their own country. 
I had a double-barrelled piftol; I fired it 
through the head of each of the fheep, and 
killed them both^-- My Nimiquas were ac- 
quainted with the report of fire-arms : they 
had feen fufees in the hands df fome of the 
planters : but they knew nothing of piftols, 
^ and 
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jmd they could not comprehend how an in* 
ftrum«nc fo fmall could be as malicious^ that 
was their expfeflion, as a great one. My cock 
and hen had equally excited their furprife. 
They adxiiired the familiarity of thofe animals, 
whigh, as ufual, came wandering round me. 
They were aflonifhed to fee them as tame a$ 
an ox ; but they could * not conceive the bene* 
fit I reaped from fuch fmall birds on my Jour-- 
ney. Klaas Bafler ^as my interpreter in thi^ 
conrerfation, which I confefs ^$brded me much 
^mufemeqt. 

. We repaired to the kraal, which confided 
of about five^and-twenty huts, and of courfe 
was not very populous. In the evening, whea 
the cattle returned from pafture, the womem 
.brought me milk ; and the quantity was fo 
great, that more than half of it was wafted j 
even my dogs could not drink it. Kees too, 
after havipg run from bowl to bowl to fatiate 
Jiis gluttonous appetite, was obliged to leave it 
like them. 

After thefe preliminaries the dance comment 
cedi and, to do me the more honour, it was 
performed near my tent. Ir was not poflible 
iox me to get a moment's fleep ; but^ as to 
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my people, they were intoxicated with joy; 
This always happened in fimilar halts. Be* 
fides pleafure and good cheer, they were ex- 
cufed from work. At length, when day broke, 
they retired to fleep ; while I, though fatigued 
with the fight and noife of the crdwd, took my 
fufee, and went to beat the country with my 
dogs; 

The place did not proniifc me much fpbrt | 
I perceived only a few dWarf trees thinly feat- 
tered over the dif^ant mountains, and nothing 
but oily plants, without a fmgle tree on the 
plain. I faw feveral vultures, which appeared 
to me of a difFerent fpecies from thofe with 
which I was already acquainted ;^ but they 
were fo high that I could not (hoot any of 
them. I alfo found feveral flocks of oftriches, 
but they did not allow me to come near them* 
The rocks were covered with crows, and the 
plain with larks ; but I faw not a fingle fcarce 
bird to fire at, and kiljed only one animal worth 
notice in my whole day's excurfion. This 
was a hare, of the fame fpecies with thofe I 
had formerly fecn at Karow, and known there. 
\)y the name of roode-gat-haas (the hare with 
jhg red anus). His ears are not fo long as thofe 
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of the common hare, and the hind legs alfo 
are proportionably fhorter. 'The colour is id 
general carroty ; and on the belly . white, like 
the European hare. I believe no natural ift has 
mentioned this animal , which I conflder as a 
Ipecies, not a variety : and what confirms me 
in this opinion is, that in the fame country 
there are other hares exactly refembling thofe 
of Europe, except that they are fmaller. The 
Hottentots, who have in general an averfioh 
to hare's flelh, would not fafte this, though 
they faw me eat it with pleafure ; for in fad 
it was excellent^ and itiore delicately flavoured 
than the commoii hiirc. 
' The country afibi'ded oile animal whidi 
I was very defirous oC procuring ; but I fought 
it in vain, Severatmen of the horde wore its 
Ikin for a krofs, or cloak ; but, as the head 
and feet were cut off, 1 was unable to difcover 
to what fpecies it belonged^ or what were its 
charaders. The greyifh blue colour of the 
fur, and the length of the hair on the fptne of 
the back, fufficiently recalled to my mind the 
fame parts in the hy^na defcribed b)^ BufFon, 
which I had an opportunity of feeing ieveral 
times in Europe ; but the fmallnefs of the iize 
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did not agree with that naturalift's df icrlptiOQi 
and I conceive it to have been a fpeciea of ardic 
fox (ifatis). The fayagps afllired me, tha( 
the animal burrows in the earth, and tber9 
brings lip it^ yoyng. The fur is fpft and beau* 
pful) and I purchafed feveri^l pieces of it. 

Wheal departed, the chief fcnt fome ofhi| 
men to »5coropany me to Schdenmakers* Oij 
sny arrival^ I found a little man in a red cap 

und the drefs of a Dutch failor. He wap fun- 

• ... , » 

Toundfd by a numbei: of charming little girls^ 
entirely naked, the oldeft of whom ^as not 
wne years of i^gc. Nothing cpuld be more 
engaging than the fight pf this family, Jhf 
natural graces of thefe children, their Uve^ 
]y endeariAent«9 their pleafieg featufrs» an^ 
even their Tery nakednef$, prefented to my 
.mind ihe image of a brood of ypui^g Lqvss, 
Their unfortunate protedlpr bafi deferted t^^velvp 
years, ago, and. thp fear of being dragged from 
his retreat had condempf d him to perpetual 
anxiety. Ever alone, ever impelled to fliun 
the focicty of his fello¥?s, he led a. wandering 
|ife, afid dared not return to the colony. 

In fuch a iituationmy prefence could not 
but alarm him# The train that followed me. 


0vt jGompmY by 'wliich I w^ attended*, mj 
(Colour, my fuddea and uniexpe^tcd arrival^ 
pecelTarily had a finifter aj^earaoce to a mai^ 
who was cominually apprehenfiyc of being bc^ 
frayed, purlued, an4 arrefted* Fear was 4^ 
pid:ed on his countenaiice ; eyen his childrei^ 
lightened jat my 9pprpach» $ed ^nd difap? 
peared«i 

^ My firft carp was to remove the terrors of 
which I had been th^ ianocent caufe. To 
put an end to them as fpeedily a? poifible, I 
told the fugitiTe * that I cam^ to deliver int^ 
^is hands a letter from CQlonel GoxKlon, of 
which I was the bearen At the name of 
Oordon, joy fparkkd . in his before appall^ 
countenance : he beheld me ag a fi^iend | zsA 
3^as eager to teftify it by pfieiing me his hand* 
The little fwarm then quickly drewoearyan4 
(contended who fliopld mod load him with 
careffes^ For my part, envious rather o£ the 
liappinefs he mull enjoy in fuch a fituation 
tlian ftruck with his apprehenfions, I already 
began to promife myfelf the fatisfet^ion of 
(:omp)etely quijeting his mind, and obtaining 
fpr him every aflurance of being permitted to 
l^ipAXI^ und^fiurbed. But, though no life coui4 
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be more plcafing than that which he then led, 
the fear which continually haunted him ex- 
cepted^ and QO date of freedom more com- 
plete; it is clear^ from the ftep he afterwards 
took, that little Hvas wanting to draw him from 
it, and induce him again to involve himfelf in 
the troubles of focial life. For, on my return 
to the Cape, having obtained his pardon, he 
was nofooner informed of it, than he returned 
with all his children, abandoning his huts, his 
wives, the fports of the field, and that entire 
liberty of adion, for which 1 would have bar- 
tered the richeft empires by wholefale. 

Being unable to read the Colonefs letter, he 
defired me to read it to him : which when 1 
had done, he offered me every fervice in his 
power. Without informing me of his inten- 
tion, he ordered an ox and a few flieep to 
be killed and diftributed among my peoplef. 
His wives, who were all Hottentots, and had 
hid themfelves at my approach, madp their 
appearance one after another, and I gave them 
a few trifles as well as their children. I fay his 
wives, for he had many ; and in this reipedl he 
made a free ufe of the independence ai^ifing 
from his mode of life. Indeed his horde corfu 

9 fifted 


• AFRICA, 171 

filled only of his wiyes, his children, and feyea 
or eight Hottentots in his fervice. To the 
place where this horde was encamped, I gkvc. 
the name of the Seraglio. I afterwards met 
with three fimilar hordes on hiy journey, but 
their fultans little refembled Schoenmaker: 
they were villain s, of whom I fhall hereafteif 
have occafion to fpeak. 

Since my departure firom Namero, I obfervedl 
that my draught-oxen gradually wkfted away^ 
though I had been careful not to work them 
hard, and they had only begun to draw mtf 
fince we left the Kaufli. Btit the <:ountry 
afforded only dry plants and a few Ihrubs ; 
and this kind of diet, to which they were not 
accuftomed like the Nimiqua cattle, did not 
agree with them. This Schoenmaker obfenred 
alfo, and advifed me to quit the countiy as 
ipeedily as poflible ; offering at the fame time^ 
if I would allow him two days to make the 
neceffary preparations, to draw me with his 
own oxen as far as the Great Riven Such an 
offer could not be otherwife than acceptable : 
of courfe it was not refufed, and I employed 
my^wo days in examining the country and 
{he mountains^ 

Thfs 
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This part was no better than that wWch ^ 
}ud juft left It was dcftitute qf animals, 
;s(nd I found nothing to add to my colledio^ 
\mt a new fpecies of ftarling. I ho wher^ 
iaw any of the large ki^ds of game; the 
(ofkHiiy of which Schoenmaker jUtrib^ted ta 
|Iie ^(^t» at}d tigersi which 1^ £ud were fo 
numerous as to drive them ^w^y i \»^t I W49 
f oclined lefs to aceuie the beafts qf prey thaa 
|ke want of food and wa^r, 

Hp^B^ever, be the , caufe what; it would, I W99 
DWOh vexed at this fs^Uure ^fjg^xac. I had 
f^Iy b<en foiir months on my journey; yet | 
p^4 . qilpeady cpnfumedf for th? fupport of my 
|>fi9ple, more iheep and oxc;n than duriz^ the 
yvhole fixteen pionths of my fonder journey. 
IP^ : ppe hand) the delays I had experienced 
had conGderably dlminifhed my (lores : on the 
idthfr, feveral of piy cattle h?d died on th§ 
road, from accid^nt^ fatigue, and thirft. But 
what gave me moft chagvia was^ that, after hay* 
ing purch^fed iicw teams, I fpund myfelf on 
(he point of being obliged to r(:pla;:e them by 
OthtEs, 

Hopelcfs of finding a better country i|*my 
pr^f^fit track, I had twenty times embrace thp 
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^elign of turning towards the ekft. I was a . 
little acquainted with the confines of Cafifaria, 
and I flattered myfelf^ that, between the chain 
of Gamis and the country of the Tambouquis, 
which'borders on that of the Cafires, I fhould 
perhaps be fortunate eilough to difcovef fomc 
paflage, which Would allow the to penetrate into 
the eaftern countty. I knew alfo, that the lofty 
rtountainft, which occupy the centre of fouth- 
ern Africa^ give rife to many rivers, fome of 
which flow weftward to the Atlantic oc^an^ 
while others, taking an oppofite couife^ dif- 
iembogue themfelves into the fea on the eaft* 
The latter I knew to be more numerous and 
ample than the former j and I hoped, that bf 
following their courfe, and the valleys through 
which they rdn, I might efcape from the exe- 
crable country in which I found myfelf obliged 
continually to flop. 

One confideration alone checked me. I was 
almoft within fight of the diftridl of the girafies* 
Thefe animals,' fo little known to naturalifts, 
and even to the inhabitants of the colony, had 
k)ng been the objects of my moft eager curi- 
bfity. One of the chief motives of my journey 
had been to fludy and become acquainted with 

them ; 
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them ; and, as long as I Kvcd, I fbotild nev€t 
have forgiven myfelf, if^ when: aa opportunitjf 
offered, I had failed to embrace it* 

Befides, the dreams of imagination intef* 
fantly affailed me, and infmuated, that beyond 
the river I fhould find a country more pleaiant, 
more fertile, and more eafy to traverfe ; and t 
fuffered myfelf to be impofed on by chimeras^ 
which had no foundation but my extreme do- 
fire qf meeting new objefts* 

Klaas Bafter and Schoenmaker told me alfo 
a hundred tales, which fhrengthened my cre« 
dulity. To hearken to them, the Great River 
was never dry, its banks were covered with 
lofty trees, and I fhould there find every con- 
venience for a pleafing encampment. They 
fpoke to me of rare birds, as well as of hip- 
popotami, rhinocerofes, girafies, and every 
kind of game, which abounded in this boafted 
place, and gave me an ardent djefire of arriving 
there. 

Throughout the whole of this canton I 
found a great number of fmall vultures, of a 
pale yellow carnation colour ; the lame fpecies 
as BufFon defcribes under the name of the 
Egyptian vulture. The Nimiq^uas call it ourU 
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gourap (the white crow). The mountaing 
affi>rded me a f^w charming plants, of which I 
made drawings, and among others two beau^i 
tifiil lilies with a (ingle corolla, one of a crirn* 
fon, the other of a lenion colour. 

Schoenmaker, having completed his prepa* 
rations, and ifTued his orders before his de^ 
parture, direded all his oxen to be yoked to 
my waggons, and we fet off without delay, 
after having left a few pounds of powder with 
his horde, to defend it againft the Bofhmen, if 
they ihould attack it iii his abfence. In lefs 
than five hours we came in fight of a horde of 
the lefs Nimiquas : and, as my caravan might 
occafion an al^rm, Schoenmaker advanced be-* 
fore us to inform them who we were» This 
was the largeft horde I had yet met with, 
having not lefs than fifty or fixty huts, fepa- 
rated into three divifions. At our approach, 
all the inhabitants afiembled together. I had 
never before feen fb many favages in a body ; 
fo that it*was a fight to me fomewhat ftriking 
and awful. Curiofity prompted them all to 
advance. I was furroun^ed by them. Every 
one wanted to fee and come near me. All 
fpok< at Qfi\ds ; fo that I heard nothing but a 

con- 
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confuted huih) which, though deafenings wal 
intcrefting td me from the torid of friead(hip it 
Inreathed^ 

A ' 

Prefently.a female voice v^as heard, which 
prevailed over all the reft, and occasioned 2^ 
general filcnce. It was that crif an old Hot- 
tcntot named Kakoear, who paifled for a witch 
tiitoughout the whole country. The cenVpany 

^ r 

Opened to make way for her, aA'd (he advanced 

towards me, uttering the moft frightful cries^ 

Her howling alarmed me. I was apprehen- 

five it announced the horror (he felt at my 

prefence, and that flie would excite the horde 

to fall upon me, by reprefenting me as a fufpr- 

cious pcrfon or an enemy. Who could havt 

thought it ? This bellowing was the expreffio^ 

6f her good- will. On coming up' to me,; &it 

preiTed my cheeks roughly with both het 

hands, and embraced me in a fimilaf marmen, 

Thefe tokens of krndnefs were fucceeded by 

others, mingled with Ikipping, jumping, and 

antics of all kinds. Now {he fpokc to me with 

inconceivable fire and volubility : then addrefl^ 

ing the company in w^ords I did liw uii- 

derftaiid, flie pointed to me witfli he^ han\!;^ 

and applied her fift to^ the pit of tny- ftcAaeh. 
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M^^ interpreter, Klaas Bafter, was by me : 
but in vain did I requefl him to explain to me 
wlxat the pythonefs faid. Scarcely had he be- 
gun to tranflate a (ingle fentence, before fhe , 
had finifhed ten more. At length exprefling 
herfelf mote clearly, with a gefture too fignifi- 
cant for me to mifapprehend, fhe demanded of 
m^fome of the water of my country. This very 
intelligible language I anfwered by ,a bumper 
of brandy, which I poured out into a large 
goblet, and (he took it off at a fmgle draught. 
On this fhe began to play her pranks more 
violendy than before : Ihc danced, fung,^ 
laughed, and cried, all at oncej -every now 
and then prefenting me her goblet to fill. This 
was replenifhed fo often, that at laft, her tongue 
and limbs both failing her, it became neceflfary 
to carry the prieftefs back to her temple. 

Hitherto the forcerefs had appeared to me 
only as a bacchanalian, a perfon pofTeiled, or 
rather a mad woman. I perceived nothing of 
that craft, that air of being infpired, that af* 
fe<3:ation of profound fcience, that quackery^ 
which fo well fuit her pretended art. Unable 
to guefs the means by which fhe had impreffed 
on her comrades fo high aix idea of her fupe*^ 

Vol. II. N riority, 
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riority, I inquired by what ads flie had ittJtni- 
fefted her talents, and I difcovercd her repu- 
tation to be founded only on ignorance, pre- 
judice, and ridiculous credulity. The only 
proof of her power they cited was, that her 
cattle were never attacked by the lions or 
tigers : but it is to be obferved, her cattle con- 
lifted of no more than fix Iheep and three 
cows ; and as to thofe belonging to the horde, 
though very numerous, they were feldom at- 
tacked, becaufe they had feveral war-oxen to 
defend them, befide their keepers. Thus the 
real forcerers were the dupes of the forcerefs, 
fmce they were the only protedlors of her few 
beafts. 

The human race, and particularly the igno- 
rant part of it, are ft ruck with every thing extra-^ 
ordinary. I queftion not but the great renown 
of this female originated from her very follies, 
which appeared to the favages to have fome- 
thing in them fupernatural ; and neither Schoen- 
maker nor Klaas Bafter, who had often before 
mentioned to me the famous Kakoes and her 
wondrous feats, had the leaft doubt of her 
being a great magician. But what moft afto- 
niftied me was, that fuchi a woman fliould have 
I taken 
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taken it into her head to a<3: the forcerefs ; 
fince the idea of gaining pre-eminence over 
others by means of tricks, fuppofes an addrefs 
and cunning fuperior to the underftanding of 
a favage, and a kind of calculation of events 
beyond what fo unpraftifed a mind is capable 
of forming. But experience has demonftrated 
the poffibility of weaker impofing on more 
enlightened minds, and, arguing from the 
greater to the lefs, it is T\ot altogether fo abfurd 
to believe a little in witchcraft. But, whatever 
opinion might be entertained, of my pythonefs, 
it is certain, that the dread of her fuppofed 
power was of great utility, not Only to her 
own horde, but alfo to the adjacent ones. The 
place (he inhabited appeared to the favages 
much more fecure than any other : accordingly 
humbers collected round her, and this it was 
that occafioned her horde fo be fo populous. 
The Boflimen themfelves dreaded her* Thefe 
robbers never attempted to plunder thfe terri- 
tory where fhe took up her abode; and flie 
had even acquired fuch an afcendancy ovef 
them, that, if any one of their thefts came to 
her knowledge, fhe fet ciff immediately, alotie 
fend unguarded, proceeded to their retreats in 

N 2 the 


i8o TRAVELS IN 

the midft of the woods, to threaten thcrti with 
her vengeance, and thus compel them to a re- 
ftitution of the ftolen property. 

The country of the lefs Nimiquas extend* 
in longitude from the mountains of Camis to 
the fea on the weft, and in latitude from Na- 
mero to the banks of the Great River. Fron\ 
the kiformation I could coUefl: refpeding the 
number of irihabitants throughout the whole 
of this tra<9:, I imagine I fhall rate the popu- 
lation at the utmoft, if I eftimate it at fix 
thoufand fouls : but the frequent attacks of 
the Bofhmen, and ftill more the aridity of the 
foil, annually diminifti it j fo that, perhaps, at 
fome future day this race of people will be 
totally extinfl:, like fo many others of the foutb 
cf Africa. 

The lefs Nimiquas, though of a tolerable 
height, are not fo tall as the CafFres or Gona- 
quas. . This circumftance led me to a remark, 
which is interefting, and I believe new: the 
people on the eaft of the fouthern part of 
Africa, of which I am fpeaking, are much fu- 
perior to thofe of the weft both in moral and 
phyfical qualities, while the animals arc far ia- 
fcrior. 

Kolbeir 
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Kolben has faid, that the lefs NImiquas 
pradife circumcifion, and deprivje themfelves 
of one of ^ the teftides, I had with me the 
I Dutch tranflation of that author's work; and I 
took care to inquire into the truth of his afler-^ 
tions, as I vifited tlxe different people on my 
road. My queftions were frequently put even 
with the book in my hand ; io that I can af- 
firm with confidence, that the Nimiquas never 
pradtife femi-caftration, which is in ufe only 
among the Gheiffequas, a Hottentot nation 
fituate more to the eaft on the borders of the 
Great River, of whom I fhall footi fpeak. As 
to the aft of circumcifion, which Kolben fay* 
is a religious ceremony among the Nimiquas, 
I aflert that they are unacquainted with it ; as 
they are with religion itfelf, unlefs the belief 
they have in the witchcraft of Kakoes be coft^ 
fidered as religious faith. 

The women of the horde had i-eceired m^ 
Hottentots with great kindnefs. This inter- 
courfe had very pleafing copfequences, and 
permitted my people to difcover very Angular 
charms. Some of them were indifcreet enough 
to difclofe the tender myfteries of love, and 
whifpered me, that certain females among them 
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had that whimfical elongation, of which I have 
given a plate and defcription in my former 
travels. Klaas Bafter aflured me I fhould find 
the fame fingularity in evtrj Nimiqua horde. 
I was defirous of afcertaining whether there 
were any difference between the one in quef^ 
tion, and that wHich I faw in another part of 
Africa : but, though I might eafily have ob- 
tained much more, they refufed to fatisfy me in 
this trifling point. Perfuaded, from the unani-^ 
mous declarations of all my people, that I 
ftiould really fee nothing new, I refpedled 
their modcfty, and fuffered my curiofity to 
refl fatisfied. 

The country is not fruitful : its flerility 
frequently obliges the inhabits^nts to change 
their refidence; fo that they are the moft 
wandering people in all this part of Africa. 

, At the Cape and in the colony, this country 
fc fuppofed to have gold mines, but without 
any proof. Some day, perhaps, the Company 
* will attempt to afcertain the truth of it, by 
fending thither able mineralogifts. For my 
own part I mufl fay, that I no where difco- 
vered, among any of the hordes,, the leafl trace 
or indication of this iphuman metal. 
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It was not the fame with copper. Every- 
where I faw bracelets, necklaces, and ear-rings, 
of this metal. Some of thefe ornaments, it is 
true, were fo well made and finely polifhed, 
that they muft have been manufai^ured in 
Europe, and the fruits of an intercourfe with 
the whites. But I faw feveral others, which> 
from their grotefque fliape and rude workman- 
flxip, evidently (bowed that they were fabri- 
cated by the favages themfelves. Still more to 
convince me of it, thefe toys had among them 
heterogeneous fubflances refleding various 
hues (chatoyant)^ which indicate the imper- 
fe^ion* of the fmelting, and the ignorance of 
the operator. 

Thefe ornaments are worn by the Nimiquas 
in the fame manner as by the other favages ; 
yet I obferved among them fome . whimfical 
peculiarities, I have . feen perfons with fix 
ear-rings of the fame fliape in one ear, and 
jQone in the other ; I have feen fome with 
bracelets from the wrift to the elbow on one 
iarm, while thp oth^r arm was bare : I have 
feen others with one fi,de of the face painted in 
compartments of various colours, while on the 
Otjiej: ficle both the colours and figures vere 
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difierent. In general I obferved great pro* 
pcnfity to ornaments among the lefs Nimi- 
quas ; for their kroffes and all their garments 
were plentifully covered with glafs and copper 
beads, fining on threads, and faftened on every 
part of their drefs* They even wore them in 
their hair, which was plaiftcred with greafe in 
the moft difgufting manner. Many had their 
heads covered with a reddifli incruftation, com-, 
pofed of greafe and a powder yefembling brick-^ 
fiuft, with which their hair was fo pafted to*- 
gether, that you would have fworn it to be a 
cap of red mortar. Thofe who had it in their 
power to difplay this luxury of drefs were as 
proud as are owr petits-mmtres^ when they can 
ihake a head loaded with powder, perfume,, and 
pomatum. The nuyp-kros^ or fhort apron, of 
the women was adorned with rows crf^ glaf^ 
beads hanging down to their feet: in other 
refpeds they were drefled like the Hottentots, 
whom I have already mentioned. Mats being 
very fcaice in this canton, as it is deftirate of 
reeds, moft of the huts were covered with 
ikins of different animals, but chiefly thofe of 
fhe fheep arid ox. 

f he country pf the I^fs Nimiguas is a ftranh? 
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ger to rain, unlefs when a thunder-florm hap^ 
pens ; and it is by no means rare for a whole 
year to pafs without one. Its fterility is prin- 
cipally owing to the want of rain- water, and 
this want is to be afcribed to its topographical 
(ituation. From Namero to the Great River^ 
which is its boundary, the land has a gradual 
afcent, while th€ mountains at the fame time 
infcnfibly declinef Beyond the Great River, 
on the contrary, the mountains rife abruptly, 
and the laud defcends again to another chain 
of rocks fituate farther on, fo that it is enclofed 
between two chains as in a bafin. From this 
iituation it is eafy to perceive, that, haying nei- 
ther forefts nor lofty mountains to arreft th^ 
clouds, thofe which come from the north pafs 
freely over it, and proceed on to Cam is, where 
they burft and fall either in rain in the valleysi 
or in fnow on the fummits of the mountains^ 
which are the loftieft throughout the fouth of 
Africa. 

Thefe remarks agree with meteorological ob- 
fervations. 

When the rainy feafon commences at the 
Cape and in the colony, the rains are found 
pcver to extend beyond the thirtieth degree of 

3 latitude. 
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latitude, that is to fay, beyond the Camis. A 
perfon at the foot of thofe mountains on the 
fouth fide then experiences a regular monfoon j 
but if he go farther, the fcene is changed, and 
he will not find a drop of rain. While I re- 
fided in the country of the lefs Nimiquas, I 
twenty times witnefled, in the raoft unequi- 
vocal manner, how the clouds were attracted 
by the Camis. Seeing them arrive black and 
loaded with rain, I fancied we fhould prefently 
be deluged by them ; but they paiTed fwiftly 
over our heads in their way to the mountains, 
leaving us perfedly dry* Yet, if the^ Camis 
jprevent them from watering the earth in their 
courfe, it returns them thither in brooks and 
rivers ; for all the ftreams of this country ori- 
ginate from thofe mountains, without which 
refource it would be uninhabitable, and its fuf* 
face untrodden by man. 

Before I quitted the horde of the forcerefs, I 
endeavoured to procure, from the individuala 
of which it w^s compofed, a few (heep ; for, as 
I found no game, I had nothing to fupport my 
people but my flocks. But the fame reafoa 
which made me defirous of buying rendered 
them unwilling to fell, I had recourfe to th? 

medi"^ 
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mediation of Kakoes to little purpofe. Though 
this woman, from friendfhip to the whites^ 
whom £he faid (he loved to diftra<Sionj and 
from gratitude for my water ^ of which fhe was 
Hill more fond, endeavoured to ferve me, I 
could procure only fix flieep. Indeed I might 
have had oxen more eafily ; and they would 
even have fold me more of thefe than I wanted^ 
if I would have given them in exchange knives, 
iron, or brafs. But I was too little pleafed 
wijh my laft teams to buy others, which pro- 
bably would prove no better; befides, my cargo 
of hardware was fo diminifhed by my preced- 
ing purchafes, that I wi(hed to referve what I 
had left for more urgent neceflitiea ; and, as to 
glafs beads, the lefs Nimiquas had fuch an 
abundance that they cared but littl? about 
tjiem. 

Schoenmaker, who knew the country, took 
ypon himfelf to be our conductor. He pur* 
fjied a north-eaft courle, towards the copper ' 
mountains (kooper-bergenj^ and after five hours 
tfavelling perfuaded me to unyoke my cattle 
Qn the banks of a fmall river which defcended 
from them. 

This was a tad halting place, as will foon 
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appear ; but as I had fome curiofity to 
amine thefe mountains^ \vhich, I had been told, 
Contained very rich ores of copper, I was well 
pleafed to have it in my power ; and my guide 
fliowed me an old mine, which had been 
opened by order of one of the governors of the 
Cape, and was now abandoned. Every where, 
a& I traverfed the different places we vifited, I 
found broken fragments of the ore, the heavi- 
ftefs of which evinced that they were rich in 
metal. But I was in (jueft of virgin copper, 
and particularly of cryftallizations. However, 
as I could not fucceed ia finding any after fe- 
veral hours fearch, I contented myfelf with a 
few fpecimens of malachite. To fay the truth j 
I fet little value on thefe, though I brought 
them with me to Europe ; and it was with 
this fort of indifference that I offered them to 
Rome de Tlfle, on my return to Paris : but I 
was miflaken in them ; for that naturalift prized 
them in fuch a manner, as to make me regret 
my having coUeSed no more. 

The mountains of which I fpeak are granitig 
afid micaceous. The mofl remarkable, mofl 
common, and at the fame time moft pleafing 
tree found there, is a particular fpecies of aloe, 

called 
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called by the l^imiquas karap^ by the Putch 
kooker-^boom (quiver- tree), and by botanifts aloe 
dichotoma. This aloe rifes to the height of - 
twenty^five or thirty feet : its trunk is fnK)Oth^ 
and the bark white. "When young, and the 
trunJc not more than four or five feet long, it 
terminates with a firigle tuft of leaves, which, 
like thpfe of the ananas, fpread and form a 
crown, from the midft of which all its flowers 
ifTue. As it grows older, it pulhes out lateral 
branches, perfedly regular and fymmetrical, 
each of which has at its extremity a crown 
fimilar to that of the young plant. The iooier^ 
boom thrives much better on mountains than 
in the plain. Inftead of long roots penetrating 
deep into the earth, like thofe of other trees, 
it has but a very flight one by which it is fixed 
to the foil. Accordingly, three inches of mould 
are fufiicicnt to enable it to grow upon the very 
rocks, and attain its utmoft beauty : but its 
root is fo feeble a fupport, that I could throw 
down the largeft with a fingle kick of my foot. 
The hordes on the weft make their quivers of 
the trunk of this tree when young, whence is 
derived the name given it by the planters. 
My vifit to the mine employed the whole of 

my 
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my afternoon, fo that night was approaching 
wheh I returned to the caravan, and I found that 
my people had encamped. Though we were 
in a narrow defile between the mountains, and 
of courfe the fituation was very unfavourable 
for an encampment j it was too late to feek 
a better. To render it ftill worfe, the place was 
fo confined that we could not furrcund Dur- 
felves with fires as ufual, being able to makef 
only two ; ?ind even thefe burnt badly, for want 
of dry wood. No man who travels in the; 
deferts of Africa can take too many precau- 
tions : during this night in particular I found 
it by experience, and I ought to have been on 
my guard, fmce fome of my Hottentots pre- 
vioufly informed me, that they had heard lion* 
in the neighbourhood. But when we are ac- 
cuftomed to danger, we become rafh : by living 
among continual alarms and in perpetual peril, 
we grow familiar with them ; and by the con- 
fidence hence arifing, which is the parent of 
courage, they are in reality diminiflied. 

About ten o'clock, as we were fitting in a 
circle round one of our fires, and drmking tea, 
my oxen, which had gone up the courfe ©f 
the river in fearch of pafture, on afudden came 

rurnnin^ 
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running towards us with all their fpeed, crofled 
the camp like lightnings and difappeared. My 
firft movement was to run to arms, and that 
of my people to cry out the Boflimen were 
coming, Thefe Bofhmen conftituted the grand 
obje<9: of their fear; fo that, as thefe was none 
by which they w,ere fo powerfully afFedled, it 
was always the firft that prefentcd itfelf to their 
imaginations. 

This was a danger of which I thought little ; 
and what convinced me was, the behaviour of 
my dogs on the one hand, who did not move 
from their places, joined with the alarm of 
Kees on the other, who flew to me, and clung 
clofely round me. Certainly neither my ape 
nor the oxen would have teftified fuch alarm 
at the approach of Bofhmen ; and my dogs, 
inftead of making a point as it were, would 
have run to meet and attack them.. Befides, 
the oxen, after having fled beyond us from 
fear, had inftindively returned j and their eyes, 
as well as thofe of all my other animals, great 
and fmall,,were turned in the fame diredion j 
which clearly indicated ,to me both the place 
and nature of the danger, and that it was a tiger 
or a lion. 

6 In 
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In fuch circumftahces what was to be done? 
Prudence forbade us to advance to attack the 
animal during the darknefs of the night: fo that 
we were forced to remain on the watch till fun- 
rife, in uncertain anxiety and alarm, a thoufand 
times more painful than real danger; only 
firing a gun, from time to time, towards the 
place to which our beafts direSed their looks. 
Our guns did not prevent the lions from mak*p 
ing their awful and tremendous roar rafound 
from different parts of the mountain : but what 
greatly heightened, our fears, and not without 
reafon, was one of my oxen, which we heard 
at forty paces diftance, ftruggling for fome 
time, and uttering the hollow moans of an 
animal in the pangs of death ; fo that we had 
no doubt of his having been feized by one of 
the lions. 

Day at length illuming the horizon termi- 
nated the long and painful anxiety of my cara- 
van. During the night the lions had in reality 
approached our camp ; for we perceived their 
footfteps in feveral places. I went to the fpot 
where we had heard the moaning ox, fully 
parfuaded that he had been devoured : but, to 
our great furprife, we found he had been 
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wounded by one of our mufket-balls, and was 
whole, though deacj. Immediately I direfted 
him to be cut up, and haftened to quit a place, 
where, though we had experienced little lofs, 
we had undergone much fear. 

The neareft place at which We could ftop 
had been formerly the fite of a horde. It was 
but three leagues from our lafl: camp. To 
reach it we followed the courfe of the moun- 
tains ; but thefe were fo covered with kooker-^ 
booms ^ that, finding it imprafticable to advance, 
I dire<!3Jed fuch of my people as were not 
wanted to drive' my waggons, to proceed be- 
fore, and kick down all the trees that flood in 
the way. There was one, however, the beauty' 
of which fo much ftruck me, that I ordered it 
on that account to be fpared. It was nine feet 
eight inches [ten feet four inches, Englifh,] in 
circumference, and its branches overftiadowed 
a fpace of more than a hundred feet in dia- 
meter. 

From Schoenmaker I learned, that one Van 
Wyk had inhabited this, place, and in confe- 
rence I gave the name of this wandering co* 
lonift to^ a little brackifh fpring which we found 
there. After having refted my cattle, I con- 
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tinued my journey. We iffued from the ihoun- 
tains through a fort of paflage, or clefile, which 
is called the Poort^ and entered a vaft plain, the 
extent of which I could not difcern, as the day 
was declining. It was quite night when we 
arrived at Brand Kraal (Burnt Kraal), the 
ancient feat of a horde of Nimiquas. 

The reads were fo bad, that my caravan had 
fpent a whole day in travelling feven leagues 
and a half. Our oxen dropped down with 
fatigue ; and^to complete our diftrefs, T beheld 
not a drop of water, or a fingle branch af a 
ti'ee. Yet it was neceflary to make fires* for 
the niglitt I had not yet forgotten the preced- 
ing iiight ; and, though we ran lefs rifk in the 
open plain, I was refolved, if poflible, to fub^ 
jedl myfelf to none. For want of wood, thercT 
fore, we co11e(Sed dry coW-dung, and kindled 
fires, which fetved both to keep ofFwild beafts, 
and to proteft us from a piercingly cold fouth- 
eaft wind, which made us Ihiven The ele- 
vation of the ground at Brand-Kraal muft have 
contributed not a little to the cold we felt j for, 
from my obfervations, I found that it flood at 
leaftshree thoufand feet above the level of the 
fea» 
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The next morning, day-light enabled me to 
perceive the wide arid plain on which we en- 
camped. I ftiuddered^with terror, while mea- 
furing with njy eye the immenfe fpace we hacl 
to crofs. All was fand and pebbles* Here 
and there I coifld with diiEculty difccver a 
kooker-boom ; but the plain abounded with 
yaft clumps of euphorbia. A few low hills 
rofe above the furface of this fea of fand ; but 
thefe diminifhed in height as ihey advanced 
towards the north, and the horizon appeared to 
be the end of the wprld. 

The more hideous this defert, the more ne- 
ceflary it was for us to be eager in quitting 
it. We direfied our courfe towards a little 
clufler of hills, which at a diftance feemed-' 
to me to refemble that at Falfe-bay> called 
Hanging-Lip, and on account of this refem- 
blance I gave it the fame name. I flattered 
myfelf'with the hope cf finding there fomc- 
hollow or bafin containing water for my cattle ; 
and my hope was ftrengthened by the appear- 
ance of four men defcending from it. To make 
them hear and obferve me, I fired off a guu. 
I intended, if the rock had no water, to afk 
them where I could find fome. They per- 
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ceived me, no doubt ; but they fuddenly difap- 
peared, and it was to no purpofe that I went 
with fome of my people in fearch of them, 
and called to them aloud ; w^ could neither 
prevail on them to Ihow themfelves, nor dif- 
cover Inhere they were hidden. 

My fituation in the midft of this parched 
defert became very alarming. Confulting 

Schoenmaker, who alone could extricate me 

• 

from my difficulties by his knowledge of the 
country, he faid there was a fpring four leagues 
farther on, but it would be difficult for him 
to find it, as there were neither trees nor any 
other objects to fcrve him as land^marks ; fo 
that I had little to reckon upon, except a lucky 
hit. However, it was poffible that, by fearch- 
ing the clufter of hills we were about to afcend, 
we might difcover the place where the fpring 
was ; and this I accordingly propofed. 

In faft, after a tirefome march of fix hours, 
I obferved on a hillock eight men, who feemed 
to be watching our courfe. We advanced to- 
wards them; at our approach they fled ; but 
in a hollow we faw feveral huts, which no 
doubt were theirs. A habitation in fuch a 
defert, in a place which afforded no kind of 
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paflure, informed me that thefe people were 
Bofhmen : yet, as our arms left us no reafoa to 
fear them, notwithftanding their number, we 
repaired to the huts. Our arrival had put to 
flight every inhabitant. We found in them 
nothing but a few pieces of dried meat, and a 
bag of locufts; but we difcovered the fpring 
which we fo eagerly fought ; and, though it 
was not. ample, when we had enlarged its 
bafin, it fufficed to water my U'hole caravan. 

The great fatigue my cattle had undergone 
for two days, and the need they had of reft, 
obliged me to encamp there. On the other 
hand I had to fear, that, if I pafled the night 
there, the owners of the huts would avail them- 
felveS' of its darknefs to attack me by furprife. 
To protedt myfelf againft them, I lighted up 
a great many fires, and kept ftridl watch, 
which indeed prevented them from appearing ; 
and the next day, on my departure, I made a 
general difcharge of all my guns, to let them 
know I was in a fituation to defend myfelf, 
and had nothing to fear, if the hope of plunder 
fhould induce them to follow me. However, 
while thus announcing that I was not afraid of 
them as enemies, I adtcd towards them as a 

O 3 friend. 
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friend. I refpcded the rights of hofpitalityt 
which I had enjoyed, it is true, on my own au- 
thority ; like a generous conqueror, I not only 
forbade their little ftore of provifion to be 
touched, but I left in the moft confiderable of 
the huts, foftie tobacco, feveral articles of hard- 
ware, and a few joints of the ox which had 
been killed in the mountains. 

About ten in the morning' we halted at the 
foot of a clufter of granite rocks, covered with 
kooker-booms. The place being deftitute df 
, water, I cxpe6led nothing but to indulge in 
gloomy fefledions, little hoping to find a phe- 
nomenon, which, being new to me, afforded mc 
great delight. This was a monftrous neft, oc- 
cupying great part of a large and ftrong alo^. 
It was compofed of a multitude of cells, and 
ferved as a retreat to an immenfe number of 
birds of the fame fpecies. Klaas Bafter and 
Schoenmaker had already fpoken to me feveral 
times of thefe fingular edifices, but hitherto 
fortune had never thrown one in my way. I 
remained a long while contemplating it. Every 
moment flights of birds iffiied from it, and dif- 
perfed themfelves over the plain ; while others 
returned to it, bringing in their bills the ne- 

ceflary 
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teflary materials fpr conftruding a new apart- 
ment, or repairing their old one. Each couple 
had its feparate neft in the common habitation* 
It was a true ref)tiblic4 We know feveral fpe- 
cies of infefis that live thus in one dwelling, 
iand have focial manners. There are focieties 
of this kind even among certain quadrupeds ; 
but hitherto I was unacquainted with any 
among birds. However, I have had feveral 
opportunities of ftudying thefe republics, and 
I fhall elfewhere fpeak of them more fully. 

From the hill of the great neft we went to 
encamp and fpend the night, five leagues farther 
on, at Zebra- Fountain. The word fountain 
told me I (hould find water there ; but it was 
fo brackifli, that none of us could-drink it, and 
in fuch fmall quantity as not to fufljce for my , 
oxen. 

The day following was ftill more laborious ; 
for the fand, growing more fine, became lefs ' 
ftable. Fourteen oxen wer6 harnefled to 'each 
waggon, and they were relieved every hour ; 
•yet the wheels funk fo deep into the fand, the 
heat was fo intenfe, and the beafts were fo 
weakened by fatigue and the want of food and 
water,' that they advanced very flowly. I my-* 

O 4 felf,- 
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felf, whether it were the phyfical eSe£l: of th« 
temperature of the air, or the moral efFed of 
the anxiety ariling from my new and alarming 
fituation, was dejeded and difheartened : the 
view of a fileat and unbounded horizon had 
wearied my mind by a painful idea too long 
continued. 

Happily a few hours march gave birth to 
hope^ The plain fuddenly changed its ap-r 
pearance. The fand and foil were covered 
with a particular grafs, caKed Bofhmen's 
graf§, the fteds of which ar^ eaten by the 
favages* Even the hills wore a lefs nake4 
afped. We difcerned upon them a fevy 
little ftunted flirubs, among large kookerr 
booms, here and there between the micaceous 
rocks,- the brilliant furfaces of \vhich, con- 
tinually changing the hues they refleded, 
dazzled pur eyes. The plain was flrewed 
with large fragments of quartz, as white as 
fnow, the bafe of which, or that part of theni 
that was in contad with the earth, had the co- 
Ibur and femitranfparency of a pale emerald^ 
Probably the foil contained metallic molecules, 
which, penetrating the portions of quartz with 
^hich they c^me intp contad, gave them tjjis 
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hue» However this mig^t bfe, I found coppery 
pyrites and green-coloured cryftals, in the clefti 
of the rocks and maffes of ftone* 

The ground on which we walked was co* 
vered with gcafs; and I hoped this grafs, though 
,dry, would fupply food for my oxen, fincc 
thofe of the country ate it readily in that ftate j 
but, notwithftanding the hunger they had long 
fufFered, they refufed it. From its extreme 
drynefs, indeed, its edges were rendered fo cut- 
ting, that fuch of my cattle as attempted to eat 
it had their lips ^nd tongues quickly covered 
with blood. 

I panted with all the impatience that fprlngs 
from diftrefs, for the moment when I fhould 
arrive at the Great River ; that river, which I 
had been told was never dry, and the banks of 
which had been depided to me as fo pleafant 
^nd fertil(? ! Every inftant I dreaded to fee our 
teams drop down with fatigue before they 
reached it, as the former had done. My eyes 
were on the ft retch forwards, looking for thofe 
numerous trees which I had been told covered 
its borders. No trees yet appeared ; nor could 
I difcern any thing before us but the vaft 
mountains, at the feet of which the river was 

faid 
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faid to £oW i and their naked and fcordied 
afpe£k afibf ded little promifc of the great change 
with which I had fed my hopes. 

It wad not lotig, however, before I heard 
the noife of flowing vfrater towards the north- 
weft. This found, which announced our fafety, 
made my heart leap for joy, and my people in- 
voluntarily uttered a fhout of gladnefs. A fe- 
cond time our pains were on the point of being 
ended, and I fhould at length fee a^ver! For, 
fince we quitted that of the Elephants, I had 
found nothing but the beds of periodical 
flreams, either completely dry, or containing 
a few puddles of ftagnant muddy water. Ifhe 
more fpeedily to enjoy fuch an agreeable fight, 
1 mounted on horfeback with Klaas, and rode 
towards the place to which the noife diredled 
me. All thofc of' my people who were not 
employed about the waggons began to run 
with me; ?nd my ape, my dogs, and indeed 
every one of my animals that was at liberty, 
fct off at the fame time. We pqfhed on helter- 
Ikelter, contending who fhould firft reach the 
fpot. However, I fufFered my animals to 
precede riie a few paces, certain that their 
fmell and their inftinft would lead me by the 

fhorteft 
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Ihortefl road. The barkings^ the cries, the 
traafports of this galloping crowd refembled i 
troofTof bacchanals rather than a compi2Lny of 
famifhed travellers. 1 fhared the joy of every 
individual. A thoufand confufed fentiments 
agitated me at once, and my eyes were filled 
with involuntary tears. Few men jipon 
•earth have fufFered pains equal to mine : but 
then, few have experienced fuch exquifite plea- 
fure. 

My firft ftep, when I arrived at the water, 
was to leap into it, that I might cool and re- 
frefli my limbs, while I was quenching my 
thirft. Thus I fatisfied two urgent wants at 
once ; and my people and all my animals did 

« 

the fame. 

The river exhibited a majeftic fcene. Its 
breadth, in the narroweft parts of its ftream, 
was equal to that of the Seine at its entrance 
into Paris : yet, to judg^of its ufual height from 
a beach of two hundred paces which it now 
left dry, it muft have been lowered confider- 
ably in confequence of the drought. Many 
rocks, too, were perceptible above the furface of 
the water, which no doubt were covered whea 


the river was at its height. 
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Its banks, ^ to a confiderable diftance, were 
covered with trees of various fpecies, and in 
fuch a quantity as to form a kind of foreft. 
Among them were mimofas, ebonies, called 
by the nativesy&^r/V, and wild apricot trees, the 
fruit of which equalled that which grows in the 
gardens of Europe. The moft remarkable 
of the (hrubs was a fpecies of willow, bearing 
fruit in bunches, whith we called wild grapes : 
and both (hrubs and trees were peopled by an 
infinite number of birds, the notes of which were 
unknown to me. 

I was filled with delight at the contempla- 
tion of thefe different objeds. Congratulating 
myfelf for having refolved to purfue this road, 
inftead of feeking one to the eaft, I was already 
filled with the hope of adding greatly and 
quickly to all my co]le<3:ions. In the mean 
time I fought for a place where there was 
green pafturage, to pitch my camp ; for every 
where around the grafs appeared completely 
burnt up. Klaas, whom I fent to make dif- 
coveries, came to tell me that there was no 
other. Schoenmaker himfelf and Bafter, upon 
our arrival, had been aftonifhed at the ftate of 
the ftiore, which they had previoufly painted 

9 to 
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tx) ftie in fuch pleafing colours; and they 
afcfibed the alteration to the drought which 
had prevailed during the rainy feafpn, and 
which had been greater than was ever known 
in the memory of man; 

From thefe obfervations it followed, that I 
had ill chofen my time for travelling ; but rer 
gret afforded no remedy fqr my fituation, and 
a remedy was what I wanted. Weak and fa- 
tigued as my cattle were, I could not think of 
making them crofs the river ; for they muft all 
have periftied in it : befides, the oppofite bank> 
did not appear better furniflied with food for 
them than that where we were. My fole recourfe 
was to fearch afrefh for fome fpot that was lefs 
fcorched. I fent every one out upon this expe- 
dition ; and, towards evening, information was 
brought me of a place where the BoQimen's 
grafs was a little Icfs dried up than elfewhere. 
It is true, it required two hours for thocattle to 
reach this place ; but^ as I had no alternative, 
I found myfelf compelled, for a few days at 
leaft, to avail myfelf of this refource, laborious 
as it was. Accordingly I direded that eight of 
my people, well armed, fhould condudl my 
herd thither every morning, and bring it back 

in 
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in the evening. It was not neceflary to fend 
my horfes ; for a fpecies of reed grew in fome 
parts of the river, the tops and young (hoots of 
which they ate greedily. I alfo found fomi 
little thorny cucumbers, about the fize of a 
hen*s egg, which were excellent food for us, 
and their leaves as pleafing to them. In a very 
fliort time they were able to find thefe without 
ray affiftance. My goats and fheep were^well 
fatisfied with the leaves and bark of the fhrubs 
which grew under the fliadow of the large trees. 
My cows and oxen were the only animals that 
1 could not prevent from fuffering by the fea- 
fon, and thefe were the mod neceflary to me 
of all. 

With regard to ourfelves, the neighbour- 
hood of the river attraded to the plain a con* 
- iiderable quantity of game, which promifed 
us an abundant fupply of food. We had 
plenty of fpring-bock antelopes, zebras, koe- 
does, oftriches, and birds of every kind : and in 
the fifli of the river we had another refource. 

Having angled with the rod and line only, 

we caught but two forts of fifh : one fimilar 

to the carp of the Rhine ; the other black, 

without fcales, fifteen or eighteen inches long, 

and 
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and In ibape refembting the barbel. But the 
river had feveral fmaller kind5» vhich we 
caught with our net,' And they made iia ex- 
(;elkot fries. 

This river abounded likewHe with hippopo 
tami. I heard thenj bellow and blow on every 
fide. My curiofity being excited to obferve 
thei6, 1 afcended a rock, the elevated point of 
which projected into the current, and thence I 
perceived one walking at the bottom of the 
river. I obferved that the colour of the anl*- 
mal, which when he is dry is grey, and ap-i 
pears blueifh when his (kin is wet, was of a 
very deep blue in this fituation. 

I killed this hippopotamus as it rofe to the 
furface to breathe. My people, inftantly run-.- 
aing up, drew it afhore. It was a very old 
female : in their aftpnifbrnent, and to exprefs 
its fize, they called ib the grandmother of the 
river. I have preferved its tufks, which are 
fix inches in length, meafured along their cur- 
vity, and three laches three lines in cirqum* 
ference juft above the root. . As I have {^^n 
no plate of this animal that faithfully repre<- 
ftnts it, the reader will no doubt thank me for 

placing 
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placing one here, much more correct tliaa Mf 
he will find elfewhere. 

As I walked along the beach, I found among 
the pebbles, with which the fand was covered, 
agates marked with arborizations, onyxes, 
cryftals of pfeudo-amethyft, and a number of 
pieces of quartz with fingular marks. 

I alfo faw one extraordinary ftone, to which 
I cannot^ yet give a name. It is as large as a 
nutmeg, has a varying fplcndour.like the opal 
or cat's eye,but is of a browner hue, with a gold- 
coloured belt. . It ftrikes fire with fteel. Since 
jny return to Europe, I have fought for fuch in 
vain in cabinets and among traders, but I have 
been able no where to meet with one. Neither 
the nfeturalift nor the jeweller knows it. This 
flone at prefent is in Holland, in the ppiTeilion 
of one of my friends, Raye de Breukelward, 
and conftitutes a part of his valuable col- 
ledien. 

There were alfo on the fhor6 little banks of 
heavy black fand, confifting of fragments of 
cryftals. Though the fmallnefs of the fand 
prevented me from counting the fides of the 
cryftals, I was inclined to take them for gar- 
nets 
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ttets, becaufe, when I brought them neat my 
compafs, they moved the needle of it. Perhaps^ 
however, this magnetic property might be 
owing to particles of iron diftinft from th^ 
cryftalS) which blackened the whole mafs, and 
imparted to it its own colour. 

The trees and flirubs were frequented, as I 
have already obferved, by an immenfe quantity 
of birds of new fpecies. There were a great 
many little ones, in particular, on a fort of 
broom with yellow campaniform flowers, and 
on a jefTamin refembling both in leaf dnd flower 
that of Spain, but with fcarcely any fmell. 

Each fpecies of bird had its favourite tree, 
which it never quitted. For inftancc, there was 
a thorny fhtub on which I faw hundreds of 
little paroquets, and I faw none upon any other* 
No doubt they were attracted by the fruit and 
nuts of the bufh. This bird, larger than that 
improperly called the BrafiHan fparrow, has 
the bill of a fafFron yellow inclining to red ; 
the forepart of the neck is rofe-coloured, and 
the forehead fomewhat deeper ; the tail, which 
is very fhort, is green, daflied with rofe-colour 
and black, the rump blue, and the reft of the 
body green. Tt is a new fpecies. 

Vol. II. P la 
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In a very little time, by the affiftance d 
Klaas, who was become very intelUgjent and 
ikilful in procurirvg ipecimens for my collec- 
tion, I obtained every fpecies of bird I could 
defire. But we particularly declared war againft 
the paroquets I have juft defer ibed, becaufe 
they were good food, and ferved to fupply our 
table. Being always in great numbers on one 
bufti, I could eafily kill feveral at a fliot ; but it 
was^diiEcult to get them out of the middle of the 
bufti, from the thorns fcratching and tearing 
my hands ; and this inevitable inconvenience 
was even fo painful as often to deter me. 

, The fhrub of which I fpeak has its thorns, 
placed alternately at every knot : one pointing 
upwards, long, fharp, and ftraight ; the other 
downwards, equally dangerous, and curved like 
the talon of a bird of prey. The Nimiquas 
call this plant caroop ; I named it the traitrefs^ 
becaufe as you thruft your hand into the buflh, 
the ftraight thorn pricks you, and as you draw 
it back, the crooked one catches hold of the 
flefli and tears it. 

Notwithflanding this fingularity, no natu- 
ralifl: hitherto, at leaft none that I know, has 
fpoken of it : not even Paterfon,. though he 

'6 muH 
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feuft have fcen itj fince it is very plentiful on 
the banks of the river j and he accompanied 
Gordon, when this getitlertian gave the river 
the name of Orange. Not having feen the 
flower of this fhrub, I drew it as I found it, 
with the fruit only, which is of a deep red 
Ivhen ripe. The paroquets alone crack the 
ftone of it and eat the kernel j but the pulp of 

it is not good« 

* -'- • 
Schoenmaker's oxen had fuffered greatly 

from the fatigues of the journey j a,nd the in- 
different forage of the place was not calculated 
to recover them. He rejquefted me therefore 
to allpw him to quit me. As I perceived he 
had no. motive ftor this but the gradual dete- 
rioration of his cdttfe, I offered, if he would 
confent to accompany me a little longer, to 

r 

fend' his peopIiS' and teams back to his planta- 
tion, with four of my hunters as a guard. To 
jhis he confented j and jin confequence, as he 
knew the river, and. that my oxen in theij? 
cxhaufted condition were incapable of render- 
ing me. any fervice, he advifed me to proceed 
higher up the ftream; aflTuring me^ that by 
fo dQing I fhould find better forage for them. 
:, This advice was good, and I ibllowed it« 

Pa 'B« 
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But a^ it was impraAicablc for us to coaft along 
the bank of the river, on account of the fcrefts 
of trees which bordered, it, it was determined 
that we Ihould return back to Zebra-Fountain, 
land thence, proceeding northward, regain the 
river. When we arrived at the fountain, we 
pointed out to my Jxunters the road we fhould 
take, that they might find us on their return ; 
and, when they fet off with the men and cattle 
of Schoenmaker, we proceeded on our way. 

Three hours travelling fuflBced to bring us 
back to the wood which Ikirted the river. But 
on entering it we perceived, not without alarm, 
the frefh fteps of two lions, which we judged 
to be a male and female, and which had con- 
fequently taken up their abode in this quarter. 
The nearnefs of thefe redoubtable guefts, giving 
us reafon to apprehend an attack in the night, 
we were obliged to be more than ufual on our 
guard, arid particularly to keep large fires 
burning round our camp to prevent their ap- 
proach. In the mean time night was coming 
6n, and perhaps it w^ould not be eafy to find at 
the moment the quantity of dry wood requi- 
fite for the purpoft. 

A lucky accident fupplicd us with more than 

fufficient 
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fufficieat for our wants. The river during 
its inundations had brought down with it va«- 
rious trees of different forts and fizes. Two 
hundred paces from us was a vafl; mimofa, 
which had flopped a great number of others ; 
and they were fo heaped up as to form a natu- 
ral pile of confiderable magnitude. 

My people, without taking the trouble to 
colle<fJ; what was neceffary, kindled this pile j 
and in an inftant w^ had a huge bonfirej 
which not only continued the whole night, but 
even fome time in the morning of the next 
day. The place was enlightened, to a confi- 
derable diflance, as much as if it had been broad 
day* But the conflagration was fo violent, 
and the flames in their afcent carried up with 
them fuch a number of fparks and burning 
coals, that my camp, though two hundred 
paces off, was not out of the reach of this fiery 
ihower ; and it was even neceffary to take fome 
precautions to^ fecure my powder. AU the 
trees round wtre burnt as they flood ; and 
fuch as were more than fifty paces diftant had 
their leaves fcorched. 

-The fire kept off the lions, it is true ; but it 
drove away the birds alfo ; and in thd morning 

P 3 we 
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we could not difcover a fingle one, though 
during the night we had' heard numbers Ot\ 
the wing ; and many, deceived or blinded by 
the light of the fire, had rufhed into the flames, 
or perilhed in the fmoke. Thofe confuming 
fires, which I have often fpread over vaft 
plains J thofe forefts burnt by me to open 
a road for my caravan, or to keep ofFbeafts of 
prey; that deftrudtive power with which I 
furrounded myftlf at will, while attended only 
by a handful of men, with ^a few infignificant 
weapons, and the fcanty equipage of a free- 
booter; frequently turned my mind to a re- 
trofpedive view of times paft, and prefented 
to it the hiftory of robbers far more famous^, 
far more illuftrious, more highly honoured, 
and much nipre imperious, ambitious of fway, 
infolent in the exercife of their wills, and wan- 
tonly capricious ; and I was aftonifhed that, 
amid the ferment of paffions which agitate 
the minds pf men, we did not more frequently 
fee whole towns given up to the flames, with 
^helr inhabitants, their wefehh, and their arts ; 
and great poets, after thefe grand fpedacles, 
pxalting into heroes the madmen who had per-* 
petrated thefe a<9:s for their amufement, and 
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holding them up as models for imitation to the 
madmen by whom they (hould be fucceeded* 

My morning walk offered me nothing new* 
But, as I was advancing along the banks of the 
river, I was much aftoniflied to hear the re* 
port of guns ; and I afked Schoenmaker, who 
was with me, from whence they could proceed. 
He had refided on the banks of the river, and 
was confequently acquainted with the country; 
and be told me, that the perfons by whom they 
were fired were probably Matthew Moodel and 
Bernfry, hunting hippopotami. 

I knew both thefe men by name, one of 
whom, like Schoen maker, was a deferter from 
the Company ; but at the fame time they were 
men of a very different charader, being per- 
haps the moft determined villains in all Africa. 
I had heard of their crimes, and I was not to 
be informed, that their names were held in the 
utmoft execration, and that they were pro- 
scribed even in the colony. 

Knowing all this, I could not eafily conceive 
bow they had been able to procure powder. 
To fuch people, indeed, nothing was facred ; 
and they might have obtained it, by fome new 
iheft or murder. On the Qtji^r hand, it was 

P 4 poffible 
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l^ofEble that they had met i^Ith Pmar^ and that 
he had been induced by fear or avarice to giv9 
them fome in exchange for cattle. 

While reafoning on our conjedures as w? 
walked, we perceived the two hunters. They 
were Pinar himfelf, and a man whom I took 
for a Hottentot Baftcr, but who, as Schoen- 
maker told me, was Bernfry. 

The fight of the two lipns, whofe footfteps 
^e had perceived the preceding evening, would 
;fiot have infpired us with more horror ; and 
that of Bernfry was particularly difpl,eafing to 
Schoenmaker, who had been his neighbour on 
the banks of the Green- River, and bad been 
compelled, by his daily quarrels with him, to 
quit the place, and fettle where I found him* 

The two hunters had perceived us, and 
came towards us, Schoenmaker, warmed with 
refeiitment at the fight of his enemy, yet 
obliged to reftrain it, had only time to fay tp 
me in a low voice : " Be upon your guarc), 
the villain will play you fome trick/' 

Pinar accofted me iii order to inform me, that 
half a league farther on I fhould find a good 
place for encamping with my people and cat- 
tie; and he offered to conduif); me thither. This 
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news was the more agreeable to me, a9 )|: 
pointed out to me what I fought. Thither I 
repaired uodcr his guidance,- with nnj whole 
caravan ; but he had not told me that I ihould 
alto find his waggon there; and I was much 
grieved when I found myfelf again condemned 
to be his neighbour. However, as I was under 
a fort of obligation to him for the information 
he had juft given me, I invited h|m and his 
ppmpanion to enter my tent when it waa 
ere^ed, and treated them with tea, coffee^ cho- 
colate^ and a bottle or two of wine. My defign, 
in thus leading them to fpend the afternoon 
in the Dutch fafhion, was to employ them an4 
divert their attention till night, and thus pre- 
vent a quarrel from taking place between 
Schoenmaker and Bernfry, which would have 
been inevitable, had they not both been under 
my eye. , 

My intention, however, was fruftrated; and 
the very precaution that I i:obk to prevent a 
quarrel occafioned one. 

Pinar, coarfe in his jefts, and naturally vul- 
gar, wanted to raife a laSigh at the expence of 
Schoenmaker, and turn his old occupation of 
a feamao into ridicule. Such is the prejudice 

of 


liS TRAVELS IN 

\ 

of the African planters : cpnfidcred themfclvcs 
as peafants at the Cape, they look upon the 
fubaherns in the Company's fervice with con* 
tempt. 
■ Schoenmaker appeared hurt at the coarfc 
5rony of Pinar, yetkept his temper, and anfwer-* 
cd his farcafms without anger or afperity. But 
Bemfry taking It into his head to crack his 
joke upon him too, ,the man whom I had 
liitherto feen fo gentle and peaceat)Ie felt all 
his refentment revive at once. He burft oiit 
'5nto a dreadful paffion, which it was impoC- 
iible for pie to curb ; and, with all the vio- 
lence of a mind enraged when it can govern 
jtfelf no longer, he reproached him with the 
affaffination of feveral Nimiquas, whom he 
had murdered in order to deal their cattle ; and 
that of a Hottentot girl, who, after having been 
the vidim of his luft, became a facrifice to his 
jealoufy ; with many fimilar afts of atrocity, 
which froze my blood to hear, Bernfry, with- 
out difowning thefe imputations, anfwered only 
by expreffions of equal rage. At length feiz- 
ing him by the collar with one hand, and 
taking his fufee in the other, he faid : ** Thou 
^* ihalt fee, vile failor, that I fhall think nothing 

"of 
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'•of one charge of powder more, to fend thc^ 
♦* after thofe wTiom thou haft mentioned.'* 
In fa6l, they both went out determined to 

fight; and, enraged as they were, I doubted 
not but one or both would have been killed* 
I rulhed between them to part them. Pinar 
Oppofed me, and cried out to me, to let them 
fight ; which would have afibrded him an en- 
tertaining fig^t. Schoenmaker himfelf refifted 
my endeavours. At length, however, I fuc- 
ceeded in getting him off from his enemy, and 
puftiing the latter out of my tent^ I bade him 
l)egcne. 

This adventure affeded me much. I forefaw 

• • . • . . 

that very unpleafant confequenceg might arife 
from it, and could not flecp the wholt nights 
If Bernfry had been to blame in the begin- 
ning f6r jefting his adverfary, the latter had 
been much more fo from the violence of his 
exj^reffions. As it was neceflary for me to be on 
^ood terms with all thofe with whom • I had 
to live, or whom I had occaiioa to vifit, I 
could have wiflied to have had no caufe of 
complaint either againft Schoenmaker, whoftf 
Keal and fidelity I had hitherto every reafoil 
|p commend^ or againft Bernfry, whofe crimes 
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l^d perhaps been exaggerated^ I could ma]re 
myfclf the matter of any of them, and give kwa 
tq all : but I Ibould have been under the necef- 
fity of continuing to ad as I mufl have done 
for that purpofe ; and inftead of a protestor, 
vrhtch I wifhed to be, I muft have made my- 
fclffovereign and ruler in thofe peaceful coun- 
triesi This would have been fomewhat too 
troublefome for a hunter of birds ; fo I chofe 
to manage the .aflSpr in the European way, by 
iimple and civil means only. 

Conformably with this principle, I the next 
morning invited Pinar and his companion to 
breakfaft with me. - Sehoenmaker was one 
of the party. During the night their heads 
had cqpled a little ; and that they might not 
be heated again, I took care to give them 
neither wine nor brandy. My precaution fuc- 
ceeded fo well^ that I eSe£fced a reconciliation 
between all three, and prevailed on them to 
ihake hands, according to the Dutch formulary 
^ friendship. 

Ber<)fry Tend€4^d had his ottie in a horde 

It few leagues diAant. Thither he oSei^d to 

cohdttf^ mine, nflurlag me that I Ihould iin4 

better paftutt for the recovery of them than 

any 
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any wliere in this quarter. Interefting as this 
information was to me, I rcfolved to Verify it 
before I confided in it. I repsured to the place, 
therefore, with Klaas and Bernfry, and found 
that my new acquaintance had not deceived 
me. I had never yet feen any paftura^e equal 
to it fince I left Namero : it is true, it confided 
folely of Bofhmen's grafs, to which my cattle 
were not accuflomed ; but the country afforded 
no other ; and this kind of grafs at leaft, though 
a little dry, was in great plenty. 

Bemfry remained with his horde, to wait for 
the arrival of my caravan. It had taken us fist 
hours to reach it, though on hor&back, and 
confequently I could not get back to my camp 
by day-light. Apprehenfive of lofing myietf 
in the night on a road with which I was uo^ 
acquainted, I refolved to ileep at the horde, 
and we returned the next morning, driving 
before us fix fheep which I had purchafed, 
and two goats that had juft yeaned. 

On my arrival I found a new caufe of un^ 

tafmefs, Pinar^ availing himfelf of my s^ftnce, 

* had renewed his attempts to entice my peewit 

from my fervi^c, and had fueceedcd in f»dw^ 

cing Klaas Bafter and one of his Hottentots. . I 

was 
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i«?as inccnfed at this aft of treachery ^ buf mudi 
more at the ingratitude and iniidelity of Bafter^ 
who had entered into aji engagement with ih^i 
and was in my pay. Fired with juft refent-* 
ment) I fent for him : and without a word of re^ 
proach, I put into his hand the money we had 
agreed upon, and ordered him inflantly to with* 
draw^as I had no further occafion for hisfervicesi 
So unexpefted a diiinif&l mortified and hum^ 
Wed him. Swanepoel feized this moment of 
fhame to point out to him his fault ; and he 
ipoke with the more warmth, becaufe he knew, 
he (hould render me a confiderable fervice by 
bringing him back, as he underRood the lan^- 
guagesof the feveral people amokig whom we 
were going to travel. Inlhort, the negotiation 
was fo fuccefsfuly that two hours after Bailet 
came to me to beg pardon fbr his folly, and to 
return me my money. ,To convince him of 
my forgetting the whole, I made hin;i a prefent 
of what he had received. But Pinar no fooner 
^eard this winding-up of his |)Iot, than, dread-^ 
ing the juft reproaches he had reafon to expert 
fix>m me,' he inftantly yoked his oxen tohifc 
waggon, and departed without faying a word 
to any one* 


» I 
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.The continual follies of this imprud)snt and 
inconfiderate man foreboded him no good. 
With fuch condudjcarelefs whom he offended, 
he could not fail of running to his defhrudioa 
by going among the faVages, who are natu- 
rally good and ingenuous, but eafily provoked 
to anger, and dreadful in their vengeance. 
The reader may remember what I have al- 
ready faid of the charader of this man, who 
had no other objed but to make a fortune by 
his journeys, and gave himfelf little concera 
about the refult of mine. His aim was to in- 
timidate, lay wafte, and plunder. All this was 
fuflBciently pra^icable in the country in which 
we were : but it was not fo eafy for a maa 
devoid. of genius, deflitute of means, and hav- 
ing formed no regular plan, to attain his ends 
without fome mifadventure, and foon or late 
he might be caught unawares. 

This was what happened. Could I have 
feen him before his fudden difappearance, hu- 
manity would affuredly have enjoined it me 
as a duty, to warn him of the inevitable dan- 
gers to which he expofed himfelf, and of which 
he in fa£t became the vidim. His Hottentots 
maiTacred, his goods and baggage rifled, and 

himfdif 
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luibfelf efeaping tvith life hf Iktie Ids tliiii 4 
miradti, made up the fum of this turbulent 
traveller's fucccfs.' ^ Notwithftanding the rea* 
ibnS I had to complain of him, I aver^ that had 
I b€en acquainted with his (ituation in tinie^ 
I would infbintly have flown to his af&ftance. 
But I did not hear of his adventure till my re<- 
turn^ which was four months after it hap- 
pened» 

It being impoflible for me, on account of 
my cattle, to remain much longer in the en- 
campment I occupied, I was obliged to feek 
another without delay. Schoeamaker had 
fpoken of a wood, fituated by a river, well 
calculated for my purpofe, I went to examine 
it, and, finding it fuch as he had defcribed, I 
tranfported thither my caravan. My tents 
were eredied near the water, but it fuch a dif- 
tance as to be fecureftom inundation; and, as 
I had every reafon to believe that I fhould be 
coftipelled to retnain here fome time, I caufed 
an enclofure to be formed, to contain, during 
th# nighty fuch of my animals as I chofe to 
keep near me« 

I purpofed to fend to the pafture ground of 

iBcarufry's horde^ my hojned cattle only. I had 

no 
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tio reafon to apprehend that thefc would be 
carried ofF by the Bofhmeri ; as the horde was 
fufficiently numerous to be fecure from the atr 
tacks of thefe' robbers. Befides, I ordered the 
herd to be driven thither by four of my peo- 
ple, well armed, who wer6 to guard it night and 
day J and, if any thing happened, I could eafily 
repair to their affiftance, as the pafture was not 
more than four leagues from my camp* 

All my hopes centred in the recovery of my 
9xen by this frefli grafs. Without this, I ihould 
be ftopped again, and it would be impoffible 
for mc to continue my journey. I was not in 
the leaft perplexed about the food of my goats, 
flicep, and horfes. Every where along the fhore, 
as well as in the woods, they found abundance 
of thofe prickly encumbers of which they were 
fo fond. • 

For our parts, befide the plentiful mcan& of 
fublifience afforded by fifliing and hunting, we 
had a refource in the hippopotami, which were 
very numerous in the river, and, from a parti- 
cular circumftance, very eaCy to be fliot at tac 
place where we were encamped. 

In fome places the water had fo little depth 
as' to form fhoals. At other places it wag 

Vol. II. Q^ deeper. 
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deeper, and contained thofe cavities which the 
people of the country call Zee^Koe-Gat (fea- 
cow holes *). Thefc amphibious animals ufu- 
ally retired into the holes in the day, and fuch 
as did fo we looked upon as our own ; becaufe, 
ivhcn they quitted them, they were obliged to 
travetfe the fhallow, where they were fo ex-* 
pofed, that we had every advantage for fhoot- 
ing them j and when we could not drive them 
Oi*t of their holes In the day, we kept them 
there all night by lighting fires on the beach | 
fo that the next day hunger obliged them to 
quit the water, • and to pafs before the huateTS 
pofted on their road. 

In this manner we procured as n^nyios we 
wiflied ; fo that at length my people killed them 
folely for their Ikins. My camp was converted 
into a manufactory of chanhocks +• All aromnd 
there was fcarcely any thing to be feen but 
manufadured ikins} and the heated imaginatioa 

* The Dirtch coloniftg call the hippopotamus, or river- 
horfe, the fea-cow. T. 

f Chanbocks arc a fort of whips or fwitches, made of 
the flcin of the rhinoceros, or hippppotamus : that of the 
hippopotamus is preferred, becaufe the whips ifiads with 
it are more pliable, and lefs apttobrealc; but fuch as arc 
tnade of the (kin of the rhiaocetosliwe more beauty. 

of 
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te, forming commercial fpeculitions^ 
was enraptured beforehand with the profit 
they were hereafter to make. 

The mountains abounded with a fort of hare, 
fimilar in fhape and fize to that of Europe, but 
its fkin tefembled that of the rabbits of our 
barrens. We had alfo^ in the^ woods abun*^ 
dance of groufe, different from thofe with which 
I was acquainted ; partridges of the large fpecies 
called by tht planters pheafants ; ^nd a num^ 
bcr of. new birds, fueh as I had never ken. 
Thcfe wete highly valuable to my cnlledion ; 
and I fpent part of my time in procuring ifome 
of every kind. 

I found likewife many infe^ and Gh|yfa>- 
lides under the bark of the mimofas. Thefe 
trees I had no where feen of fuch gigantic fta- 
tare as here: their thorns were frequently 
fixteen inches long. We read of the mimofa. 
in the tranflation of Paterfon's Travels, that 
^^ the vail extent of its brancheSi and the 
*' fmoothnefs of its bark, afford a prodigious 
** multitude of birds an afylum againft birds of 
•* prey, as well as againft ferpents and othejc 
** reptiles, which would otherwife deftroy both 
** them and their cggs.^' 

This fentence is written i^ fo confufed a 

Qji manner 
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manner 'a$ to prefcnt no clear, idea .to the mm<$« 
It is not c^fy to conceive how a ** fmooth barfc 
** and branches of immenfe -extent" fliould 
afford a fecure fheltcr againft birds of prey. 
The author, or the tranflator, no doubt meant 
to fay, that the quantity of branches, and the 
manner in which they were interwoven, af* 
forded a retreat to the fmall birds, ai>d the 
fmoothnefs of it« bark prevented reptiles from 
afcending the tree with eafe to. devour them. 
But I know not where the author faw the 
fmooth bark he mentions. Certainly it muft 
be the aloe dichotoma of which he fpeaks ; for 
I know no tree fo rough as the mimofa nilo- 
tica, or that has fuch a wrinkled bark ^. 

Sparmann 

* The paflagc in Paterfon'is-as follows : " The bouehs 
afford an afylum to a fBCcies of gregarious bird, which 
feems guided byJnftinft in the choice of its habitation, 
for which this tree is peculiarly adapted. The ftem 
being about thirty feet Hi^ before it fends out branches^ 
and covered with a fmooth poliihed. bark, thebir^save 
defended Agamft the diiFerent fpeciesof Tnakesand oth^r 
" reptiles which furround them, and which would other- 
•* wife deftroy their eggs ; while the extent of the branches 
** allows fufficicnt room for the inbreafing colony ; I fay 
** increafing, as thcfc creatures appear extremely prolific^** 
Hence k appears, that the obfervation of Vaillant applies 

only 
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Sparmann too, fpeaking of this tree, fays, 
that ^Vits buihy leaves afforded him fheher 
^ againft the heat of the fun/' If Sparmann 
fometimes enjoyed the fhelter afforded him by 
the mimofa, aflliredly it muil haire been be- 
i;aufe he Waj^ not difficult ; and in certain cir- 
cumffances we are fatisfied with very little. 
For my part I have already faid, and I fay it 
again, that the fhadow of this tree is fo flight 
«is fcarcely to darken the ground on which it 
felk. The truth of this aflertion will not be 
quisftioned, if it be confidered, thatt its name, 
which ranges it in the clafs of fenfitive plants, 
indicates fmall leaves thinly diflributed. I am 
iiidebted to the bark and flowers of the mimof^ 
for a number of curious infeds ; but I never 

pnly to the French tranflator, who, probably not vnder- 
ilanding the meaning of the word grc;garious, tranflated the 
beginning of the above quotation, as if it had been, " the 
" boughs afford an afylum againft rapacious birds." There is 
a^lfo another miftake, but whether imputable to the French 
tranflator or to Vaillant we pretend not to fay. The tree of 
which Lieutenant Paterfon fpeaks is not the mimofanilotica, 
but, as he himfelf fays, a pori^defcript fpecies *, of courfe, the : 
ruggednefs of the bark of the mimofa nilorica by no means 
proves PaterXon to have been unable to diftinguifti between 
rough and fmooth, or to have confounded the mimofa wiili 
Hxt aloe dichotoma, which he ^Ifewherc describes. T. 

0^3 found 
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found it yield much fhade, unlefe there wei^ « 
number of them crowded together. 

Thefe remarks I have aliowed myielf to 
inake, becaufe a traveller ought to conceai 
nothing that may lead to error in the fcienccs. 
I know the refpedt due to two fiich eminent 
naturalifts as Paterfon and Sparmann ; but their 
very reputation makes it; a duty to contradi<5l 
thepi ; the higher they fian4 in our efteem, 
the, more is it to be feared that our confidence 
may lead us to adopt their miftakes. Perhaps, 
however, the paffage in queftion is 4 fault of 
the tranflator alone. 

Bcrnfry frequently came from his hprde to 
vifit my camp, and bring me news of my herd ; 
but he feldom came without fome of his wiyes, 
He had a confiderable number ; and among 
them were fonje very pretty greater Nimi* 
quas, and fome daughters of Boflimen that 
were ftill more pleafmg, becaufe lefs black. 

KlaasBafter, willing to profit by the refidence 
I was obliged to make on the Great-River, 
made an agreement with Bernfry for^the hire 
of two of his wives. It is true, I was thought 
of in the bargain ; for Bafter^ eager to teftify 
his attachment to me^^ and make amends for 

his 
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his faulty ^caiHe to introduce the ^wo beauties 
to me, axid, offfer roe my choice of them. He 
judged. ill of my wants, and ftill worfe of ihy 
wiihes. The reader certainly defires not to 
be my confident ; what . pretty tales fhould I 
have , to tell him, what voluptuous pi(3:ures to 
draw, what delightful folitudes, what fine re- 
veries to recall to mind ; but it was for this 
very reafon I carrie4 my continence fo far, 
Bafter, to avoid the trouble of maHag a choice, 
efpoufed both the (ultanas at once. This per- 
haps was an irregularity ; but I allowed it, to 
avoid greater, and was the accomplice a^ well 
as witniefs of their joys. 

After his example, feveral of my people made 

fimUar agreements, either with Bernfry for his 

. wives, or with other women ; fo that in a few 

, days I had feven married men in my camp. 

One day when Bernfry came to vifit me, he 

told me, that, as he went along the river's fide, 

not far from my camp, he had obfervcd a fe- ; 

male hippopbtamus, which came out of the 

wood, and appeared to be going towards a zee- 

koe-gat with her little one. From the fize of 

the young aninjial, he imagined it to be at moil 

not more than a week^ld, I had never yet 

Q4 ^^^ 
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fecn fo young a hippopotamus,^ and curipfity 
to examine it prompted me to Kaften to the 
place^ followed by Bernfry and fome pf my 
hunters, ^ My eagernefs was fo great, and I 
ran fo heedlefsly, that I was guilty of an aft 
pf imprudence, the confequences of whic!^ 
might have proved fatal to me or fome pf my 
companions. 

On my arrival near the river, as I was leap- 
ing from one rock to another," that I might 
have a better view, I perceived an animal 
croffing me ; and, without giving myfelf time 
to examine it, I fired and broke its leg. It 
was the little hippopotamus of which we wer^ 
in fearch. We ran to intercept its pafla^ejj 
and prevent it from gaining the water ; but 
we had fcarcely come up tp him, when the 
mother appeared a few paces off, on the edge 
of the river, running toward us with fearful 
bowlings, and opening wide her tremendous, 

jaws. 

This fudden and unexpedfed appearance 
made fuch an imprefEon upon us, that we 
thought of nothing but fpeedy flight; and every 
one threw away his fufil to run the fafter. I 
Jiefitated not to do the fame with mine, as it; 

wa^ 
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vras unloaded, and of courfe ufelefs for my 
fJefence. The mother, having recovcried her 
f ub, did not attempt to follqw i|s, but returned 
quietly with it to the water. My hunters told 
me, that, if I wifhed to fee the young animal 
^gain, I muft wait for it on thie (hore, whi- 
ther it would not fail foon to return with its 
mother, becaufe it waa too young to remala 
long under watpr, and befides could not fuck 
^here. 

After what had paffed, I thought this fchcmc 
too dangerous, and imagined we fliould run 
lefs rift by attacking the mother in her own 
element ; fmce there, being lefs expofed, flic 
would endeavour rather to hide herfelf and flee 
than purfue us. My opinion was juft : in lefs 
than a quarter of an hour, notwithftanding her 
wiles and apparent menaces,, flie was killed 
with her little one ; and my fwimmers puflicd 
^hem bt)th before them to the fliore. 

I fent the young animal to my camp, in- 
tending it for the ufe of my kitchen, if the flefli 
were good ; and I found it excellent, its fla- 
vour refembling that of pork and veal. 

The mother was flayed, and cut up on the 
fpot. I had ordered a bowl to be brought 

me. 
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mcy which I filkd with hqr milk. It s^ 
peared to me much lef^ di£igre6able thaa 
that cf the elephant, and, the neact daj viras 
changed almofl> wholly intp cream. It had an 
amphibious tafie^ and, a fifhy •fmell^ which 
gavi: diiguft ; but I could have made ufe of it 
for want of other milk, ^nd in (oSee it was 
even pleafant. 

The light of our fires in the night, and the 
noife of our guns in the day, gave notice of our 
prefence to feveral hordes of the greater Nimi-r 
quas^ fituate a few leagues from us on the other 
fide of the river ; and they frequently paid mc 
Tifite in my camp» 

So alfo did the Caminouquas, who dwelt 
. farther off. All of them teftified their friend- 
ihip to me, and I received them with iimilar 
fentiments. None of them ever returned with- 
out being laden with the produce of my gao* 
Thefe prefents, which were nothing to m^, 
and much to them, procured me friends among 
all the hordest All were eager to come to 
fee me, fuad all invited me to vifitthem in re- 
turn. ; 

Thefe comings and goings, the fight pf thefe 
gpod fava^esj V?bo entrqfted thecifelves in my 
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bands, by troops, i^ithout fear, and without 
die l^afl: Aifpicion, always reftored . me to. my 
natural chara^er, which is that pf geutlenefe^ 
toleranc^^ and the love of eafej and never 
were the ideas of conqueft and empire, which 
fometimes fpring from obftades and reiiilance, 
fo foon or ^o completely driven away as by the 
mild and frank behaviour of thefe fons of na** 
ture. Wherever I met with them, ^11 their 
efforts were exerted to induce me to vl(i^ 
them* 

As a more powerful incentive to this, the 

^greater Nimiquas told me, that, two days 

journey north of their canton, I ihould find 

plenty of giraffes and rhinocerofes. Hitherto, 

as I have already faid, I had never feen a girafie* 

The part of Africa which I traverfed in my 

firft journey afforded none j and what I had 

yet vifited in my fecond was equally deftitute 

of them, for they never pafs the Great River* 

In one of my hunting excurfions, indeed, I 

had met with two rhinocerofes j but, having 

only my common fufee with me, I took care 

not to attack them. 

I had long been warned of the danger arifing 
from provoking fuch an enemy, ^fid ^icperi- 

J fnce 
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ence has fmce more than once convinced me 
of Its truth. Ofall the animals ia Africa, the 
elephant alone exceeds him in ftrength ; and 
there are few which attack with equal impe* 
tuofity, fo that there is none fo dangerous. 
The tiger regularly taakes himfelf heard every 
day at the rifing and fetting of th^ fun ; and 
thus, giving notice of his prefence, wsu^ns you 
to be on your guard. The lion, who^ is ac« 
cuftomed to attack in the night, makes known 
his prefence by hia roar. Belides, notwith- 
llanding the ferocioufnefs of thefe two tyrants 
of the deferts, a loud noife is fuffickht to 
frighten arid drive away either of them. It is 
not fo with the rhinoceros : he is at once a 
traitor whofe coming nothing betrays ; an af* 
faulter whom nothing terrifies; and a fury 
whom rcfiftance renders implacable. 

My abode on the left bank of the river had 
enabled me to traverfe the country round me ; 
and I was now defirous of feeing that on the 
other fide. For this purpc^e it was neceifary to 
crofs the river, which the favages who vifited 
me pafled by fwimming. They had fliow^ 
me a ford, but it was too far from my camp ; 
I had therefore a raft conftruded, of whicli I 

I 

I . made 
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made ufe whenever I chofe to go to the right 
baok. 

The firft time I tried It, I had wkh me two 
Caminouquas, who had come to my camp. At 
the fight of my vehicle they were in raptures. 
I m the mean time.coiikl not but wonder at 
the grofs ignorance and little induftry of thefe 
different races of Africans; who, continually 
expofed to the danger of having their bowels 
torn out by the hippopotami, or of being 
drowned when they crofo rivers that are over- 
flowed, are perhaps the only favages upon the 
face of the earth who have not yet iavented 
fome fort of canoe.^ 

i paiTed the river on my raft with Klaas 
and the two Caminouquas. We had fcarcely 
landed, when a diftrefling fpe£tacle met our 
eyes : it was the carcafe of a man half-devoured 
by a lion, with a bloody affagay by his fide« 
By his clothes, and what remained of his &ce, 
the two Grangers recognized one of their com- 
rades, who had been miffing a week from his 
kraal, whence he had fet out alone to vifit me. 
The footfteps of the wiljd beaft were eafily di- 
fiinguiihed on the ground. He had defended 
htmielf againft it for fome time, and had even 

wounded 
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woundeil it, as appeared from the blodd oiiliiit' 
fpear ; but he had at length fallen : fuch ard 
the unfortunate confequehces of the inferiority 
men without fire-arms have in thefe dombats. 

We paid the lafl duties to his fad remains } 
that is to fay, we coyered his entrails and what 
remained of his mangled body with a heap of 
ftones. After this ceremony, which I made a 
point of performing with them, they left me, 
to carry the news of the mournful event td 
their comrades; and I, grieving at having 
been, though very innocently, the involuntary 
caufe of the death of a human being, gave up 
my fcheme of hunting, and returned to my 
camp. 

I had foon exhaufted every thing both thefe 
cantons offered worthy of notice for my coU 
ledion; and I had lio wifti remaining, but 
that of quitting them as foon as poffible. But 
to this the ftate of my cattle was an obftade. 
Obliged to feed upon a kind of grafs to which 
they were unaccuftomed, they had become ab-» 
folute fkeletons. I never went to fee them 
without being filled with defpair. Thofe o£ 
my people who had been fent to guard them, 
when they were relieved and returned to the 

camp^ 


* A |f k I C A.' ij^ 

I 

tampj which was done at th6 end of every 
weeky foarcely* evef failed to inform me, that 
fome of thetii were dead« I had redded at the 
river five weeks, hoj^ing that we fhould expe- 
rience rain t6 reftore the verdure of the grafs; 
and during the whde of that period it had 
rained but once, and then fo little as fcarcdy 
to lay the duft. 

In the mean time the feafon erf extreme heat 
had begun, the month of November was at 
hand, and the earth every where burnt up left 
me no more hope. iMy Hoitentots themfelvcs 
did not conceal their dejedion : I, more ac*, 
cuftomed than they to contemplate the future, 
and more interefted in the inevhable ilk that 
awaited us, was perfedly difmayed. Sur- 
rounded with infoperable obilacles, I faw the 
time approaching, when it would be as difficult 
for me to return to the Cape as to purfue my 
journey. In vain were my thoughts employed 
day and night in the invention of means to ex- 
tricate myfelf from my difficulty : but whether 
I remained, or whether I departed, I faw no- 
thing but death and deftrudion on every fide« 
My courage fqnk under thefe multiplied at- 
tacks. 

I had 
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I had many times remarked^ that whenever 
the fky appeared cloudy around us^ about 
twenty-four hours after the river conftantly 
rofe five or fix inches^ aiid did not regain itd 
former level for fome days* 

The conftant conjundlion of thfefe two fadts 
could not do otherwife than flrike me ; and I 
concluded from them, that the fiver had its 
fouree in fome chain of mountains, whithef 
the clouds were caitied that pafied over my 
head, and where they diflblved. My excuriions 
on the right Ode of the river confirmed this 
conjedure. Frequently, afcending the moun- 
tains, I had perceived others which extended 
like an amphitheatre ; and, riiing i^Il more and 
more as they receded, were Itifl at a diflance. 

My perfpe£kive glafs had even (hown me, 
that, whenever we had clouds in the zenith, 
it rained in the chain to the north-eaft ; and, in 
that cafe, I was certain the next day of feeing 
an augmentation of the riven 

What would I have given to have been 
placed on thofe diftant mountains, which ex- 
perienced not the drought by which we were 
perilhing! But how fliould I get thither? 
And befidcs, notwithftanding their rains, per- 
haps 
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haps they might ftill want grafs. My glafs at 
lead fhowcd me only a parched furface, with- 
out either wood or verdure. Thus, to w^hat- 
eyer fide. I directed my views,^ I perceived no- 
thing but fubjeds of difcouragement. Yet it 
was neceflary to come to fome determination, 
and to extricate myfelf from the defperate 
fituation in which I was placed. 

Wafted as my oxen were^ every thing told 
me I muft no longdr reckon upon them, but 
confider them as dead. Thus deftitute of 
cattk, my only refource was to endeavour to 
preferve my effeds, my people, and my other 
domeftic animals; If I left thefe in the camp, 
I was certain the men would not want food j 
and the known fidelity of Swanepoel was a 
fuflBcient fecurity for my waggons. In the 
mean time I could be abfent a few weeks, tra- 
yerfe the country beyond the river, and there 
traffic with the different people 1 Should find 
for cattle to recruit my teams. 

This excurfion alfo would allow mc to feek 
for giraffes, and perhaps to kill fome ; and fo 
great a pleafure would at leaft recOmpenfe me 
for the fatigue and expence of a difaftrous 
journey, undertaken atan impropei; feafon. 

Vol. ir. R 'I fixed 
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I fixed my departure for the 28 th of 0<3:c>- 
ber, and fet oflF, attended by eight of. my 
fufileers» among whom wa8 Klaas Bafler^ and 
eight Nimiquas who agreed to accompany me. 
AU the reft of my former caravan remained at 
the camp, under the command of SwarlepoeL 
My new one was compcfed of four dogs; my 
ape Kees ; two horfes ; fix oxen, which I had 
hired to carry my *efFe£ts, my provifion, and 
even fome inftruments, fuch as my compaf^ 
and quadrant; and eighteen perfons: for 
Bernfry had requefted to travel with us ; and, 
to fay the truth, I was as well pleafed to have 
him with me, as to leave him near my camp 
when I was not there myfelf. 

We crofled the river on the raft, and tra- 
veiled algng its bank towards its fourcc, hop* 
ing we fliQuld fee fome giraffes, led to it by the 
want of drink. 

The N imiquas, who knew the country, ad-^ 

• tifed me, after 21 march of fix hours^ to en-< 

camp; and to quit the river the next day,. 

in the expeSation of finding giraffes in th© 

plain. 

■ 

During the night, we were difturbed by the 
roaring of three lions; One of which even 

cam& 
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Hme fo hear us, that one of my people Cavv 
bixa. This alarm, by difturbing our fleep, 
enabled US to fet ofFeatlier than ufual ia the 
morning. 

Though I had two horfes^ I walked on foot 
like the reft, for fear of fatiguing them ; and I 
Wanted to preferve their ftrength for any oc- 
cafion of hunting that might o^er. Left to 
themfelves, at full liberty, they quietly fol* 
lowed the caravan, without ever wandering 
from itj unlefs to feek prickly cucumbers^ 
which were the only nouriftiment that could 
be procured for them. 

During a part of the journey, this kind of 
food was every where to be feen in fufficienC 
plenty t but, as we got farther from the river^ 
it became more fcarce. At length it totally 
failed ; and the want of herbage was fo great, 
that I have feen them, what fcarcely any one ^ 
will believe, yet the fadl is certainly true, 
greedily feize the dung that fell from our oxen,^ 
and fight over the excrementitious remains of 
the digefted grafs. 

On the fecond day We' were obliged, as on 
the firft, to travel fix long leagues towards the 
Weft; and came to encamp near a fpring, 

R 2 which. 
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which, ifluing from the foot of fome roeks^ 
and adorned with verdure along its banks, af- 
forded a pleafant fituation. * 

Juft as I arrivjed at the fpring, a fecretary 
was drinking at it. I fired, and killed it ; and 
from this circumftance I called the fpring Se- 
cretary-Fctuntain. 

The Dutch have given this bird the name of 
Jecretaris (fecretary), on account of a bunch of 
quills behind its head ; for in Holland, clerks, 
when interrupted in their writing, flick their 
pen in their hair behind the right ear, and 
to this the tuft of the bird bears fome re- 
fcmblance. 

• BufFon,fpeaking of the fecretary, fays, that 
it has not been long known at the Cape ; fince, 
he adds, neither. Kolben, nor other writers 
after him, who have defcribed the produdlions 
of that country, make any mention of it. This, 
is advancing a falfe afTertion, and proving it 
by another equally untrue. 

The fecretary is kaovvn in the colonies both 
by the name oifecretaris^ and by that oi Jiangs 
vreeter. Kolben fpeaks of it under the latter 
appellation ; and he certainly knew it, at lead, 
from the report of others, fmce he gives aa 

accurate: 
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accurate ' account of all its various kinds of. 
.food. 

• % 

It is true, in his defcription he tranflates the 
Dutch vfOT^Jlung^vreeter by the French word, 
pelican^ and confequently makes one fpecics 
only of two very different ones. But Kolben, 
was no naturalift ; and his work includes fo 
^ many errors, that it would be furprifing if this 
did not occur in it. I have been more fur- 
prifed, I confefs, that none of our modern na- 
turalifts, even they who fpeak of the fecretary 
moft at large, have taken any notice of three 
blunt bony protuberances, which it has at the 
bend and laft articulation of its wings, though 
they are infinitely lefs confpicuous than in the 
jacana or kamichi. 

Thi6 omiffion I have thought ft range, par- 
ticularly in Buffon, who has not defcribfed the 
bird from the accounts of others, but from an 
individual which he had before his eyes, and 
which, I believe, was in the collection of Mau- 
duit. Yet the circumftance is eflential, fince 
it takes from the fecretary one of its principal 
diftinguifliing charafters ; and thefe protube- 
rances conftitutc befidespart of the weapons of 
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this bird, as I fhall foon haye occs^on to pbr 
ferve. 

I mtift allow myfclf another remark on what 
BufFpn has faid. According to him, the fe- 
cretary differs from rapacious birds by its timid 
difpofition ; and this, he fays, is fo great that, 
when attacked by its enemies, it has. no re^- 
fource but flight. This is a miftake* They 
who have had opportunities, of ftudying this 
^)ird know, that, living chiefly on reptiles, it 
is continually at war with them, feeking theni 
ev^ry where and attacking them with courage. 
}n proof of this affertion, I appeal to Quer- 
hoent, and I fhall add the following fad, to 
which I was myfelf a witfiefs. 

Defcending from a mountain, to a deep bog, 
I perceived almoft perpendicularly beneath me 
a bird rifing and (looping very rapidly, with 
very extraordinary motions. Though I was 
well' acquainted with the fecretary, and had 
killed feveral in the country of Natal, it was 
impoflible for me in my vertical fituation to 
diftinguift) this, though I fufpeded it from its 
adions : and having found means of approach- 
ing pretty near it^, under cover of fome rocks, 

- with- 
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vithout noife, and without being perceived, 
I faw it was adually one fighting with a fer- 
pent. 

The battle was obftinate, and conducted 
with equal addrefs on bpth fides. But the fer- 
pent, feeling the inferiority of his ftrength, em- 
ployfed, in his attempt to_ flee and regain his 
hole, that cunning which is afcribed to hinl • 
while the bird^ gueffing his defign, flopped him 
on a fudden, and cut off his retreat, by placing 
herfelf before hin^ at a fingle leap. On what- 
pver fide the reptile endeavoured to make his 
efcape, his enemy ftill appeared before him. 
Then uniting at once bravery and cunning, he 
erefted hin;ifelf boldly to intimidate the bird; 
and, hiffing dreadfully, difplayed his menacing 
throat, inflamed eyeSj^ and a head fwelled with 
rage and venonj. 

Sometimes this threatening appearance pro- 
duced a momentary fufpenfion of hoftilities : 
but the bird foon returned to the charge; 
and, covering her body with one of her wings 
as a buckler, ftruck her enemy with the bony 
protuberances of the other, which, like little 
clubs,Nferved the more effeiilually to knock him 
^Qwn, as he raifed himfelf to the blow. I 

R 4 (^w 
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faw him at lafi ftagger and fall: the epti'? 
querpr then fell upon him t6 difpatch him, 
and with one ftroke of her beak laid open hi^ 
fkulK 

At this inftant, having no farther obfervar 
tions to make, I killed hen Jn her craw, for 
this bird has one, though no perfpn has noticed 
it, I found on diflediion eleyen pretty large 
lizard?; three ferpents as long as my arm; 
eleven fmall tortoifes, very entire, feveral of 
which were about two inches in diameter ; and 
a number of locufts and other infeSs, moft of 
which were fufficiently whole to be worth pre-' 
ferving and adding to my coUeftion. The 
lizards, ferpents, and tortoifes, had all received 
the blow on. the head from the beak. 

I obferv'cd too that, befide this mafs of food, 
the craw contained a fort of ball, as large as the 
egg of a goofe, formed of the vertebn^ of fer- 
pents and lizafds devoured before, fhells of little 
tortoifes, and wings, claws,^ and fhields of dif- 
ferent kinds of beetles. When this indigeftible 
ir.afs becomes too large^ the fecretary, no doubt, 
like other birds of prey, vomits and brings it 
pp. However, from the fiipcrabundant quan- 
tity of aliment contained in the craw of the on§ 

1 killed, 
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I killed, it certainly was not hunger that excited 
it to attack the ferpent in the flough, but it3 
Statural hatred and antipathy for reptiles. 

This antipathy is an inellimable advantage, 
in a climate which aftonifliingly favours the 
multiplication pf an infinite number of noxious 
and venomous animals. Under this ' point of 
view, the fecretary is really a benefit from the 
hand of nature ; and indeed its utility, and the 
fervices it performs, are fo well .known at the 
Cape and its environs, that the Hottentots and 
planters never kill it, but refpeft its life, as the 
Patch do that of the ftork, an4 the Egyptians 
that of the ibis. 

The fecretary is eafily tamed, and when 
domefticated will eat any kind of food, dreffed 
or raw. If well fed, it not only lives on 
amicable terms with the poultry, but, if it fees 
any quarrpl, will run to part the combatants 
^nd reftore order. It is true, if pinched viiih 
• hunger, it will take care of itfelf, and fall with- 
out fcruple on the ciucklings and chickens. But 
this abufe of confidence, if I may fo* fpeak, is 
Ijut the effeft of imperious want, and the pure, 
^nd fimple exercife of that neceffiy', which 

rigo' 
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rigoroufly devotes one half of what has breath 
to fatisfy the appetite of the other. 

I have feen thefe tame fecretarics in fevcral 
plantations. They commonly lay two or three 
eggs, nearly as large as thofe of a goofe, and 
^s white as thofe of a hen. The young re- 
main a long time in the neft, becaufe, their 
legs being long and flender, they cannot eafily 
fupport ihemfelves. Even at the age of four 
months they may be feen unable to walk with- 
out refting on the heel, which gives thena a 
very awkward appearance. However, as their 
toes are not fo long, and their claws not fo 
crooked, a$ thofe of other rapacious bifds, they 
walk with more eafe than thefe. Accordingly, 
when they are feven months old, and have at- 
tained their full growth and fize, they difplay 
much grace and eafe in their motions, which 
well accord with their (lately figure, Vofmaer 
kept a fecretary for fonie time at the Hague j 
and he wrote on the bird, from the obfervations 
which this living fpecimeri enabled him to 
make. Buffon, quoting the Dutch naturalift, 
fays after him-: ** When the painter was em- 
" ployed in defigning it, the bird drew near 
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^* him, looked attentively upon his paper, 
" ftretched out its neck, and ereded the fea- 1 
^' thera of its head, as if it admired its figure. 
** It often came, with its wings raifed and its 
** head projeded, to obferve curioufly what 
•* was doing." 

The inftind and natural qualities of the fe- 
cretary are fufficiently interefting beyond qucf- 
tion, not to oblige its hiftorian to impute to it 
an admiration of the art of drawing, and a fort 
6f pride at feeing itfelf delineated. If that of 
Vofmaer came up to him, ftretching out its 
neck, and ere£l4ng its creft, I am perfuaded it 
was neither from curiofity nor rapture, but 
folely from a fort of habit common to many 
other birds. We know that moft, when do- 
mefticated and become familiar, love to have 
their heads fcratched ; that this tickling gives 
them pleafure ; and that they approach every 
one who comes near, ftretching out their necks 
by way of making known their defire. This 
xnay be daily feen in Europe in peacocks and 
parrots^ 

' The fecretary is to be met with in all the dry 
plains near the Cape. I have found it on the 
eaft, all alqng the coaft, in Cafiiraria, and even 

7 very 
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very far within the country. But on the weft, 
though that part of Africa has deferts ftill more 
parched than any on the eaftem fide, and of 
courfe affords the different kinds of food fuited 
to it, I have feen it no where beyond the 
country of the Greater Nimiquas. I (hall fay 
but one word more on this interefting creature. 
Its bill is not gallinaceous, as Vofmaer fays*, 
' but that of a rapacious bird : and it has not, 
as. Buffon fays, the leg bare of feathers like 
thofe of a fhore-bird. For the reft I refer to 
my Ornithology, where I fh^ill give a more 
minute account of the fecretary. 

Thefe particulars refpeding a very intereft- 
ing bird, I am perfuaded, will fufEciently juf^ 
tify the motives that induced me .to give its 
name to the fpring near which we encamped. 
We fpent the night there. The next day four 
favages, coming to it to drink, recoUeded my 
guides, with whom they were acquainted, and 
invited n>e to their horde, which they faid was 

* We have not Vofmaer, but we apprehend Vaillant 
confounds him here with Sonnerat. Buffon fays : *' Son-r 
" nerat is miftaken when he reckons the bill of the fecre- 
•* tary gallinaceous ; which 5s the more ftrange, as that n^- 
" turalift remarks that the bird itfelf is carnivorous*** 
Buff. Birds, vol. vii. p. 322. Smellic's Tranfl. T. 
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but half a day's -journey off at mod. I ac- 
cepted their invkation, and having fent two of. 
them on before with Klaas Bafter, to give now 
tice of my coming, 1 fet forward : but the plain 
was fo troublefome to travel over, that it took 
us up eight hours to pafs it. 

When I drew near, the chief, a refpeaable 
old man, came to meet me, accompanied by 
part of his horde, according to cnftom. After 
the due compliments had pafled between us, 
he made me a prefent of a couple of fheep for 
my company, and while they wfere dreffing I 
went to vifit the kraaj. At every hut to which 
I came, I heard the words, iabaca?ta matte^ (give 
me fome tobacco) : I anfwered dcip matte ^ (give 
me fome milk) ; for I was fo thirfty from my 
journey, that I would at the time have pre- 
ferred a bowl ^ of milk to ten oxen. My re- 

\ 

queft was complied with readily. Several 
cows were driven to my tent, which I had 
milked as I flood by, and delicibufly quenched 
my third . with the fweet falubrious fluid, 
which often was my only nutriment. 
^ The old man had not quitted me a moment ; 
and I availed myfelf of his company to obtain, 
all the information he could give refpefling 

3 the 
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the country. He, on his part, did not let flip 
the opportunity of fpeaking to me of his 
troubles. ' He was not far from the liver, 
where hippopotami abounded ; and he and his 
companions would have been very glad to pro- 
cure fome occafionally for food : but, though 
they had digged holes, and fet traps for them, 
along the fhore, they had never been able to 
catch more than three during the two years 
they had dwelt there. The creatures, hefaid, were 
too cunning for them ; though he had no doubt 
but I, with my fufees, of the effeds of which 
he had heard, might h^ve as many as I pleafed* 

Such an obfervatipn was an ihdireft requeft 
for me to render the horde a fervice. It gave 
me an opportunity of making myfelf friends * 
andj had not the diflrefs of my fituation iiii- 
pofed this on me as a matter of neceffity, 1 
would have done it from humanity to fervc 
tbefe poor favageSk 

I refolved, therefore, to fet off the next day 
in the afternoon, fp^d the night near the river^ 
and begin the chace the following morning at 
the peep of dawn. I took with me all my 
hunters. A party of the horde followed, with 
fome pack- oxen for carrying the fruits of 

our 
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6ur fport ; and at day-break all my people were 
in motion. 

Half of our company pafled the river by 
fwimmingy while the other half remained on 
my fide. When the fwimmers had gained 
the oppofite bank, they feparated into two 
parties, one of which went a certain way up the 
river, and the other down. We did the fame 
on my fide* The four parties thus included a^ 
part of the river three quarters of a league in 
extent. I remained alone in the centre of thofe 
who were to beat for the game. 

At an appointed fignal, all were ordered ta 
fet out from their pofts, and advance flowly 
towards me, fome ftiouting aloud, others oc^ 
cafionally firing their pieces, in order to drive 
.towards me the hippopotami that might be iil 
that part of the river. They found eight ; and 
all the parties being aflfembled at the common 
centre, patience and addrefs only were wanting 
to our purpofe. 

In a fliort time we had wounded fevcraL 
Two were even killed ; and the people of the 
horde were enraptured with joy. But fome- 
of them going into the river to drive the dead 
ones afhore, one of the fwimmers received a 

ftroke 
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ftroke from the fnout of one of the v^royiided 
hippopotami, and one had his thigh ripped up 
by the tufk of another. Thefe accidents made 
me fear fomething worfe ; wherefore I recalled 
all my people ; and, to the great regret of the 
Nimiquas, put an end to a hunt^ which had 
every profpeG of being more produdive, but 
uhich could not be. continued without great 

rifk. 

The remainder of the day, and part of the 
next morning, were employed in cutting 
lip the animals we had killed, and loading our 
oxen with them. The Imell that iflued from 
them, carried to a diftance by the winds,. drew 
to the place numbers of hawks and vultures, 
which followed us for a long time, failing over 
,our heads. 

The vultures appeared to me of a new and 
unknown fpecies. But I attempted to fhoot 
fome of them in vain ; for they kept them- 
felves always out of gun-fhot, and the report 
of my fufee did nothing but drive them off 
without return. 

Our ar4"ival at the horde was welcomed with 
great joy ; and this joy was unbounded when 
it was known, that, except a few pieces for my 

people*^ 
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peop\^, I meant to givft up the whole of the 
two animals to the kraal. The chief, as a 
teftimony of their gratitude, requefted me, in 
the name of the whole, to accept a fat ox. 

I thanked hixn for his offer ; but, finding 
him mortified by my refufal, I begged him to 
give me in ex.change a couple of fheep ; as at a 
time of fcarcity they might ferve us for food 
on our journey. Before I left him, I made 
him a prefect of a knife, and diftributed a few 
glafs. beads among the women. 

To arrive at the canton^ where I was in- 
formed I fhould certiinly find, giraffes, I muil 
pafs another horde, a few leagues diftam from 
this. I therefore requefted him to furnifh me 
with guides to it, and particularly to fend fome 
of his people to announce my coming. This 
was always my cuftom : when I quitted a horde 
I procured a recommendation to'thai to which 
I was going; and I had always reafon to re- 
joice at having done fo. As favages have but 
few means of protefting therafelves againft 
the rapacity of the curious or ilUintenti(jned, 
when they receive viht$ fimilar to thofe of a 
Pinar, and as I wifheji never to infpirefear, the 

Vol. II. S precau- 
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precautions I took to fecure a welcome i)iigKl 
tiot to be wondered at. 

When we left this horde, we re-pafled Secre- 
tary-Fountain,; and thence taking our courfe 
to the north eaft, we arrived, after travelling 
four hours and a half, in a parched plain, 
where the horde I fought refided*. The kraal 
contained about a fcore of men, who came to 
meet me ; and every thing I iaw had the ap- 
pearance of profound want. 

I was ftruck, however, with a mark of dif- 
tihdion, which I faw on one of the huts. It 
was completely covered with the fkin of a 
giraffe; Knowing this quadruped, the talleft 
en the' face of the canh. i)n\y from.the<ielcrip- 
tions and incorrect plates I had feen, I had ntt 
fufpicion that this waff ks (kin : yet fo it was. 
At length I wajB in the country it inhabited*; I 
fhould foon fee living ones ; and the moment 
drew near when I fliould be rccompenfed, at 
. lead in fome.meafure, for the troubles and mif- 
fortunes of my joumey.- 

The two fheep which I brought with me 
would rtot follow us; and we had had great 
trouble to bring them as far as the kraal. That 
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we iHight^not be £b iineonvenieaced again, I di* 
reded them to be killedv and dtftributed them, 
with: a* few pieces ofthe hippopotami, among 
the people of the horde. This prefent waS; 
the more valuable to them, as they had no 
other food than the milk of a few cows* On 
quitting them, Ihad the happinefs of adding 
^ to it five fpring^bock antelopes, which I kUled 
on a hill about a nxile from the kraal, and im** 
mediately fent to them. 
. I cpuld , not witnefs the joy this new gift: 
muft have^produced : but, ifl may judge from 
thpt.dccafioned by the former, and the endlefs 
thanks, made me by thofe of thCi horde who ac* 
companied me as iguides.i my vifit to thefe 
diftrefled creatures muft have, formed an era 
which they ^would not foon 'forget^ and the 
miracles of the great purveyor will be handed 
down in the horde from generation to gene- 
ration. ' > 

- On my arrival at Gamma^ivier (Lion- 
River), I found it to contain fo little water, 
that we chpfe its bed for our road. The Foofe 
fand with which It was covered was tirefome« 
it is true ; but the bufhy.twes on its banks com- 
peniated for our fatigue, by the ihelxer they 
^" ' S 2 ' afforded 
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afforded ufi from the rays of die Tuil Whcar 
night approached, we h^ted under a great nlL* 
mofa, and after we had kkidied a fire we fan 
dt)wn in a circle round it. 

On l»he tree was one o£ the vaft neft» above: 
mentioned, forming the feat of a republic of 
birds* Whether they were incommoded bjr 
the fmoke, or raiftook the light of our fire for 
that of day, many of them flitted among the 
branches, while others by then' twittering pro* 
duced an agreeable- though eonfufed noife* 
This was a favourable opportunity for me to* 
procure fome. I afcended the tree, and flip-- 
ped my hand > into ^ne of the ceUs:: but this, 
motion, notwithftanding all my eare^ having 
ihaken the hive, all the inhabitants took flight,, 
and a prodigious number iflued from all the 
*holes at ©nee. 

However, I ftill advanced my hand,, and, 
prefently touched fomething, by which . I was: 
feverely bitten. Thi« furprifed me^ becaufe 
the birds that buUd thefe neila, being of ther 
fame genus as the iparrows of the Cape, coold: 
not inflift a- wound fo painful : confequentJyr 
fbme ftrange fpecies muft be in the heft, whtcb 
I was curious to know* The bite was* taad&t; 
1 i - Idi4: 
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1 4id ^ot ht, go, and foon pulled out of the neft, 
9f\\k ^equal joy amd furprife, two beautiful lit^ 
tie pazHTOts, a male and a female^ 
.; The prefeace of thefe intruders on a foreign 
republic appeared^ to me an inexplicable cir- 
cuipAance. »The jNimiquas alone were not fur* 
prifed at it^ras thjy. were already acquainted 
with it by experience ;^ and informed me that, 
when the republicans have £nifhed their habi- 
UtioQS, foiQetim.es birds of another fpecie9» 
ftronger th|in they, drive them out, occupy 
jJiiQir plac^,. ^d as they breed live there in £0^ 
ciety* Thivs,.it is not among mankind alon^ 
that the we;ikarrepppre(red, defpoiled, and drir 
ven from their homes: birds alfo have their 
tyrants, which feize,fbv th^ir own ufe the pro* 
^udt of the Ubour of others, und have equally 
arguQi^ntsat command toproye they have done 
that to which they had a rights 

. Pay, which compels beads of prey to relreat 
to their dens^ .axul reftorps courage to thofe 
^ animals whofe life is innocent and whofe man- 
ners are peaceful, brought back to the tree th^ 
4ockr of little parrots which the alarm of the 
pight had difperfed* They all arrived in p^irs j 
jiad before they entered thpij; conunon abode, 

S3 they 
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they f cfted otr the branclies ttt' fee wtiat injiify . 
it hay fuffercd. Butl obfetved that paifots only 
returned, and not one of the' origihal builders^ 

* 

^hrch had been completely batiifhed tb a brrd. 
• While I was* refledirig oh this ch'jmge of in- 
febitants, one of my Nimiqua guides catiie 
taipkfto linpart to me /fome infotmktbn. 
Which he imagined would be pleaftng, *- '** '' 

This mail had feen tic trainfported 'at the 
fight of a giraffe's fkin, when -with his horde ^ 
arid he ran to inform me*, that he had juff dll^ 
covered in the neighWurhood one of thefe anil 
mals under a mimofa, browfing* on its leaves.' ' 

Inftantly, rarrihed with joy^ I leaped on one 
of my horfes, made Bcrnfry mount another, 
and, attended by my dogs, haftenerf towards 
•the mimofa. The giraffe was not there ; but 
we faw him croffing the plain towards the 
weft, and we fpurred on our horfes td over* 
take him. He trotted on lightly without ex- 
erting himfelf iri the leaft, whik w^ galldp8J 
after, firing 6'ccAfiotially at him : however, he 
infenfibly gained upon us ; fo that aftefa chace 
of three hours, our horfes being completely 
out of breath, we were obliged to flop, an4 
foon loft fight of h ilia f 

This 
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Tf^his commencemept appeared to me no 
fjnraiirable omen. My people had fpoken of 
nothing but pleafure in hunting the giraffe. 
According to their account, it would be no more 
than play to n\e ; yet I found cqnfider able 
difScuhy in it. This, however^ was not the 
moft ve:^Atious idea to me at the moment. 

Ourchace had Separated «« From each other^ 
and from, the camp. By •my eftimatioa I 
could not be lefs than five Jong leagues from 
it; and, to alarm me the more, the giraffe 
having made yarious turnings and windings 
hthis flight, 1 could not tell what courfe to 
fker to regain it. It was noon. , I began to 
feel the calls of huc^er and third j and I wa3 
iildqe on a parched foil» «xpofed to a fervid 
fun, without the leafl fhelter againft its heat^ 
or provifion to fatisfy my wants. 

My horfe, panting for breath, was fo jade4 
as to be of no fervice to. me. I could do no- 
. thing, therefore, but remain where I was, 
waiting till fbme of my people^ uneafy at my 
abiience, fhould come in fearch of itie. But 
at fuch a diflance, without means of knowing 
where I was, how could I hope that they 
would find me ? I fired off my fwfee a few . 

S 4 times 
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times to make Bjrafry bear mc, whd! could 
not be far (jff, and who had probably loft ixiui«» 
felfalfo. 

Now and then I faw fome groufe pais over 
my head ; and I killed a few« as much to pafs 
away the time as to fatisfy my hunger. By 
means of the pan of my gun, and at the ex-r 
pence of one of my fleeves which ferved me 
for tinder, I contrived to light a fire, and broil- 
ed my birds. 

Though this employed me two hburs,: it 
did not prevent ray making melancholy re- 
flexions. How tedloufly do the minutea patfs 
in fuch fituations ! At length, when I found it 
was five o'clock by my watch, and faw my-i 
felf obliged to fpend the night there, expofed 
to the attacks of wild beads, I began to employ 
what day-light remained in collefting all the 
brufliwood round, to keep up a fire during thq 
night. 

This precaution was unneceflary. The mo^ 
ment when I moft defpaired of fuccour, I fan^ 
cied I heard at a diftance the report of guns. 
I need not expreft the joy I felt at this fignak 
I anfwered by firing both the barrels of my 
piece. In fa£l it was made by fome of my 

people^ 
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people, among whom was Bernfry, who had 
com^e in fearch of me. In a (hort dme I 
heard their vbicea^ they were not long before 
ihey joined me, and I (ef off with, them tc>- 
wards my campu 

We had yec tiipc to tratel two le^giieS be- 
fore night, and then we encatnped uhdei: 
fome aloes, .wl;iich we found in our wajr. 
Scarcely had. we kindled, our fires, when we 
perceived odiettt on the mountaip, Thefe my 
people afcribed t^ the B6(hmen{ and they feai^ 
ed that our j, by^btrayingus^ would expofe .us 
tQ. the attaokvpf thefe fcnrmldable ncighbouri. 
But we were ftrong enough to have nothing 
to apprehend^ and betook oujpfel ves ;to -reft with 
tranquiiiity . : - ♦ » 

. The next day I was joined by my, whole 

caravan. I faw five mose girafies, to whkh 

;W9 gor/e diatre ; but they employed fo many 

, wiles, that, kficr we had hitnted them the whole 

day, they efcaped us through the favour of the 

pight. 

I was grieved at this' bad fuccefs ; but wh^t 
afflided me mbft was, that Ivvas on the, point 
of being wholly deftitute of provifion, having 
(ix*and-twenty mouths to fupply* I had but 

• a few 
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k few pounds of the frcfhof the hi{>'popotaniu$ 
left: I had juft loft two days ia ufdefs endea- 
jcioora fptptocure.foifidj-and I had reafon to 
-iekr; thit^hofe which fdlld^ed would not- be 
more fortunate. I then regr-etted my refufal 
of the- px offered b^ythfc Nimiqua chief : for, 
if*.fMtUtte.fto«Jd ndt favour me in the chace 
ucxJt day, -t ifkifdii h€ ^Hged 4:0 kill one 
of my owft; -^ LUcklly I was'^uccefsful ; and 
the h^ii day^ whit!H:wai:tho esnth of Novcof^- 
ber^ was: one of *lhe happieft- bf my life, the 
moil T^luable ior my craveld,* and that whkh 
I recall; ta mind /with the greateft fatisfac*- 

• Pi^ommienced miy ^ace atfun^rlfe, in hopes 

of finding fome kind of game to furnilh us 

witli food. After . walking fomie hoursi on 

turning a hiU we perceived feven giraffes, which 

-my dogsi inftantly attacked. Six < took flight 

cto^ether; the feventh, intercepted by my dogs, 

-fled a different way. . ' 

Bemfry was on foot, holding his horfe by 
-the bridle. In the twinkling of an eye he 
twas in the faddle, auid fet off in purfuit of the 
Jix* I fqlldwed the other full fpeed; but, in fpite 
of the el^ertions of my horfe, the giraffe fo far 
V ;. . outftripped 
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oatft ripped mc, that on turning a little hltthe 
was out of fight, and I gave up the'purftiiti » 

My dogs, however, foon came up with hltti ; 
ib that he was obliged to ftop tb defend him- 
felf. From the place where I wae* I heard them 
bark with all their ttrength ; the found ap- 
peared to me to continue' at the lame fpot ; 
whence I concluded^ that*they-had the anims^ 

at bay, iand I fpurred my horfe inftatitly to- 

■ _ ' • • • , 

wards them* ' 

• • • 

I had fcarcie turned the hillock^ when I pii> 
ceived him furrounded by 'the dogs, and^^ 
deavouring by forcible kicki fo drive thetti 
cfF. I had only the trouble to alight, aii4 
brought him to the ground with a fingle flidt* 

Delighted with my vititory, I returned to 
call my people, that the animal might be (kin-I 
ned and cut to pieces. While 1 was lookiflg 
for them, I faw Klaas Bafter, who with eager- 
nefs made figns to me, which at firft I did ndt 
uhderftand. Looking, hov^rever, towards the 
fpot to which he pointed, I perceived with 
Turprife a giraffe ftanding under a large ebony 
tr€e, and affailed by my dogs. Suppofing it 
to be another, I ran towards it ; but it wasrthe 
pne I had jufl; before fhot, which had in reality 

3 recovered 
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9ti^oif&^ its jfe^t ; -biit the moment I was pre- 
paring to fire kt it a fecond time^ it dropped 
down dead* 

Who would believe that fuch a conqueft 
ihould excite^ tranfports in my mind borderin|^ 
on madnefs? Troubles, fatigues, prefling. wants,, 
uncertainty of the future, and .fqmetxmes dif-^ 
guft of the paft,,difappeared together : idl fled 
at the fight of this new prize.* I could not 
fatisfy my eyes with contemplating it. I mea- 
fiuredT its immenfe height. My eyes turned 
with aftoniihinent from the animal deftroyed to. 
|he inftrument of deftrudion. I called and 
called again my people one -after another ; and^ 
though any ©ne of .them could have done ^ 
much, chough w« hadkilied animals of greater 
bulk, and much mpre dangerous, I was th^ 
firft to kill this ; with this T was about to en-f 

I 

rich natural hiftory ; I was about to deftroy 
romance, and eftabliih a truth in my turn. 
All my people ran up, and congratulated me 

» ■ 

on my exploit. Bernfry alone remained be-t 
hind. . In vain did I urge him on with, mj 
voice and a€liojis. He had fallen from his 
horfe, bruifed his fhoulder, and walked flowly, 
leading his beaflt by the bridle^ AVhen. he 

came 
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came near he told mc of his falL I, without 
attending to what he, faid, without confldering 
that he might ^ant lielp^ fpoke to him of my 
vidory. .He pointed to his ihoulder ; I poiated 
. to my giraffe. I was fo intoxicated, with joy, 
that I fliould fcarcely have thought of wounds- 
of my own. 

I have already given fome account of the 
manners and inftind of the giraffe, and I (hall 
iay fomcthing more. I have brought a (kin 
into Europe; and if the apartments occupied, 
by an individual were not loo low for tha 
height of fuch an animal, I would have 
ftuffed this ikin, fo as to exhibit to the cu* 
rious a faithful reprefentatioti of ij in its 
natural ftate. 

. It remains for; me to recite the precautions 
i took in flaying it, to preferve its coat as. en- 
tire, and uninjured as. poflibk.. The account 
may be ufeful to other travellers, who, propo- 
fmg like me to traverfe thecomitry of girafies^ 
may defire like me to bring away their fpoils. . 
.The curious who have feen the oee in my j^of- 
feffion, which, though it has been hung up 
-cairelefsly in my cabinet for feven years, aifto* 
niihed them.hy being fo ftefh and enitire^ jiare 
alked mc many^queftions en the fubjiQ;. ;Thc 
,' , . particulars 
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particulars I aoi ^ifig to give will an^er all 
thefe queftions at once; and the account oS 
the procefs will be received with more pleafare, 
as k is applicable to any other animal as well 
as the giraffe. 

My firft care^ when I had killed this animal, 
was to take all its dimenfions with great accu« 
racy, and then to make a drawing of it, re- 
ducing my defxgn by an appropriate fcale to 
the proper meafures. While I was doing this, 
my people were employed in fupportihg the 
different parts as' I drew them/ 

To fay the truth, this operation appeared to 
them long. Dying with hunger (for cTiey as 
well as myfelf had eaten nothing for fix-and- 
thirty hours), they fighed for the moment when 
h would be finifhed, that they might feafl on 
the animal. Already, that they might difledi 
it more quickly, feveral of thcnl were whetting 
their knives on the flones. But, as it was my 
intention to preferve the Ikin, I meant to take 
it off myfelf, and not leave it to them to hack 
and cut to pieces. In vain did they requefl 
me to give it up, affuring me, that I fhould 
find plenty of others : but I was not to i>e 
dupid^by this language prompted by hunger.; 
and I fell to work immediately. t . 

Firft, 
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fiHI, I clivi£ted l;he fkin oathe lowei^^art 
of tlie body, from the anas to the lo\Rer iipb 
The - lip I did hot touch j becafufe that part, 
being of a fefter texture than the. reft^irould 
{imnk more^in drying i£ it *were divided^ whick 
would disfigure the animai^if^^t anytiinsaci 
attempt fiiouid be nlade to.^^ve it its natural 
form. After this incifion, I mide four .others, 
pne on the.infide of each leg, afcetiding from 
the hoof to the belly, and terminating in the firlL 

This previous operation being performed^ 
nothing remained but to, flay the animal ; on 
which bulinefs I employed fo me of my peqplc 
with their (harpened knives. I took care/bow- 
ever, that the head ati^ hoofs fhoidd remain 
annexed to the Ikin* This part df the bufmefe 
alfo I took upon myfelf, feparating the head 
from the fplne at the upper joint of the neck, 
and the hoofs from the bones of the leg. While 
I was at work, my Nimiquaswent to cut wood; 
and kindled a fire for our^culinary operations. 
As they v^erc fetching wood, they found a 
fpring, to which 1 ordered the Ikin to be con- 
veyed, that it might be cleaned of the blood 
and other fitth j and then relinquilhed the body 
of the, ani'ttial to my hungry companions. * 

i KlaaS) 
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' Klaas, ever attentive, ever thinkiiig oh me, 
cut x)ff a few flices ^hich he brought to 
me when broiled, and I found theoi ex- 
cellent. He alfo laid the fhin-4>ones on the 
£re* Their marrow, as white and firm as the 
fat of mutton, wan truly delicious. I had never 
{ten any {o fine, and much regretted that I had 
no bread to make a toa(L I melted a certain 
quantity, however, with which I filled the 
girafie's bladder, and which afterwards ferved 
nre a long time to drefs flices of the fieih* 

After dinner I refumed my work. Klaas 
had levelled and cleaned a piece of ground 
about twenty feet fquare. On this I caufed 
the ikin to be (Iretched out, and confined its 
edges with large (lones* 

The planters in thefe cafes ufe wooden pegs,^ 
which they thruft through the Ikin to keep it 
forcibly ftretched j but this is a faulty method ; 
for the f^^in dries with an uneven edge, and, 
when it is wanted for ufe, the appendages thus 
occafioned remain, even after the Hcin has been 
wetted with water ; for what has been dif- 
teaded with too much violence will never after 
recover its proper tone. However . deicteroua 
tl^e natural! ft may be, he cannot remedy the(e 

1 infa- 
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infuperable diflSculties when he attempts to put 
the fkin into form ; and the ftuiFed figure thus 
made, which he places in his cabinet, very 
little refembles the animal it is intended to re-" 
prefent. - 

I had now to dry the fkin of my girafFe, re- 
move Its greafe, and deflroy every fermenta- 
tive caufe capable of rotting or damaging it. 
With this defign Fdireded large fires to, be- 
made, that 1 might have plenty of afhes. Thefe 
afhes I flrewed over the fkin, taking care that 
they covered it equally and completely. In 
this flate it remained a whole night ; and, for 
fear fome hyaena fhould come in the dark and 
devour part of it, I pitched my tent clofe to 
my treafure. ' 

The difTedion of the head and hoofs em- 
ployed me all the next day, becaufe I would 
receive no afli fiance but that of Klaas. The 
hoofs gave me little trouble j but with the head 
it was otherwife. With regard to the latter, 
we firft began by raifing the fkin of the cheeks 
and jaws, and removing the flefh underneath, 
the place of which we fupplied by wadding, 
to reflore and preferve the fhape. The eyes 
were treated in much the fame way. After 

VoLi II. T having 
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« 

having taken out the ball of the eye, and dried 
its orbit with hot afhes, I filled the cavity with , 

wadding to fiipport tjie eyelids* 

• ^^ 

The moft difficult operation was the extrac-* 
tion of the brairi, which in the giraffe is of 
Confiderable bulk ; and this perplexed me 
much, as I was unwilling to admit either frac- 
ture or incifion in the fkull. At length the 
idea fuggefted itfelf to me of fucking it up as 
it were by degrees. This we accompliftied, by 
means of a wire which I armed at the point with 
a tuft of hairs taken from the krofles of my 
Hottentots, and which, thus converted into a 
brufli, was introduced into the bony receptacle 
of the brain. When the Ikull was eniptied, I 
filled it with hot aflies. The forepart of the 
head, from the noftrils to thofe bony excfef- 
c^nces I have elfewhere mentioned, which form 
a kind of horns for the anima', required no- 
thhig to be done to it, fince it was not flefhy j 
fo that it wanted only drying. 

From time to time I renewed the afhes ort 
the fkin : I even kept up large fifes for feveral 
days following, merely for the fake of the 
afties. Thefe operated at once by the joint 
adion of their defrccative and alkaline pro- 
- perfies, 
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perties, and fucceeded with me perfcdMy, as 
may be feen in my cabineti 

I cannot fay fo much for the common falt^ 
wliich the planters ufe on (imilar occafions. In 
my opinion, to fait a fkin is to fpoil it : and 
this I have feen confirmed among them by 
experience. Befide that fait does not pre- 
vent certain infers from coming to depofit 
their eggs in them, and injuring the hair ; it 
preferves a certain degree of humidity, and 
confequently a germ of deflni£tion, which 
never fails to take efFe<fl during the paffage by 
fea, or if it remain long on board a veflcL 

Before I brought the Ikin of a giraffe into 
Europe, one had arrived in Holland j but, hav- 
ing been put into fait, it was fpoilt ; as indeed 
it was before it left the Cape» 

With refpefl: to the fkeleton of this animal, 
which rdakes part of the coIle(flion at the 
Hague, a writer, who is no naturalift, fays, in 
the Journal de Part's^ JMay ^6, 1788, that he 
faw there a fkin entire, with the fkeleton of 
the beautiful quadruped to which it beloijged^ 
The fkeleton indeed exifts : but, the fkin be- 
ing fpoilt, a fpecimen or fample of it only 
if cominonly fhewn to the curious. I have 

T 2 no 
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no doubt but the author, feeing it thus, judged 
of the whole by the part (hewn to him. 

I federal times examined this beautiful &ele- 
ton, on my return from Africa, as well as the re- 
mains of the pretended lkin,which I can venture 
to affirm is compofed of different parts, moft of 
which are fo fpoilt, that it would be impoflible 
to cover the. animal again with it. If Vofmaer, 
the fuperintendant of the colle<Slion, has writ* 
ten on the giraffe, affuredly it was not in con- 
fcquence of the knowledge he obtained from 
this fliapdefs fkin, but from books or converfa* 
tion with perforis well informed. As a proof 
of my aflertion, I may appeal to the firft en- 
graving which he publifhed of this animal, 
which he afterwards correded from what 1 faid 
on my return, and frorji my drawings which he 
faw. 

The giraffe chews the cud, as all horned 
animals with cloven feet ufually do. Like 
them, too, it crops the grafs ; though feldom, 
becaufe pafture is fcarce in the country it in- 
habits. Its ordinary food is the leaf of a fort 
of mimofa, called by the natives ianaa^^ and 
by the planters kameUdoorn. The tree being 
peculiar to the canton, and growing only there, 

this 
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this may be the reafon why.it takes up its 
abode in it, and why it is not feen in thofe 
regions of the fouth of Africa where the 
tree does not grow. This, however, is but a 
vague conjecture, and which the reports of the 
ancients feem to c6ntradi£t. 

Its head is unqueftionably the moft beau- 
tiful part of its body. Its mouth is fmall: its 
-eyes large and animated. Between the eyes, 
and above the nofe, it has a very diftind and 
prominent tubercle. This is not a flefhy ex- 
crefcence, but an enlargement of the bony part, 
the fame as the two little bolTes, or protube- 
rances, with which its occiput is armed, and 
which rife as large as a hen's egg, one on, each 
fide of the mane at its commencement. Its 
tongue, is rough, and terminates in a point. 
Each jaw has fix grinders oh each fide ; but 
the lower jaw only has eight cutting teeth in 
front, while the upper jaw has none. 

The hoof is cloven, has no heel, and much 
refemblcs that of the ox. It may be obferved, 
however, at the firft fight, that the hoof of the 
fore-foot is larger than that pf the hind-foot. 
The leg is very flender : but the knee is fwclled 

T3 like 
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like that of a ftumbling horfe [couronnc\ be- 
caufe the animal kneels down to fleep. It has 
alfo a large callofity in the middle of the 
.fternum,. owing to its ufually repofmgon it. 

If I had never killed a giraffe, I (hould have 
thought, with many other naturalifts, that its 
hind-legs were much (horter than the fore 
ones. This is a mift2ike: they bear the 
fame proportion to each other as is ufual 
in quadrupeds. , I fay the fame proportion 
as is ufual, becaqfe in this refpeft there are 
Variations, even in animals of the fame 
fpccies. Ev^ry one knows, for inftance, that 
mares are lower before than . ftallions. What 
deceives us in the giraffe, and occafions this 
apparent difference between the legs, is the 
height of the wither^, which m?iy exceed that 
of the crupper fi-om fixteen to twenty inches, 
according to the age of the animal j; and which, 
when it is f?en at a diftance in motion, gives 
the appearance of much greater length to the 
for?- legs. 

If the giraffe ftand ftill, and you view it in 
front, the effefl is very diffevent As the forcr 
part of its body is i^iuch larger than the hind- 

part. 
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partj it completely conceals tKc latter; fo that 
the animal refembles the ftanding trunk of a 
dead tree. 

Its gait, when it walks, is neither awkward 
nor unpleafing ; but it is ridiculous enough 
when it trots ; for you would then take it for 
a limping beaft, feeing. its head, perched at 
the extremity of a long neck which never 
bends, fwaying backwards and forwards, the 
neck and he^d playing in one piece between 
the ihoulders as on an axis. However, as the 
length of the neck exceeds that of the leg? at 
lead four inches, it is evident that, the length 
of the head too takeh into the account, it can 
feed on grafs without difficulty ; and of courfe 
is not obliged either to kneel down, or to 
ftraddle wifh its feet, as fojnc authors have 
aflerted. 

Its mode of defence, like that of the horfe 
and other folidungulous animals, confifts in 
kicking with the heels. But it^ hind parts 
are fq light, and its jerks fo quick, that the 
eye cannot count them. They are even fuf- 
iicient to defend it againft the lion, though 
they are unable to proted it from the impe- 
tuous attack of the tiger. 

T 4 Its 
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Its horns are never employed in fight. I 
did not perceive it ufc them even againil my 
dogs ; and thefe weak and ufelefs weapons 
would feem but an error of Nature, if Nature 
could ever commit error, or fail in her de- 

figns. 

It is a pretty conftant rule among animals 
in general, that males when young refemble 
females, and have nothing to make them dif« 
tinguiflied. This refemblance in youjth , is not 
peculiar to many fpecies of quadrupeds, aslfhall 
hereafter (how, but is found in numbers of 
birds, both of thpfe in which the two fexes dif- 
fer moft in the perfeft ftate, and of thofe which 
change their colour in the different feafons of 
the year. Among thefe there is a fixed period, 
when the male quits his brilliant plumage for 
the modeft.garb of the female; and hence the 
frequent miftakes of certain naturalifts, who in 
their cabinets bring together animals of dif- 
ferent fpecies, or feparate others of the fame, 
in contradidion to nature, with which they are 
little acquainted. 

The male and female giraffe refemble each 
other in external appearance while young. 
Their obtufe horns terminate in a bundle of 

long 
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long hairs, which the male lofes at the age of 
three years ; but the female retains it to a later 
period. 

It is the fame with the coat, which, a bright 
forrel at firfl:, gradually becomes deeper as the 
animal grows up, and ends at length in a bay-^- 
brown in the female, and in a dark-brown ap- 
proaching to black in the male* A proof of 
what I advance may be feen in the cabinet of 
natural hiftory at Leydcn, where there is a 
young giraffe about feven feet hig'h, which 
was fent by governor Tulbach to profefibr 
AUamant, who had it ftuffed with great care. 

From this difft^rencc of colour in giraffes of 
a certain age, the males may be diftinguilhed 
from the females at fome diftance. In both, 
however, the coat differs as well in the form as 
in the arrangement of the fpots ; and I mufl re* 
mark, that the female when very old acquires 
the deep colour of the male. 

The female is alfo diftinguifliable when near 
by being lefs tall, and having the knob on the 
forehead lefs prominent and confpicuous. Like 
the cow, flie has four teats or dugs ; and, if I 

may truft to the teftimony of the favages, flie ' 

♦ 

goes twelve months with young, and has never 
3 _ more 
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more than one at a time. A$ the plate in my 
former volumes reprefenting the male girafie 
was faulty, becaufe the head was badly exc* 
cuted, the reader 'will not be difpleafed to find 
here a more accurate reprefentation of the part 
in queftion on a larger fcale. 

Five leagues from us toward the weft was a 
horde of Caminouquas, who, no doubt in- 
formed of our prefence by my fires, came to 
pay me a vifit, and give my party leflbns of 
econon\y. They fell upon what remained of 
the giraffe, like fo many famiihed people, and 
carefully picked up the bones. Even ihofe 
which my people had thrown away, after eating 
the marrow, they turned to account. Having 
)>roken them to pieces, they borrowed my 
Icettle to boil them, and extradted from them 
an incredible quantity of fat, which they coU 
JeiSted with great joy. ^ 

During the nine days I remained here, they 
were continually travelling from their kraal to 
my camp, inceflantly coming and going, like 
careful ants, and always carrying away fome 
provifion. 

. I furnifhed them plentifully with feversj 
forts of ^ntelopes, without giving ipyfelf any 

trouble. 
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trouble. Every day, about four in the after* 
noon, they came regularly in flocks to drink 
at the fpring; fo that, by placing , my fclf in 
ambufcade, I killed as many as I pleafed. 
Three quarters of a league farther on was a 
hill, which I called my' larder. Every morn- 
ing at fun-rife it was fo covered with groufe, 
that I could kill more at a fingle fhot than were 
ncceffary for our confumption. Thus, after 
having long experienced the horrors of famine, 
we fuddenly founjd ourfelves in extreme plenty; 
and I could feed my neighbours with our fu- 
perfluity, without inconvenience. 

I fometimes extended my walks and my 
hunts as far as their kraal, with intention to 
ftudy their manners, and become acquainted 
with them. But they have nothing to diftin- 
gi|i{h them from the Greater Nimiquas. In 
weapons, manners, cuftoms, drefs, language, 
^nd conilrud^ion of their huts, both are exa<^y 
filike. 

Befide fpring-bock antelopes and groufe, I 
frequently found buffaloes to afford me fport« 
At firfl the giraffes continued to appear in 
herds of feven or eight j but thefe timid aniT 
ipals were foon alarmed by our continual fir- 
ing i 
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ing ; fo that tlicy quitted the canton, and ap« 
peared no more, I then rejoiced that 1 did 
not yield to the ioftances of my people, when, 
urged by hunger, they entreated me to give up 
to them the giraffe I had killed. The zebras 
abounded in herds ; and I avenged myfelf on 
them for the flight of the giraffes. I would 
willingly have taken vengeance on two rhino- 
cerofes alfo, a male and female, which I had 
an opportunity of feeing one day : but they 
went too far, and we could not overtake them. 
I refrained from attacking the elephants for 
another reafon, though! had frequent oppor- 
tunities. The profit of their teeth would have 
tempted me ; but, as I had only beafts of bur- 
den, without any waggon, I was afraid of 
adding too great a weight to that of the giraffe. 
For thefe, however, 1 indemnified myfelf by 
a coHeftion, much more eafy to carry, of 
oftrich feathers, while I fed on the eggs of 
thofe* birds, on which I had often delicious 
fuppers. 

The canton being new to me, I could not 
fail X)f finding fomethiug to add to my collec- 
tions. I there faw the commenceHient of the 
paffage of the great and little bee-eaters. The 

former 
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former fpccies of thefe birds is common at the 
Cape, and even in the fouthern provinces of 
France. The latter has a peculiar diftinguiifh* 
ing charaderiflic, which is a tail almoft as 
forked as that of a fparrow ; while all the other 
known fpecies of bee-eaters have the tail cu- 
neiform, the two middle feathers being con- 
fiderably longer than the reft. 

The Nimiquas call this beautiful bird by the 
name of tawa (gall), ,on account of the fine 
green which is its principal colour. This pleaf- 
ing hue is fet off by a yellow throat, terminat- 
ing in a ring of ultramarine. 

I bought' of my neighbours, the Caminou- 
quas, the fkin of-a wild cat, which has all the 
characters of the lynx. I had afterwards op- 
portunities of killing feveral. This animal is of 
a very deep fon*el colour; but the ears are black, 
and tipped with a brufli of hair of the fame co- 
lour. It is a new fpccies, that, as far as my 
knowledge extends, has not yet been defcribed. 

My excurfions were frequent, but fhort; 
and every day I returned at a certain hour to 
aiSft at the renewal of the aihes on my giraffe*s 
Ikin. The acquifition was fo important, that 
I would not allow this operation to be per*- 

formed 


ft86 TRAVELS IN 

formed ia my abfence. After nine days of 
this warm tanning, perceiving that the fkia^ 
though not yet fo dry as was neceflary for its 
prefervation, would be incapable of having 
any thing done to it if it were drier, I directed 
it to be folded in four, and tied with thongs^ 
with the head and feet uppermoft. In this 
ftate it formed a bundle fix feet fquare by three 
feet and a half thick. 

The difficulty of taking {iich a burden with 
me through the whole of my journey fuggefted 
to me the idea of leaving it in truft with iny 
good neighbours the Caminouquas, and tak- 
ing it from them on my return. But I re- 
colleded that my plan was to traverfe the 
whole continent of Africa, and then I fhould 
never return ; and, if I were obliged to return 
unfuccefsful, was it probable that it would be 
exadly by the fame route ? Befides, I wifhcd 
to leave it behind jne, ^nd yet to have it, con- 
ftkntly under my eyes. I was too much at- 
tached to this precious treafure to prev^ul on 
myfelf to abandon it. 

On the other hand, I had reafon to fear that 
the (kin would fpoil for want of care during 
my abfence ; and I was convinced how di& 

ficult 
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ficult it would be to procure another, if I loft 
(hat which chance had fo fortunately put into 
my hands. The very pains I had taken in 
curing it gave it, to my appreheniion, an ad- 
ditional value, in fine, there v^as nothing I 
had fo much at heart as to keep it in my own 
pofleffion } and the following was the method 
I adopted, 

Refleding on the ground I had travelled 
over, and the courfe I had taken, I imagined I 
could not be more than eighteen oi* twenty 
leagues from my camp on Orange River, and 
confequently I could reach it in four days by 
travelling ftraight thither. 

It is true, I had accompliihed but one of the 
two motives of my little excurfion : it was not 
fufficient to have become acquainted with the 
giraffe j I had ftill to purchafe oxen for my 
waggons; but the country was too barren, 
and the Caminouquas tdo wretched, to afford 
me any fupply. I purpofed, therefore, to make 
another wandering excurfion among the neigh- 
bouring countries, which, perhaps, might be 
more fortunate; and in the mean time I 
thought only of putting my giraffe in a place 
of fecurity, 
- ^ My 
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My grcateft diiEculty was to contrive a mode 
of carrying it away. Without a waggon, or 
^ven the poffibility of getting one to the place 
where we were, I had nothing for this- expe- 
dition except my oxen : and, not to mention 
the delays and inconvenience we muft expe- 
rience on our journey from fuch a bulky pack^ 
its vaft weight was too much for the ftrength 
of a common ox, and the animal muft have 
funk under it. It occurred to me, therefore^ 
to hire the two ftrongeft oxen belonging to 
the horde, and to conftru(3: a * litter, which 
being fitted to their flioulders, and obliging 
them to go fide by fide, might divide the bur- 
den between them. When the machine was 
finiflied, I tried it ; and it anfwered the pur- 
pofe perfedly, to the great aftonifhment of the 
Caminouquas, who had never feen any thing 
of the kind before j and, on my departure, all 
the horde ran out, to admire it. In the eyes 
of a favage, the moft fimple invention is con- 
fidered as almoft a prodigy. What pre-emi- 
nence over them do we derive from induftry 
improved by pradice ! But on the other hand, 
what fuperiority have they over, us, in being 
able to do vyithout the advantages it procures ! 

On 
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On thefecond day I arrived at Lion-^River, 

^^hich we croffcd at the place where we had 
paflcd it before : and^ towards the evening 
of the fourth, agreeai)ly to my calculation, we 
were in light of my camp on the oppofite 
bank of Orange* River. 

Having fired our gunft to inform our people 
of ouif jSirrival, they all pafled the river by fwim- 
mingi and came to me. Swanepoel alone re- 
mained in the camp, grea,tly [ erplexed about 
the litter, and the two oxen yoked together, 
without any wheel carriage^ whitrh he faw 
with nie. Thfe increafing darknefs, however^ 
prevented me from venturing to pafs the river 
ba the raft j and 1' fpent the night where I 
was, opt returning to the camp till the next 

day. 

The firft of my employments, on my arrival, 
was ti^ put my giraffe in water to foften it, and 
to clean it from the a0ie$ with which it waa 
iacnifted* I then fcraped it^ removed all the 
fleihy fibres, and did^ in fhort, what a tanner 
would have done. 

To reduce it to a proper ftate for keeping, 
all that was now neceflary was to impregnate 
it with fome ftyptic or aftringent juice j and for 

Yoh.Il U this 
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this purpofe, having no oak*bark, I employed 
aftroDg lixivium of afhes and tobacco, in which 
were diiTolvcd a little alum, four ounces of 
camphor, and a pound of foap. 

As I could not apply my Hxiviiini efFe^ually, 
unlefs the Ikin were in a horizontal (ituation, I 
creSed for this purpofe a ftrong frame of crofs 
bars in form of a fcaffold, with confiderable in* 
terftices, retting on forked fticks. The (kin 
was ftretched over this, with the hair upper- 
moft J and, in this pofition, the lixivium was 
poured over it, while underneath it was wetted 
with pieces of linen dipped in the liquor. 
After this, I covered it with mats, to prevent 
the rays of the fun from changing the colours 
of the hair ; and in that ftate I let it dry. It 
will hereafter be feen, that it remained thus a 
longtime. 

My return was a day -of ;rejpicing ,tt> mf 
Hottentots; but the motive of their gladne^^ 
' was to me a caufe of vexation. It taught tlffji . 
the true, charader of thefe indolent lazy Hdlf^ 
tentots of the colony, of* wliom I had hitherflg- 
entertained too favourable an opinion, adiilf^ 
who, though perhaps they may be ferviceaob-V 
as long as you remain within the colony, I*-* ' 
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come a troublefome burden when they are hd 
into diflaat countries, where dangers arife at 
every ftcp. 

They had flattered themfelves, that, as I 
could not proceed farther with my w^^gons, I 
fhould be obliged to return to the Cape, and: 
leave them to their native indolence, with 
gain acquired without fatigue. My return^, 
however, had no ihare in my thoughts } and, 
had it even been tny inclination, it was far. 
from being in my power. During the lix- 
and^twenty days I had been ablent, riot only 
had I k)ft all my oxen except eleven, but thefe 
eleven were in fuch an exhauft'ed ilate, that I 
ha^d little hope of 'their recovery. I deplared 
aloud, therefore, that I had returned to my 
camp only to get rid of my giraffe, and in-' 
tended to depart again without delay, to yifit 
either the Greater Nimiquas, or fome other 
neighbouring people, that I might purchafe, 
cattle to draw my carriagea. 

To this impatience of return among my 
people was added another fubje£t of appre- 
henfion, which was ftill more alarming. On 
my arrival at the camp, I h^id been accofted by 
an unknown perfon, who was come, he faid, 

U 2 only 
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dniy tb fee mc and pay rae a vtfit. His factf 
proclaimed him fourfcore ; but his features 
weri fa ftroftgljr marked with villany, that it 
Was not neceflary, to kaow his namg to con- 

' ctivc of him the opiaion he deferved* It was 
Matthew Moodel, the intimate friend of Bern- 
fry, and one of thofe fugitives profcribeif by 
the colony and by the planters, for the atrocity 
of their conduct, an4 the blaeknefs of their 
crimes-. • 

I could not avoid ba^ng \ineafy at the 
flUeeting of thefetwo men; Which I confidered 
^ a misfortune a thoufand timei worfe fof me' 
than the neighbourhood of lions, tigers, or aK 
the monftcrs of Africa/ Was it not poffibic, 
after a}], that two ftich men had leagued toge- 
ther, tq come and aflaffinate me, and feiie my 
arm& and ammunition ? Such a fcheme was 
worthy of them ; and the diftance of the deferts 
they inhabited would feciire them from punifh- 
ment* 

What would have been my fears, had I then* 
knawn, what I did not karn till afterwards,, 
that fuch was in reality their trade; and that 
they were both conneded with the Boflimaif 

' tb whom they gave information that enabled 

6 * them 
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them to come and plunder the Nimiqua^^ and 
then fhared their booty ? 

Swanepoel, it is true, had informed -me, that, 
during my abfence, fome Bofhm^h had com^ 
tQ the , camp, undef the pretence of afking, hinj 
for tobacco. This mode of ading the fpy 
ought of itfelf to have opened my* eyes. But 
though the two villains appeared to me capable 
of anv crime, whether it were thoughtleflnefe 
or confidence in my little army, it never came 
into my head to fufpe^t them o£ this; and, a* 
to the yifit of the Bofhmen, it appeared to nue 
to have little alarming in it : for thcfe robbery . 
neyer attack imlefs.thcy arc fure oftheiraim 5 
an^ there is nothing in the world they dread 
fomuph. as fire- arms. 

I had found many other ilrange faces, on VKjf^ 
arrival, befide Moodel's* They were womei^ 
whom my Hottei$tots had invited, and whoia 
I was obliged to feed, for the plcafure of thefc 
geatlemen. Each had his lafs ; or, rather, 
there were enough to enable them to change 
T^hen they thought proper : and many, fol- 
lowing the exampi? of B^rnfry, had even a» 
ixui^y as thr^Cf This diforderUnefs had natu- 
>^^)y prp^ttcf^d morer An <;xtreme negled of 
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duty cnfucd. Nothing was attended to pro- 
perly ; and the want of fubordination was be<*> 
come.fo general, that, to cut the evil to the 
quick, I fet about pronouncing as maily di« 
vbrces as there had been marriages, atid fend- 
ing away all thefe Hottentot ladies without 
exception. 

Such a fevcre injun€fcion could not fail to be 
difpleafiog to idle fellows, who had no employ 
but to divert themfelves, and to whom J an- 
nounced the fatigues of a new journey. Moft 
€)f them murmured loudly ; and complained, 
that, after I had been three months leading 
them through horrible countries, I intended to 
tonduft them to others perhaps ftillmore de-* 
folate and dangerous. The fight of the wo- 
inen whom they were to quit added to their 
difcontent ; till at length it rofe to fuch 'a 
height, that Klaas entered my tent to inform 
mcy that, if I did not prevent an infurredion 
by revoking my order, I fhould run the hazard 
of finding myfelf alone the next day with him 
and Swanepoel, as all the reft were already 
preparing to depart with their miftrelTes* 

In any other fituation, fuch an account would 
have led me to ferious reflexions : • in the pre- 

^ fent. 
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Tent, it only irritated me. I faw in my people 
nothing but rebellious fervants ; and my mind 
was fo heated with their murftiure, thar, rufli- 
ing haftily out of inay tent, I renewed the 
orjJer for the departure of the women aloud : 
adding, that they who preferred tijem to me 
might depart with them, as I was no longer 
defirous of their fervice, and (hould know 
where to find and how to punifh them when 
I thought proper. 

The firm tone with ifvhich I uttered my 
(hreat having fupprefled their murmurs, and 
produced a deep filence, I endeavoured to avail 
myfelf of this fudden imprefiion, by trying my 
authority in iifuing an order of a different kind« 
Two of my goats and a fheep had ftrayed away 
the evening before; ^and the people whoni 
Swanepoei had fent in fearchof them had re^^ 
turqed without finding them. I ordered them 
to be fought for anew : but no one preparing 
to obey the injundion, I iflfued a particular 
command for the purpofe to the perfon neareft 
me. This was a Hottentot, named Adam, vvho 
had accompanied me in my former journey, 
and who. had continued in my fervice, both be- 
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fore. and after tlie como^ocemenC of my fe* 
pond, as a jlceeper of iny oxen. 
. A^am, at che lime, ^ lus fitting bn his bundle, 
and ready to depart. • Withcut rifing, hejm- 
pertinently anfw^red, that, being no more ^ 
<:onjuror thao bis comradet^, and polTeiling no 
better than tbey the falent of finding what was 
loft, I inighthfiveH parcel myfclf the trouble of 
iending him after the animals, a$ he fhould not 
go. This refiftance to my orders inflamed me 
with rage. I gave him a kicls. on the ftomach^ 
which laid him on the ground ; and, cocking 
one of the piftols that hung at my belt, I bade 
him take to his heels, or I would blow put Ihh 
(trains. 

He fnatched pp his piicket, and ran. off with 
9.11 fpecd : but he had fcar^ely gone thirty ftcps^ 
9Jid out of reach of my pillol, when he ftop^ 
pcd ftiort and uttered fomc ex preffions, which, 
indeed, I could not underftaud j though, to 
judge from his attitude and geftures^ they were 
threats. 1 then took my fufee, and fent aftep 
^xim both balk in fuccefllon ; not with an in-* 
tention. to hit him, but to intimidate tho& whQ 
plight b? iaoliaed to follow hi^ es^ample aucl 

rebel^ 
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^h^ T«nx>r tnftantly difiufed itfelf tfarcAighi* 
out my whole Camp; ami the culprit fled at 

« 

fail as he ^a.^ able^ rynniog as though the 
wind h^ driven \iitti alongi (o that he was 
out of fight in an iuRant. . -. 

. Thi3 aftio'n haftencd th? lupirtfent of are«» 
ToiutioQ, which, rtiight become general j and I 

had immediMely after reafon to apprehend this^ 

• • 

wheat I faw them all (et off their own way^ 

jind difperfc themfelves over the countryv 

However, I was miftaken. The example /of 

feverity th^y had witnefled intimidated them, 

Klaaa affured me, that they were going in 

, fearch of the loft animals : and, in fa£t, when 

they returned in the evening without having 

found them, he came to inform me, that they 

were ^11' very uncafy about the confequencea 

of my anger, and feared I fhould. afcrilM? the 

inefficai^y of their fearch to negligence and ilU 

will. 

Their retism but little affeded me ; as I (hoidd 
have feen them depart With the great^ft calm* 
nefs. Certain that Klaas and Swanepoei would 
never defert me^ certain of having made my^ 
ftl£ friends among tlie favages I hadjuft 
fitted,:! was peiiaad^d I could continue my 

journey^ 
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journey, and (hould find, either ambng the N& 
miquas or in the Camihouqua horde, new can> 
panions, who would take pleafure in entering 
lato my fefvice, or at lelft aflift me in finding 
an efcort from horde to horde. 
' Thefe new companions would have been 
unqueflionably more ufeful and lefs expen- 
^ve than the indolent face of Hottentots ; who^ 
ias I have already faid, are , good only in the 
colony, and have too notion of being fervice* 
"able any lohger than while they have plenty of 
tobacco, brandy, and f^t* In my rage, I had 
even given them leave to quit me j aad I 
would have fent them ofif as they deferved, 
without allowing them to return, had I 
been able to forefee that, on continuing my 
journey, I fhould meet with a warlike, inde« 
fatigable, adive, induftrious, fober nation, 
eompofed of^me.n fit to aflift me in the bold 
enterprife I had formed, and enable me to 
furmount the difiiculties of every kind that 
awaited me. 

. I became acquainted with this privileged 
race of beings, wonhy of contributing to the 
(uccefsr^ofin African journey, too late for my. 
tdva&tag^, .'.Fp^uae; it is txue^ has apj^earei^ 
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fi^metimes to favour my audacity : butit Kas 
much more frequently thwarted me ; and the 
erroneous calculations of a firft attempt aflilied 
it but too well, in deftroying the hope^ which 
from time to time it I'eemed to offer, like gleams 
of light breaking through clouds heaped <xl 
eloud8« ^ 

The rifmg of my people was, like all other 
popular commotions, violent, yet (hort ; and 
night completely calmed it. When I awoke^ I 
feund every one quiet and fubmiflive ; and my 
confidant informed mc, that they inteiided ta 
come and aik my parcion for what had paf^^ 
and entreat me not to fend away the women. - 
• Experience had long before taught me the 
danger of attacking certain abufes, of which 
this was one, too abruptly. I had committed 
a fault in not oppofmg it at theoutfet, when 
Klaas Bafter and fome of his comrades had 
borrowed the wives of Bernfry. At that time, 
it would have been eafy for me to have flop- 
ped an evil, of which a few only were guilty : 
but now that all were implicated in it, I thought 
it more prudent to tolerate it, and accordingly 
conCbnted that the women fhould remain, I 
WM carefu^i however, to add this condition : 
4 . tha^ 
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that^ if any <)ne failed the Icaftin the moftt 
'^ fcnipulpus performance of his duty^ I would 
; infiantly turn that man's miftrefe away, 

My reflections on the events that had occurs 
red r^dering me iiielaAcholy, I tooH a walk 
on the banks of the river to diilipate them; and 
near the camp I found, what had been fought 
at a diftance around, my three ftrayed animals. 
The Xheep had been devoured by a tiger, and % 
few fragments of it only remained. Following 
the traces of this beaft of prey, I perceived^ a 
little farther on, a b^fii, the branches of which^ 
were fhaken withiii, as if fome anin:ial wer^ 
lurking in it. I fufpeded the movement was. 
occafioned by the tiger, and that he lay con^ 
ipealed ther^^ to return at night and finiih his 
prey. 

In cohfequence of this idea, I loaded my 
fuiee with two balls ; and, difpharging one bar^ 
rel through the bu(h, J advanced with. caution, 
having the lock of the other cocked. But 
what was my forrow to find, inftead of a tiger^ 
one of my goats mortally woqnded^ and y ield? 
ing its laft biieath ! 

Happily this vexatious mlftake was ii^fiantly 
compeniated by a^fdeafing diicoTeryi^^ On my 
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(eparatixig the branches of the bufk to drag out 
the wounded goat, the other came forth with 
two kids, which (he bad yeaned the precede 
ingday: But forme, they would all three 
have been devoured that night ; and this idea 
r^dered; them the more dear to me« Taking 
one c^the kids under each arm, and. folio wedi 
by IJie bltating mother, I ^obnveyed them to 
the camp, that they might • be added to my 
b^rd« 

^ In the evening, thofe of my* Hottentots who 
had been on duty keeping the cattle in the'day, 
being' returned, after having been relieved fof 
the night) inarmed me, that Adam, when lie 
ran away, had taken refuge In their huts ;. and 
that he was extremely ferry for his folly j but, 
not daring to come near the camp or demand 
forgivenefs, becallfe he waa perfuaded I in- 
tended to kill him, he had entreated them to 
xiequeil Klaas to go to him.. 

This defire of fpeaking to a man wha cona^ 
plelely enjoyed, as he merited, my ccmfidence, 
ifaowed that the fugitive fought to obtain a 

mediator with me- However, for the fake of 

< 

ad example, I was determined not to grant him 
his pardon vwy foon or very eaiily; and, 

while 
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nrhile I permitted Klaas to go arid fee him the 
next^day, I gave him his Icflbn refpeding 
"whi^t he had to fay^ both on his vifit and after* 

s 

waxds whea he came back. 
. All my' people awaited his return with im-* 
patience. As foon aa he appotred^ they ran to 
meet him^. tarequeftiiim to ufe his bed in- 
tereft with me in favour of their colnrade ; and^ 
whenite entered my teat, they drew near to 
hear what I fhould fay. Klaas talked a long* 
time of Adam^s penitence. He aiTured me he 
bad left him in the utmoft deje&ion and in 
tears ; and at lafi: added» ^^ But, mafter^ you 
^ will overlook his fault ; and, as you are going 
•* to fet oiit, I have given him hopes that yoju 
** will pardon him on my interceilion, and 
•* t^ke him with you on your journey/* 

My- anfwer was previoufly concerted with 
iLlaas. I afTumed a haughty tone, which the 
prefeiice of thofe who' were liftening rendered 
necefiary, and, blaming Klaas for having ex- 
ceeded his authority in promifiiiig what I would 
not grant, added : ** No; Adam fti^ll accom* 
pany me no longer: he has failed of bis 
duty in every point : I will heat no more of 
*^ him : I even declare, tb^t, if aftiy one of thofe 

^ whom 
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*^ whom I eftecm fufficicntly to peraik than 
^^to attend me» ihould ever take upon him to 
^^ mention his name, I will immediately fend/ 
** him away without mercy, in whatever place 
•' we may be frtuated. However, 1 will not 
^^ abandon the wretch in the midft of a defett ;' 
" let him com^e back, therefore, to my camp ; 
^^ where, till my return, I permit iiim to remain 
" with SwanepoeL" 

This fpeecb had all the effed I intended oii 
thofe by whom it was heard. The very men*, 
who the day before were all ready to quit me, 
beeaufe I talked of a new journey, had bow 
ho higher ambition than that of accompanying 
me in it* Every one begged leave to attend 
me: it was who ihould obtain the preference:, 
and this was folicited with earheftnefs as a* 
favour. : . . . ' 

That the fervour of this zeal might . nor 
abate, I appointed the next day but one, which: 
was the fourteenth of December, fol- niy dei 
panure. At ^the fame time^ to give Klaas a' 
certain degree of confequence amotig his com-*" 
rade^ and reward hitfi for the uiliform fidelity 
he had always ihown to me,^ I left him to 
i^ake thefeleAlon; and announced^ that F 

• would 


iMoald allow tbofe to accompany me, (of 
i^hom he would- take upon bim to be aoifwef- 
tUe. 

Not to be troubled with too many peopfe^ 
JibweVer) I refolved to take but the half of my 
ttotpi thinking the other half wouU be fuf- 
ficieilt to guard my camp during, my ahience* 
r Thotjgh Bernfry.cnight to haiire infpbrcd md 
with diftrtift, on account of the many pretty 
Bodimen*^ daughters that were among the 
tmmber of his wives^ I did hot then fuTpeA^ 
as I have already faid^ his cbnhedioa with' 
diofe banditti, i knew not, tKati being in aN 
Itaoce with theitn, he gave them information of 
what booty they might take, and of courfii 
might acquaint them with my departure. But 
hitherto they had made no attiimpts; and, proM 
vided as we wete with fire-arms, I did' nt)i 
&ar then). Befides^ Bernfry requeftisd to b^at 
tte company on ray feeond excurfioa as he 
had done on the firft ; and the fame nlouve 
wUdi determined me to afient before pse^ 
ircntcd me now from refufiogi . 

I had in my camp a certain number of 

Caminouquas^ who had followed me with thcii" 

wives fioni £ricadihip# WheA.thefe worthy 

people 
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people knew that I was going on i, xiew ex- 
pedition, they all) as well as their wives, offered 
to accompany me, requefting nO pay but a 
ration of tobacco every month ; and I accepted 
their offer with joy. 

To. fay the truth, the company oif colonial 
Hottentots I had in my feitvice appeared to me, 
from that period, a burden rather than an 
af&ftance* Since their rebellion, I was altered 
with refpedl to them, and no longer faw them 
with the fame eyes. In my little excurfion, I 
had juft experienced how eafy it was to make 
friends among the favages ; and I particularly 
felt how advantageous it would be to a travel 
ler, in vifiting a country with a view to be* 
come acquainted with it, to take no othet 
companions or guides than a cdnftant fuc&ei^ 
fion of its own inhabitants. 

My Gaminouquas had nine oxen, which I 
hired. I purchafed feven others ; and began 
immediately to pack up, in fheep-fkin bags, 
fuch goods and provifion as I meant to take 
with me. 

That my effefts might be kept in order, 
and r might be able to find them on my jour- 
ney, without difficulty or creating cbnfufion. 

Vol. II. X whenever 
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whenever I had occalion for them, I ticketed 
each of the bundles that were to compofe the 
load of one ox, with a different colour. Each 
ox h::d.hi3 ov/n appropriate burden, which 
was not to be changed during the journey; 
and he had alfo his particular people attached to 
him exclufively. Ail this being arranged, I 
made out a little inventory, on which \vere 
. written the name of each ox, thpfe of his con- 
dudors, and the contents of his load j fo that, 
if I wanted any particular article^ I had only 
to caft my eye over my inventory, and call 
fuch or fuch a man, or afk for fuch an ox. 

Only feven of the fixteen, however, were 
deftined for my own immediate fervice, Thefe 
carried, bcfide my two tents, every thing that 
belonged to myfelf; as ammunition for hunting, 
articles of trade, culinary utenfils, articles of 
drefs, tobacco and brandy for particular oc- 


cafions. 


Seven others were laden with mats, fkins, 
arras, utenfils for the troop, and hoops for 
the conftruition'of their huts. The two re- 
maining were referved In cafe of accident or 
difcale^ anil for the afliftance of fuch women 
as might be tired on the march. . 

For 
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Vor the honour of the women I ought not 
to omit, that there was not one of them who 
had recourfe to this mode of conveyance ; 
but, conftantly fmging, dancing, and playing 
their gambols, they kept the caravan in con- 
tinual gaiety, and in times of fuffering and dif- 
trefs gave leflbns of courage to the men. 

It muft be confeffed, that, as they travelled 
With fuch conveniences and refources as they 
had never before known, the march was to 
them a party of pleafure, and a fort of feftival. 
Their curiofity, too, was gratified in traver- 
fxng; a new country, where they wanted for 
nothing. ■ 

There were eleven of tbefe, women or girls, 
without reckoning Rachel, the wife of Klaas, 
whom I took with me to look after a little 
herd of three cows, fix goats, and fixteen 
fheep, which were to follow me in cafe of 
want. I liad, befides, Kees, fourdogs,and three 
horfes (for Bernfry added his to my two) ; 
making in all fixty perfons and forty-feven 
animals. Such was my caravan j which de- 
parted in good condition, but did not fo return. 
Thus it is men march to battle. 

In the afternoon of the day appointed for 

X 2 our 
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our departure, I began bjr makifig the oxen 
file off with their conduAors. Thefe all paffed 
the river by^fwimiuing ; and, in the mean time, 
the baggage was conveyed over on the raft. 
When all had arrived on the oppofite bank, 
the goods were landed ; and the conduftors^ 
^knowing hy the colour of the tickets what 
bags were to be committed to their charge, ar- 
ranged them in leparate heaps, and waited 
for the order to load. 

For my part, I had refolved not to fet off 
till the Qfxt morning, and to fpend another 
riight in my camp, that I might regulate every 
thing, and give Swanepoel my final inftruc- 
tf ons. With half of my people, I left him for 
his guard and proteftion half of my arms. 
I sl}{o left Klaas Bafter at the catop, who might 
be of fervice to . me during my abfence, by 
going to the Nimiqua hordes and purchafing 
fol" me draught oxen, while I was endeavour- 
ing to procure others in the countries I fhould 
vifit. 

Suppofing I fhould find any, what was I to 
do ? Or how was I to aft ? Deftitute of plan, 
and even in the impoffibility of forming one, 
fince^ the country I was to pafs through was I 

totally 
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totally unknown to mc» 1 w?ba aflaikd by » 
thoufand confufed and cpntradidory ideaa, 
which diftnrbed me during the whole night. 

My firft projedt, it is true, had been to tra- 
verfe Africa from one extremity to the other. 
All my preparations at my departure from the 
Cape, and every ftcp, every precaution I had 
taken fince, had tended folely to this end ; 
and ftill it was my fmgle purpofe, notwithr 
ftanding the obftacles that were .continually 
arifing from the adverfe feafons. 

Hitherto my mind had flood up firmly 
againft every thing that oppofed my progrefs j 
and I felt in my bread the courage iUll tp 
brave whatever might oppofe it anew« .But I 
conceived myfelf Hopped by, an infuperable 
difficulty, that of taking my waggons with mc ;' 
and what was yet more aifliding, if I left my 
waggons on the banks of Orange-River, I 
abandoned at the fame time the birds, qua- 
drupeds, and infeds, which I had procured 
fmce I Jeft the Cape, and that giraffe, the ac- 
quifition of which had Qccafibned me fo much 
joy : a valuable and efteemed colledion, pur- 
chafed by great fatigue, exertion, and danger. 
Thus I was always led to refled, that the tra^ 

X3 verfing 
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verfmg Africa, if it bq poffible, admits only of 
hafty obfervations ; and that to attempt to be 
continually on the march, and continually 
colleding at the fame time, is a mad projedt, 
for which armies of oxen, with waggons at 
their heels, would be infufEcient. Neverthe- 
Icfs, all thefe ideas were combined in my head. 
Involved in this , inextricable maze of per- 
plexities, the wifeft ftep I could take was to 
finiQi the preparatory excurfion I had begun, 
and to leave my ultimate refolution on the 
fubjedJ: to be determined by the circumftances 
that awaited me. Till this refolution was fixed, 
I purpofed to employ myfelf on my road in 
augmenting my colledions of natural hiftory, 
make as many friends as poffible in my way, 
and penetrate, if I could, towards the eaft, a&. 
far as that pa[rt of the centre of Africa which 
is fcarccly more than three hundred and forty 
leagues wide ; there to difcover feme more fa- 
vourable path than that in which I was/ and 
fecure myfelf, if fome unforefeen accident 
Ihould prevent my advancing farther, at leaft 
the refourcc of recommencing my journey 
under happier aufpices, and with hopes bet- 
ter founded. This was the mofl: rational ftep 
5 I coul4 
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I could take : it will hereafter appear, whether, 
even in this, my defires were founded on poC- 
fibilities. 

Conformably to this provifional plan, I told 
S wanepoel to wait for me on the Orange-River 
four or five months. When this term was 
expired, I allowed him, if he could procure any 
oxen, to return to mount Namero, and wait for 
me ^t Van der Wefthuyfen's fome time longer : 
after which he was to return to the Cape. I 
delivered to him my notes, with inftruftiona 
to tranfmit them to my family, if he heard no 
more of me. Finally, after having given him 
two letters, one for Gordon, the other for Ser- 
rurier, and confented to his recalling Adam, I 
embarked on the raft, and joined my caravan, 

We were at that period of the year when 
the days are longeft and hotteft j and not one 
pafled without a ftorm, though we experienced 
only its inconveniences without its benefits. 
The clouds pafled on towards the lofty moun- 
tains at a diftance, and feldom let a few drops 
fall on us. Every where the drought was in 
general the fame. 

This flight fprinkling, however, fuflSced in 
ibmc places to make the Boflimen's grafs ger- 

X 4 ' minatc 
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xninate and fpring up from the earth. This 
grafs is not perennial : every year it dries even 
to the root, and is re-produced by feed ; but it 
has fo little hold of the ground, that oxen, in 
feeding on it, puU up the whole plant; and 
even the wind is fufficient to tear it up by the 
roots, and carry it away. 

That my cattle might have the advantage 
of this little frefh grafs on their road, I made 
them travel abreaft, wherever the ground would 
permit. In this way, they could all feed alike 
at the fame time, which they could not have 
done if they had followed one another. Some* 
times they occupied a fpace of half a league 
from one extremity of the line to the other ; 
and we drew nearer together only when the 
proximity of the mountains ^ rendered it ne-^ 
ceflary. 

In countries where grafs is fo thin, this me^ 
thod has great advantages. Beiides, by ena- 
bling us to cover a greater extent of ground, we 
were more likely to meet with fprings, which 
otherwife we might have fought in vain. It 
was thus that, on the firft day about noon, after 
travelling five hours, we difcovcred a warm 
fpring. Here I halted to reft our oxen, and 

9 w 
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in the mean time took an obfervation of the 
fun's altitude, by which I found the latitude 
to be 27"* 5'. After this we inclined to the 
weft, to reach Lion-River ; where' we arrived 
in three hours and a half. 

Before I quitted my camp on Orange-River, 
I had remarked, that the floods were higher 
and more frequent than they had been on my 
arrival. Sometimes the water rofe fix feet, 
and remained in that ftate feveral days. This 
announced, that the rainy feafon had begun 
in the mountains to the north-ea.ft, where this 
river, as well as almoft all thofe on the weft, 
take their rife. 

As the fame Caufe muft produce the fame 
effed on Lion-River, I had reafon to fear, that 
I fliould find it trpublefome to paf3, if I waited 
much longer. It had. already more water than 
when I crofl!ed it before. Defirous, therefore, 
of leaving it behind me, I went and encamped 
on its right bank : after which we proceeded 
along its courfe for three days, flopping only 
to encamp at night, and in the day to give 
chace to a few giraffes, which we faw occa- 
fionally, but which always out ft ripped us and 

cfcaped* 
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On the fourth day we arrived at a fpot 
fixadowed by beautiful trees, the verdure of 
which was fo pleafing to the eye, and the ap- 
pearance fo attradive in the midft of the in- 
tolerable heat by which we were parched, that 
I refolved to fpend there not only the night, 
but alfo the following day. Around me were 
green paftures and limpid water ; and at a dif- 
tance I perceived giraffes, antelopes, groufe, 
and fome birds in particular with which I was 
hitherto unacquainted. 

My tents were pitched and wood colledled 
in a moment ; thanks to the women, who, 
after having fupported the heat and fatigue of 
thefe four days with more fortitude than the 
men, fet about the work without delay. They 
had taken this bufmefs exdufively to them- 
felves, and would not fuffcr the men to be con- 
cerned in it. 

It was the fame with regard to my houfe- 
hold affairs. They contended who fhpuld 
ihow herfelf moft ufeful ; feeming to fear that 
I might repent of having taken them with me ; 
and feeking, by preventing my wifhes in a 

s 

thoufand ways, to make themfelves neceflary, 
and hinder my feeling the flightefl regret. It 

was 
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was a matter of rejoicing to them to have fomc 
new order from me to execute, or fomething 
to do on ply account ; and thefe groups of 
figures in motion or crowded round me, and 
become fo docile fince the laft commotion of 
the feraglio, formed an amufing pidiure. 

While they were preparing my fupper, I 
went to take a walk on the bank of the river, 
and difcovered, almoft in its bed, a phenome- 
non, which is fo rare in geology, that a natu- 
ralift, when he meets with it, obferves it with 
attention. This was a brine-fpring, fo ex* 
tremely fait, that it was impoffible to drink one 
drop of it. 

I have vifited the fait pits of German Lor- 
raine, and thofe of the county of Naflau, and 
tailed their waters, but never found any thing 
equal to this. No doubt, in its fubterranean 
courfe, it pafTes over fomc bed of rock- fait, 
which it diflblves ; and, in confequence of the 
extreme heat of the climate, it probably takes 
up a great deal ; at leaft, to judge by its tafte, 
it contains a large portion. I would iiot ven- 
ture, however, to afHrm,' that this fait is the 
famcJ with that ufed in our kitchens : nay, from 
its extreme caufticity, I am much inclined to 

doubt 
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doubt it. But^ as I had not in my power 
the mean6 of analyfing it chemically, I could 
judge of its nature by the tafte .only : a very 
uncertain mode, and fometimes the more apt 
to deceive, becaufe, in comparing a new fenfa-* 
tion with old and known ones, it is eafy to 
confound them, and think them the fame. 

Befide thefe brine-fprings, Africa contains 
feveral lakes, of greater or lefs extent, that are 
likewife fait or brackifh. v Thefe being fed by 
rain-water alone, it is probable they owe their 
faltnefs merely to the faline earth waihed by 
this water. 

Kolben, as dogmatic as ignorant, will not * 
admit this fimple and natural caufe. Reafon- 
ing after his own way, he announces a per- 
feftly new fyftem on this fubjeft, and of which 
no one before, as he fays, ever thought. 

To eftablifh his hypothefis,' which indeed U 
new and will long remain fo, he employs the 
fucceffion of the wet and dry feafons^ the 
north wind, and the fouth wind, ice, and 
thunder. With thefe ingredients^ he wants 
nothing more : a page of his book is the ma* 
gici»n's wand. According to him, the con-^ 

Aid: of the feafons forms in the air a large 

. quantity 
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qiiantity of nitrous and faline particles, with 
which the atmofphere is loaded ; and as the 
fouth-eaft wind blows at that period violently, 
and agitates the water in the bafins, it preci« 
pitates them and depofits them there. This 
Kolben is a very great man in Europe. 

I can fcarcely forbear laughing, when I fe6 
an author ferioully advance fuch explanations; 
yet this man employs feveral paragraphs on 
his. He even treats with a fort of contempt 
the opinion of thofe who conceive the falt- 
nefs to arife from fprings of falt-water, either 
rifing in their bafin, or flowing into it from 
without. 

" Were it fo," adds our natural philofopher, 
^* the quantity of fait formed by thefe peren- 
" nial fprings would not vary as it does. Be- 
" fides, the water would be for ever and at 
" all feafons brackifh : whereas it is uniformly 
^* freih and good, till the commencement of 
•* fummer ; fo that the cattle in the neigh- 
*' bourhood drink no other till that period, 
" and even fome time after. In fine, if thefe 
** brine-fprings exifted, unqueftionably the 
^' planters would have difcovered at lead fome 

^ cue 
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*' one of them ; a thing which has never ydC 
*' happened.'* 

.1 fhall not wafte my time in combating art 
opiniop:, which merit,s not the honour of being 
combated* I fhali merely allow myfelf to 
explain this circumftancp of waters alternately 
frcih and fait. 

At the Cape, only two feafons are known : 
the dry feafon, which conftitutes fummer ; 
and the rainy feafon, which is called winter. 
If, during the latter,- the waters in queftion 
become drinkable, it, is becaufe they are frefli- 
ened by the quantity of rain-water continually 
pouring into them. In the fummer, on the 
contrary, great part of th.em is evaporated by 
the extreme heat ; and the Uttle that remains^ 
tcing concentrated, jefumes all its faltnefs. 

I know not Vvhether the planters- were ac- 
quainted with any faltfprings in Kolben's 
time : but they might ,have prefumed^ that 
feveral muft neceflarily exift in a country 
where there were fo many brackifh ones. ' I, 
who did not look for thenj, found two within 
the fpace of eight-and-forty hours : for, the 
day before I diftjpvered this in the bed of 

Lion- 
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Lion-River, I had encamped near another, 
kfs pungent, it is true, but yet of the fame na- 
ture. 

I fhall add here, by the bye, that I have met 
with feveral chalybeate waters, and others 
which appeared to me from the tafte either 
cupreous or vitriolic : and, if refearches of this 
kind! had poflefled any attradions for me, I 
fhould probably have found fomething very 
different ftill ; for 1 was in the parts wher^ 
difcoverics were really to be made, and Kol- 
ben, as I have faid before, never quitted 
thofe'v^here every thing had already been dif^ 
covered. 

All the country that borders on the right 
bank of Lion-River is a quartzofe rock, 
which in certain places includes iron, copper^ 
and even cryftals of a very fine water j and in 
others, approaching to the nature of granite it 
contains white and yellow micas. 

During thefe four days, I had amufed my- : 
felf on the road with culling thefe different 
produdions, which I carefully added to my 
colledion. My Hottentots, who had feen me 
little attentive to any thing but fubjeds of the 
animal kingdom, were furprifed at the care I 

took 
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took of thefe. They imagined I was gathet- 
ifig a treafure j and, in confequence, they alfo 
turned up the earth after my example, and 
began to colleft with an ardour at which I 
laughed heartily. They difplayed the moft 
cagernefs for the two micas, which, deceived 
by the colour, they believed to be filver and 
gold ; and their fancies already enjoyed the 
fortune they imagined they (hould m^ke on 
their return to the Cape. 

At day-break, I fet off with Klaas for the 
purpofe of procuring fome new birds ; while, 
at the fame time, my hunters and fome of the 
Caminouquas who attended me difperfed 
themfelves different ways, in queft of fome of 
the larger beads of chace for the fupply of our 
kitchen. I was fortunate, enough to meet 
with two birds, a male and female, of the fame 
genus with that I had feen in the forefts of 
Bruintjes-hoogte, which my people called 
uytlacher (the mock-bird). Thefe were a dif- 
ferent fpecies of the fame genus, and were a 
real gratification to me. 

I faw barbets alfo, and" fome other fpecies 
of birds, which I had met with to theeaft- 
wardy though not in fuch numbers as here. 

The 
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Tiie inoft abundant were the republicans, 
Sind the little parrots which I had occafion to 
mention at the fame time. The former w6re 
in numerous flocks. , 

It appears, that wHen they take up their 
abode in the plains, and conflrud their enor- 
tnous nefts on the aloes, which are liable to be 
blown down by ftormy winds, it is for want 
of a better afylum : for ^they prefer the backs 
of mountiins, defiles, and fimilar fituatlons, 
which are well flielter^d. There they mul- 
tiply infinitely, and their nefts. are found every 
inftant. But, wherever they fix themfelves, 
the little parrots follow them, to feize on their 
edifices. They drive them out by open force ; 
iand they expel them with fuch vigour, that I 
have often feen a neft change its proprietors, 
and be filled by the new guefts in lefs than 
two hours. 

In the afternoon, one party of my hunters 
returned with two gnoux and feveral jfjpring- 
bock antelopes, which they had killed. They 
had even been fo fuccefsful ^ that ^ they were 
obliged to feud to the camp for twa oxeft to 
carrytheir game. Their comr^es, and the 
Caminouquas who accompanied them, did not 

Vol. IL Y retura 
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letiirrr tiH night. They came with empty 
handsj but they brought me fome pleafiiigf 
news. 

While beating about the country, they met 
with fome Greater Nimiquas, whofe horde was 
within four leagues of my camp; and, certain 
that they fhould oblige me by procuring tnc a» 
opportunity of feeing it, they repaired tlnther, 
to aflc the confent of the chief, and give him 
notice ©f my vifit. He aflured them. it would 
give him great pleafure to fee me, and fent fix 
of his people, to give me an invitation. I re- 
ceived and entertained his meflengers in a 
friendly manner, and faid, in anfwer to their 
folieitations, that the next morning at break 
of day I would accompany them to their 
horde. 

The fcent of our game, and the fumes of our 
cookery, had been fmelled by the hyarnas and 
jackals at fome diftance. Thefe animals roamed 
round my camp all- the night. The hyaenas 
particularly, either more bold o? more preifed 
fey hunger, approaehed fo near, that we could 
©bferve Acir motions by the Kght of our fires j 
^nd I killed one the moment he fell upon one 
4>£ our iheepr This animal was > of' the very 
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fame Ipedes with thofe which we had killed at 
the river Gam atoos. The planters call it the 
fpotted wolf» It is of the fize of the wolf of 
Europe ; and its hair is of a deep fallow colour^ 
interfperfed with dark-^brown fpots. I fhall 
here infert a plate of the animal, of which I 
fliall fpeak more at length in my defcription of 
the quadrupeds of Africa. In vain did we 
endeavour to drive away the reft with our 
guns: the howUngs, extorted by pain from 
that I had ihot^ feemed to animate them to the 
attack, and they , became but the more eager 
for their prey : they quitted one place only to 
rcturjd at another. Our cattle, which perceived 
them ,as well as we, and heard their cries, were 
in violent agitation, and exprefled great fear. 
In fhort, for their defence and our own fe» 
curity, we were obliged to be under arms all 
night. 

Beiidd the^ hyaenas and the jackals, which 
It was eafy to diftingUifli by their voicQ, I r^ 
marked the cry pf fome other animal. My 
people diftingiiiftied it by the name of the 
tartb- wdf. I do not i;;now> it ; and I nevdr 
faw any thing of it hut a pieoe of ks fkiil, 
which I found in a kraal>* as I have faid above, 

Y 2 and 
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and which I imagined from its appearance M 
have pertained to an ifatis. Whatever the ani- 
mal m^y be> it feems that, having the fame 
inftin^ in hunting as the other two, it aflt> 
ciates with them for the fearch and attack of 
prey. 

During our firing in the night, and while 
difcharging our guns at a venture, one of our 
balls had wounded a jackal. We found it the 
next day on our road, and it afforded a fubjedt 
of difpute for my troop ; each claiming the ho-^ 
fiour of having killed it, and alleging fuch 
whimfically pleafant arguments in fupport of 
his pretenfions, that they made me laugh ready 
to burft. 

This altercation continued the whole way, 
land did not ceafe till we approached the 
kraal, when I halted to wait for and receive 
the chief. 

? He came to meet me attended by fome wo- 
men, and a great part of the men of his horde. 
{They were all ftout, near five feet and a half 
^fivefeet ten inches Englifli ] high, with gentle, 
but cold and phkgmaitic countenances. £very 
. tbing about dietnenimdicated the fame phlegm: 
theiiJniotIons,.geihirei9and looks, were demure 
: « and 
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and frigid ; and I foon perceived, on convet- 
fiag with them, that this fluggifb apathy exifted 
in their thQUghts and afFedions as well as ip, 
their exterior appearance. When any thing 
•was propofed to them, whether agreeable or 
fxot, they never anfwered immediately, but 
kept fiknce for fome time, refleded- gra^rely, 
gfk^ i[>pke with d^iberation. 

This tranquil and uniform charader is very- 
different from that of favages in general. . it is 
by no nieans that of the Gonaquas and Gaffres : 
and, what is more fmgular, it is ftrikingly con- 
traded by that of the women of the horde, 
whofe lively looks indicate extreme gaiety, and 
wlioare great laughersonevery oceafion. Iknoi^r 
not what local caufe can have thus faddened 
the minds of the Greater Nimiquas : fince, if 
their ferious melancholy be a phyfical quality, 
how happens it that the women, wKo are their 
mothers or their daughters, fo ftrangely differ 

Jrom them? 

On the way I perceived vaft herds of oxfen^ 
which I was told belonged to the horde i and 
this difcovery gave me much ple?ifure, becaufe 
it afforded me hopes of being able to purchafe 
without difficulty as many as I wanted. When 

y 3 I ar. 


ii6 TRAVELSIN 

I arrived at the kraal, I aflted the chief if he 
could fell me feme, or recommend me to fuch 
pcrfons as could ; promifing to. pay for them 
immediately in glafs beads, and more especially 
in tobacco. He kept filence fome time, turned 
towards his people^ faid two or three word& ta 
tbtm, and then, after another paufe, calmly 
and concifely replied^ to mc that they h^d but 

* ' • " * t 

few oxen. 

■ 

This ambiguous *nfwer, which would have 
very well fuited the mouth of a Norman, feemed 
little conformable to the franknefs of the favage 
character. It was not a refufal in form ; yet it 
difconcerted me. My good friends the Cami- 
nouquas, however, who knew their neighbours, 
whifpered me not to be uneafy ; afTuring me, 
that, if I concealed the wares I had mentioned, 
and particularly took care not to be lavifli 
before-hand of my tobacco, I fhould (bon ob- 
tain whatever I defired. 

The advice appeared to be good, and I could 
lofe nothing by following it. Accordingly, to 
give the, chief a tafte for the barter !• propofec^, 
I made him a prefent of fome excellent Dutch 
tobacco : but inftead of a quantity, as was my 
ufual cu.ftom, I gave, him enough only to fill.a 

pipe 
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jipe or two, thoughhis was unreafonaWy large. 
He began to fmoke it immediately, extolling 
all the ' while its goodnefs, and handing his 
pipe to the chief perfons-of his horde in fuo- 
ceflion, that they might participate in his en- 
joyment. 

Thofe who were not admitted to this happi- 
nefs appeared to be much vexed and morti6ed. 
They fnuffed up with both noftrils the fmoke 
whified out by their comrades, and came with 
a fupplicating air prefenting to me their empty 
pipes. Determined, in purfuance of my pUn^ 
not to yield, I afked for oxen ; ihey offered mc 
iheep. At length, that I might not appear too 
eager for the change, and to throw them off 
their fcent, I affedted not to think any more on 
,the fubjed, refolving to have patience, and wait 
their coming about. 

However, as I perceived among the women 
fome who had the appearance of fcolding their 
bufbands, and being difpleafed becaufe they did 
not bargain with me, I thought, if I could' get 
them on my fide, I fhould gain my end mor^ 
fpecdily. I gave out, therefore, that, if they 
would bring milk to my camp, I would give 
H, row of beads a foot long for each bowlful. 

y 4 Thla 
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This wag nothing more than a pretext I 
was ia no want of milk, as my three cows fur- 
^ niflied more than was fufEcient for my con- 
fumption. The day nearly ended, however, 
without my obtaining my purpofe. For fome 
time, I thought my propofal would have no 
fuccefs: but, towards evening, all the women ar- 
rived with their bowls ; and my camp ^bounde^ 
with milk, for which I paid with great punSu^ 
ality. They would gladly have received fome 
of my tobacco inftead of beads: but I ftood 
firm) and my conftant refufal had fo good aq 
cffed, that one of them, who had probably 
more power over her htilband than the refl*^ 
aflured me, that the next day (he would bring 
me two very fine oxen. 

There was a ball, according to cuftom ; and 
the dancing continued all night. The Nimi- 
qua girls are well made, handfome, and very 
amorous. My men availed themfelves of the 
dance to procure tetes-a-tetes with them, and, 

• ■ 

not having oxen to purchafe like me, they 
profFered their allowances of tobacco, which 
were accepted for Want of better. 

As 1 was chief of the qaravan, a white, and 
pofleflbr of tobacco .of a much better quality, 

many 
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^naiiy advances were made me ; and I have no 
jjoubt but I might have formed> for a few 
pipesfiai only, ^n alliance with every family in 
the horde. I was even preffed fo clofidy, 94 
p be obliged to employ fpme refiftance: but^ 
at the fame time, I muft cpnfefs, that my^ re* 
fufals were given i^ fuch a way as not to oft 
lend ; and they, who in confequence of theif 
advances had been jsxpof^d to th^m, having 
foon found other arrangements to make, did 
not fhow me the lefs friendfliip. For my 0W14 
part) though, from prudential motive, I ha4 
impofed on myfelf certain laws which I wouldi 
not infrin^, I pccafionally indulged in jpcu-- 
larity of fpeech* Bernfry had taught me to 
fay in the Nimiqua languagei neuyae neuyp 
tnatee ; and every time I repeated this phrai^ 
to the young girls, they burft out in a Jaugh. , 

I mufl: here add, that the giils alone appeared 
to me thus free ; while th« married women 
on the contrary were modeft and referved. 
This is a charadeqftic diiFerence, which dip 
flinguifhes the Greater Nii&iquas from th^ 
Hottentot people in general ; as likewlCe does 
the low cringeing air they aflume when they 
have any thing to aik. 

* 5 The 
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The next morning, the woman who had 
promifed me two oxen brought me three. To 
Induce the reft to follow her example, I paid 
her handfbmely, and gave her three bracelets 
of brafs wire^ three girdles of beada, a portioa 
of tobacco, a knife, and a fteel with a copper 
tindcrbox fuU of thider. 

My people cried out greatly on my prodi- 
gality. To liften to them, I was bargaining 
Hke a complete dupe : but I had my reafons 
" for ading thus } and the woman herfelf under- 
ilood them fo well, that, before fhe went away, 
flic alkcd me to give her a glafs of brandy into 
the bargain. Every thing here below is re- 
lative. She departed in the belief, that flic had 
taken me in : and I congratulated myfelf on 
obtaining from her three fine oxen, each of 
which coft me about two-and-twenty penc« 

halfpenny. 

The treafure this woman had obtained was 
no fooner known in the horde, than all were 
eager to deal with me. Before night 1 had 
eleven oxen, and a moft charming black bull. 
' I did not purchafe this bull for myfelf, but for 
my worthy friend Slaber. He had often re- 
quefted me, if I w?nt among the Nimiquag, to 

procure 
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procure for him one of thefe animals, whicH 
are highly efteemcd by the. planters for thor 
ftrength and beauty. It Is true^ this coft me 
as much as four oxen : yet had more been de- 
manded, I would have given it with pleafurc 
for my refpedable and afFe&ibnate fnead. 

I was apprehenfive, that the cattle I had 
purchafed might return to the herd^ and that^ 
mixing with the reft, I might lofc them. To 
obviate this, and be able to know them again, 
I marked them on the thigh with a hot iron. * 
On the other hand, it would give me fome 
trouble to talce them with me ; and I would 
therefore gladly have fent them immediately to 
Swanepoel, without waiting till I returned to 
my camp; 

The chief of the horde, it is true, offered to 
fend them thither by fome of his people, for 
whofe fidelity he would be anfwerable. But 
this offer might be a fnare, and a certain mode 
of regaining what I had purchafed. However, 
my Caminouquas having affured me, that I 
had nothing to fear, and that a bargain made 
was facred among all the hordes, I accepted 
his offer ; and, after having directed the drivers 
what road to take, and paid them before-hand, 

I faw 
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I faw them fct off: while I, on mj part^ 
slfo ir^fumed mj journey, travelUng north by 

Before the chief left me, he canfed a fat 
Ibeep to be brought, which in his frigid man^ 
lier be requeued m? to accept, aflfuring me that 
it was a free gift, I did not refufe it ; though 
H vfM an uielef8 prefent to me, and though i 
was poayinced, that his liberality was not £b 
difmterefted as be pretended. Accordingly, 
lie refiif^d nothing that I offered him in re«- 

At fome diftance from the hckde, I &und « 
Fffervoir of faline w^ter, in which were many 
Jumps of fait cryftailized by the heat» Tbefg 
I carefully collected, as an addition which nai- 
turie had made to my fiore. 

Two different couries here o^red them* 

felfes to me, and I was j)erplexed which to 

cbooTe* Dv^ weft wass a dry plain, covered 

with mimofae and ebony trees, and hounded by 

a chain of mountains at the diftanoe ci five or 

iix leagues. Toward this eaft alfo was a plain, 

taore open, it is true ; but at a diftance f per<v 

^ved fome large trees, which appeared tQ 

<kirt a river. The datives Jiflured toe it was 

Lion-. 


A t R 1 C A. 33^ 

Liofi-Rlv^, which I (kou\d fall id with 
ftgain. 

The ncccffity of a watering place for my 
people and cattle made me turn to that fide ; 
but I was deceived in my expeSation* The 
river had no water ; and we were obliged to 
pafs a night without any. To add to our 
vexation, the place was full of pintadoes; 
birds of ill omen, which always indicate by 
their prcfence a wretched country. Their 
t:ri€s prevented us from clofmg our eyes. The 
place where we paiTed the night I called Pin-* 
iado Camp ; and, as foon as day broke, I 
iiaftened to quit it, in hopes of finding a belter. 

That day fortune favoured us; for, after 
travelling north-eaft three hours, we found a 
fpring of excellent water, to which I gav6 the 
name of Tortoife Fountain^ becaufe I found 
near its bed a fpecies of tortoife that I had never 
feen before. It weighed upwards of' twelve 
pounds, and contained a confiderable <}u&mity 
of eggs of all fizes, among which was a fcore 
: of yellow ones as large as thofe of a hen. I had 
it broiled on the coals; and its white flefli, which 
was as tender as that of a chicken, afforded me 
an excellent fupper. 

The 
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The pintadoes cohtinued to ftun us with 
their noify cackling ; but at the fame time we 
bad many fpeciei^ of beautiful birds; that 
which BufioQ defcribes under the name of 
grenadin of the coaft of Africa^ and particularly 
the lovely bee-eaters, which I have elfewhere 
mentioned. 

My hunters too brought me a very curious 
animal, which I had not yet been able to pro* 
cure : this was the great jerboa of the Cape. 
It is as large as our largeft hares: its co« 
lour is reddifli and dufky, its tail very long^ 
and terminating, like that of the ermine, in a 
tuft of black hair. The planters call it fprtng^ 
baas (leaping hare), becaufe its hind legs, 
being out of all proportion longer than thofe 
before, enable it to take prodigious leaps. Its 
fleQi is excellent food. This fingular quadru- 
ped, though abounding in certain cantons of 
Africa, is, notwithftanding, very, difficult to 
find ; becaufe, during the day, it retires into 
deep holes, which it form$ in the earth, and 
comes out only at funfet to feed on the graf^, 
which is its chief aliment. 

Bernfry, for his part, had the good fortune 
to kill a male giraffe. It was fifteen feet and 

an 
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an ineh [about fixfeen feet and an inch Engliih 
iheafure] high ; and I fhould hare been- glad to 
have had its ikin as well as that of the other; 
but being at a diftance from my camp, to 
which I did not think of returning, at Icaft 
Tery flfiortly, and being in want of every ne- 
eeflary convenience for the purpofe of carry- 
ing it, what couid I do with it ^ I new felt how 
great rcafon I had to rejoice, that the former 
was fafe at my camp by Orange-River. This, 
being prepared and fadced, ferved to fupply my 
caiavan with food for fome days. 

The next day I direfted my courfe north 
by weft, to reach a periodical ft ream called the 
Draayy (meandering river). Its bed, where 
we came up to it, was not deep; and we did 
not perceive it till juft as we were defceading 
into it. A herd of buflaloes happened to be 
lying in it at the time. We were clofe to each 
other ; but, on feeing us, they all rofe together^ 
and fled with a precipitation, noife, and af* 
fright, that I cannot defcribe; while we, as 
much furprifed as they at the meeting, and by 
no means prepared for fuch an adventure, 
fuffered them 10 flee, without firing a fmgle 
ibot. 

Though 
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Though the Di:a»jr iiiras dry, k had a ^^ 
pools io ibme of its hollo ws, and was adorned 
with beautiful treos. I looked out lor a place 
to eocamp, both to reft ourfdvea, and to flieker 
us from a violent north ^ind^ ^hich bli&ded 
us with clouds of iaad, and fuSbcated us with 
its icorching heat. At noon fahrenheit^s ther- 
mometer flood at 1 10^, and in tbeercning at 
iuniet it was at ninety. 

Notwithftanding the wind and the heat, 1 
went to try my fortune among the trees on 
the banks ; and indeed I found there a moft fu-^ 
perb and magnificent eagle, of a new fpecies^ 
both male and female of which I had the hap^ 
pinefs to kill with ray double-barrelled gun. 

I had already feen fome of thefe birds on the 
banks of Orange-River j but they did not fuffer 
me to approach them. 

This eagle I named gr^ard^ becaufe its 
claw€ are flronger and iharper than thofe .of 
)my other eagle known. Equal in ftrength 
^o the golden eagle, it has^ as a diflinguiihing 
charaSeriftic, a fort #f creft pendent from the 
hind part of the head : the leg is covered with 
a fine down throughout its whole length, and 
the thighs are deftitute of thofe long feathers 

com- 
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common to rapacious birds: all the fore part 
of the body is of a perfc<St white, and the reft 
. of a light brown. I was near three leagues 
from my camp when I killed th^fe two beau* 
dflil birds, and I arrived at it extremely fa- 
. tigued with carrying them j for, together, they 
^id not weigh much lefs than thirty pounds. 

In the afceJrnoon, while I was employed in 
fkinning and preparing my two eagles, I Was 
informed, that our horfes were loft. An aged 
Caminouqua, not lefs than (ixty, had taken 
charge of them; but the old man, overpowered 
bythe exceffive heat, and ftill more, perhaps, 
, by the fatigue of a journey beyond his ftrength, 
had fallen afleepi and, not being able to firid 
them when he awoke, had gone and fecreted 
himfelf for fear of being puniihed. 

All that could be done on the occafion was 
to fet out myfclf on the fearch, which I did 
with all my people. Bernfry^s horfe was gone 
as well as mine. Inftead of following my ex-. - 
ample, this pafConate being, who had hithertp V 

behaved tolerably well, becaufe his choleric .tl 

temper had had no occafion .of being roufea, 

* 

burft out- at once in imprecations againft the 
careleffnefs of the keeper, and fwore with 
Vol. 1L Z dread- ^ 
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dreadful oaths, that if he met with hnn ' Be 
would knock hioi in the head. 

It ' fo happened, that, in the courfe of tHc 
fearch^ he fbiind him ; and without pity f6r 
his age, without coropaffion for the (brrdw lie 
cxprefied for a very pardonable fault. He 
adually knocked hita down at his feet, arid 
began beating him with fury. This violfence 
was fo much the more blameaole, becaufe at 
£hat moment the horfes were juft found, and 
**my Hottentots bringing them back. 

Happily for the poor feHow, I was not far 

' ofF. On hearing his cries I ran up, and fouiid 

\ him covered with blood. This fight, I con- 

^ fefs, put me almoft bcfide myfelf. Seized with 

' indignation, I dragged the Wood- thirfty wretch 

from his vidim i and, pufhing hin:^ to a diilance 

! with all my ftrength, I threatened him with 

ihy vengeance if he dared approach the old 

man again. " Learn,*' added I, ^ that alt 

who compofe my camp are in my pay and 

my fervice ; that you have no authority over 

^ them ; and that to ftrikc them^ therefore, ist 

{^ ' ** to infult me.'* 

This fpeech completed his rage.^ He foamed I 
with fury j and, afking whether I were com^ 
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\tito the country to fupp^rt the faVagis againft 
. the whites, threatened to quit me. I took him 
at his ivord ; and even^cfiVed hiih to do &) in 
a tone which fhoWed I infifted upon it : and, 
eis there were in my canfip a few men and wo- 
men of his .horde who htid attetided him, I or- 
dered thefe alfo to remove immediately. They 
Went and joined him, while I led the old Ca- 
miiiouqua to my tent, to drcfs his wounds and 
take care of him* I faw the monftef with- 
draw with his people to the diftance of foiir 
or five hundred paces from us, and iftop there 
to pkfs the night* 

The propinquity ^f Aich a man was ah 
alatming circumftaixce j and I could not fee 
his apparent Tefolve to remain fo near rtie with- 
"out uneafiftefs. ^No aCtion that fubferves his 
vengeance comes amlfs to a villain. Bernfry 
took with him ^ bufialoe^s horn full of powder, 
which I had given him for the chace, and I 
had reafon to apprehend he would make ufe 
of it to injure us. My people, though de- 
lighted at bang rid of him, and applauding my 
ieverityj which fliey ^onfidertd as an ad of 
kin'chiefs towards them, feared from him, 
-45qually 'with me, fome nodumal -treachery. 

Z 2 They 
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.They ivcre -unanimous for kef ping watch al 
aight under arms; and I watched with them; 
It may well be imagined, that the whole 

>. night was fp^nt in talking of Bemfry, ' Some 
related a&ions of hia to which they had been 
witnefs J others, fuch as they had heard told; 

^•but all were deeds of the mod nefarious defcrip- 

"^ tion* Thefe ftories made me refledl deeply. 

^ I reproached myfelf for the indulgence with 

which I had before excu&d and attenuated his 

iaults, and I congratulated myfelf for having 

,him no longer in our company j befide that 

he was now ufelefs to me, fince I was foon to 

^ enter countries into which no white man had 

.ever penetrated, where he was no more known 

than myfelf, and where his brutal and hafty 

< temper, his vices and fpirit of plunder, might 
..become dangerous to me, by exciting quarrels, 
• and caufe us both to be maflacred by the na- 
\ tives. 

This danger from a ftrange coippanion had 

determined me to refufe many honeft perfons 

-at the Cape, when they offered to accompany 

me on my journey. Muft it not be impi^ident 

in me, therefore, to take as ai\ aflbciate i mab 

< ofthis ilaqipj.from>whom L could : expe^ no- 
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tKng , bxit vexation, whiFe I had voIuntariI)r 
refufed agreeable companions^ from whom^ 
after all, I had only uncertain danger to ap* 
prehend ? 

It is true,'! had fuffered him to accompany 
mci merely that I might remove him from my 
c^mp, becaufe I thought himlefs to be dreaded* 
when under my own eyei- But there is na 
ivoiding ourdeftiny- This abpihipable wretch 
feemed to have been fenfby fate to difconcert* 
mj fchemes. It will hereafter he ftcn to what 
alength he was capable of carrying his ven*- 
geance toward me, who neither could nor 
would put an end to it' at a fingle ftroke.- 

It was to be feared^ that the barbarous treats 
ment'of the old Caminouqua would alienate 
the minds of his countrymen, and ; that they, 
would return home for fear of' experiencing 
the fame themfdvcs^ Gonfequently I expedieil 
to feethem arriveas foon as it was day to an* 
nounce their departure : but I found with plea* 
fare, that, far from fhowing any refentment, 
they came to thank me for having prbteded 
and faved the life of one of, their brethren^ and 
aflure me they were ready to follow me where- 
ever I chofe. to lead them. ^ 

Z 3 Thefe^^ 
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Thcfe profiel&ons of attachment, ia nrf pre^ 
fent fituation, gave me great pleafure. I im-^. 
mediately refumed my journey ; and, proceeds 
ing north-eafi, to avoid following the windinga 
of the Draay, we fell in with an elbow elf th« 
river four leagues on, where we haked in th^ 
Qiidil of elephants and buffaloes. I £iy in the 
midft of thefe animals ; for they were fo nurne-^ 
rous^ and fo far from wild, that we were fur^ 
rounded by them on all fides. 

In the afternoon we travelled four leaguesr 
£irtber, in a north- weft diredion, in order ta 
remove from, the river altogether j and w^e en- 
camped near a brook, which, like the river^ 
was dry,; though, like the river alfo, it had 
collections pf water in fome of its deepef* 
parts, 

Thefe referyolrs in the midft of a pajrched 
defert had attraded, I believe, all the,monfter% 
of r Africa ; fo that throughout the whoJe of mjf; 
travels I;havefpent few fuch turbulent nights# 
On all fides we heard wild beafts, and efpeci^ly 
lions, roaring in a terrible manner. Many 
of the latter, in particular, came roaming round 
my camrp during the night, filling both my 
cattle and my people with affright: neither. 


I 
I 
I 


<tm fires ncrojiir guns could keep them offf 
tjhey aofwered, with a fort of rage, the noifc, 
<2f others at a diilance, and feemed to call them 
^p the xaroage, and to an attack in concert. 
At length, however, day delivered us from 
them ; and as I had remarked . that the ndife 
ckmc chiefly from the liorth-weft^ to ayoi4 
thefe animals I changed my courfe to the 
iforth-eaft« 

On quitting a defile, we entered a canton^ 
<iyer which were fcattered ieveral herds of 
<^tle } but the keepers coUeded them together 
at, feeing us, and fled with them as fafl as ppf^ 
fible* In vain did we endeavour to remove, 
their fears by figns of friehdfhip : involved in 
dbuds of duft raifed by their flight, they could 
not perceive us, and I was apprehenfive they 
would communicate their terror, and fpread, 
a gencx^ alariix through their kraal. 

To prevent this unlucky confequence, I 
made Kl^as mount on horfeback, and fent hini 
after them, followed by thofe Nimiquas who 
had faithfully agconi^anied me from the laft 
horde I vifited, and who, being .their. neigh- 
l^purs and fpeaking the fame language, woqlq 
^ able more icffcaually to^"ailay their, fears. 

Z4 ; ' Thefe 
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Thcfe Nimiquas aflured me, that this ftep vm 
unneceflary ; but I had laid it down as a prin-r 
ciple, that I could never take too many pre*' 
cautions, and would no where make my ap*-: 
pearance but as a friend. 

Klaas, after having removed the apprehen- 
(ions of the fugitives by means of the Nimr-' 
quas, went with them to their kraal, to inform' 
the horde of my arrival ; and I foon faw hint 
return fyrrounded by about fifty favages, all 
without arms, in token of friendfhip and coH- 
fidencei Among them was their chief, whofe 
countenance fhowed him to be ill, and iudeed 
he made me underflancT, that he had been teng 
4ffli(9:ed with a dyfentery* 

' His difeafe did not prevent him from ac- 
cepting, with great figns of joy, a glafe of 
►•brandy, which I prefented" to him to enlivea 
l>is fpirits. But after he had fwallowed twa 
thirds of it, he gai-ee the reft to a woman who 

♦cqompanied him, and who was one of his^ 

• » 

y^ivcs ; for he had two. 

This woman wa^ on the point of Tying* in, 
l>ut (he would neyerthjelefs be one of the party to 
fcej an extraordinary man. • She had long heard 
l^k of me, but could nev^ei: i)€:ii€ve alt the 

% "' venders 
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WMdets (kan Weft fekted. and fusw atm f« 

be Aflttrdd of them by her <mii ey e^ Sbe c9^ 
amified me very attentively, viewed ihe iif 
^vety dire£tioi&, aiid at lefigth beftowed on me 
iliatiy marks of friendiki|^. Thefe I repaid 
virith intermit, and made her fev^ral preient$, 
With vtrhkh (he was infitiitely pleafed* 

This horde was one of the moft ninnciroiis 
of the Nimiqua nation. I traverfed the kraal 
with my whole ^raop, aiid went to pitdi my 
i^/ttlp ft mik oi two ^rtheron, neatr a fprmig^ 
the water of which was exc^lteht, though it 
had a mitky hbe which itijnred a Kttlehatranf-^ 
patency. Refolving to ftay a few days at 
this p}ace, in order to ftudy the manners of tile 
nation, I afnnounced my defign to my people, 
to whom it was very agreeable netvs. In a) 
moment they had erected my tents, conflt\r£ted 
their huts, and formed that enclofure of ftakes^ 
which, according to our ufual cuftom when I 
intended to tarry at any place, ferved to tie 
our horfes and oxen to, and enclofe them* 

While the men and women were all buiied 
in their feveral employments, a beautiful bee- 
eater, of a new fpecies, came and pitched boldly 
•n one of aur paliiades. This was oBfering 

him^ 


\ • 
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$«F«r4 of th« fav«ges ofr tljflf hQr4«4 who*: 
sKtrai^d: byjoyiofity^ w^Tftagiufing t^flfii«lvje9i 
!^>y.l$«king ai:.the;Qperatl(ms. oC the. eoe^mp- 
ment, were., by. sot at the time. Th^fet moift' 
ofvthom hiudinc^i the ,leaft idea^of fire-arms, 
w«ip greatly, fuipiifedi T^« aftonUhmeot 
produced ioLthcm by.<tbe.lcittA.e8|A$fioaof tqyr 
S!on» iuul t^ fu4(kA death of tl^.lHrd> mnft 
taGXf.htktm^pgd^ . Stupefied vi{ith.a4fnlratio)Eif 
tbcj^inimedbtely nm tc>jthe'kriaid^tQ.jiel#e th«. 
doubkjpro^gy they bad wttne01ed. The ren 
]Mliit had: been, heard there ; bu( yifh'^i Ur^^ 
kriqinn; thatc hi was. the white maSiWho^Mdr 
lerodliced' the tbtitkler, a^cJ^lte^/ahirdat th^. 
hme time^ almoftaU. tiie hocde.raiiio the^pptt 
ythttn. the mirade vim pfir£$triiiked« 

The^next da7,.when.ther6goqd/gvagescamf^ 

tfi.vtfit;ipy.<Jai;pip, I wai employed, in taida^ 
an ohCbrFatioQ ofi the. fpo's. al^tude* l^ipf^ 
y;h^ the.dfty hef<M-e had feeq me^ti^e aim at 

th«ib«l^ej^)b^o.rc it.fcil, and now law mq 
d^reft: my qu^dRMKi- W^ch they tp^K for ano^ 

1^1 ftiiec^, initho. fame: m^i^ier. at the. ^, 


fiyed thdr Iboks attentively, now at tbe inflku 
ment, then: at the luminaxj. Silent atid mo^ 
tionlefs, they waited for the report withinjRK 
tiencei and were much diiconcerted when they 
found my operation terminate without any ese:^ 
plofion. e ' 

The reft of their companions, who, from 
th^ tale they had heard, expected fcxne prodigy^ 
did not well know what to think of it* AC. 
length, however, willing to fatisfy them in one 
way or another, and at th^fametim^iamuio 
myfelf with their fimpUci^, I caufed i^y per** 
fpedive glafs to be brought, which- to them 
was a third fnfifc^ placed it on the ftandwhicH 
ferved as a fupport for my great carbine, andy 
diredting it towards the kraal, dcfired the-per-« 
ion whom I diougbt the boldi^ft among thd 
Nimiqnas to look through it. 

Every one knows the hiftory of the young* 
man born blind, who fuddenly (aw the light, it|, 
i:onfequence of the depfeffion of his^ catara^k 
by Chefelden, It may be remembered, tbat 
for fome time all the objeds be> faw w^ret)^ 
him fo many illufions ; that be believed then 
all clofe to his eye j that he wasmiftaken with 
f^gard to^heir figwei^ai well as,tfaei( dUlaaces 
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atifi' that' hc'karned ^ to' judge of that' m^ 
ttote^ds oniy by thcienfc of feeling and trx- 

' pariaace/* . 

Wb^t '' GhtCeldcn's blind ' patient ^ was,^ the 
flikoft clcaor^fi^htediBan maj bc^ .with a limited; 
Underflanding^ and if the optkal objedi het 
f^rceiveet be nevr^ to hi«i. To fuppofe that 
tbe Ninwqiia at wy perfpedi ve glafsxoujd con-^ 

jefture'the mode in which the magic effe£t of 
theinftroment was prodi3ced| woul4 be placing 
bim on a level with us ; would be giving him 
credit for our experience, our knowledge inr 
* phyiks, and a ^ multitude of ideais and refiec-^ 
tiotis that could never ent^r intohis dull and. 
unt augjit mind* 

Let us forget for a moment the lights of pur 
c<bication ; let us fuppofe ourfelVes hkt luinr 
profoundly ignotant, and without the leaA 
conception of a perfpeftive glafe j and we 
nay then ' conceive what his wonder/ muft 
have been, when he beheld Co near him a huti 
with two littk children playing at its entrance. 

.His aftonifhment was fo great, that he trem- 
bled with joy, and all his mufcles were con- 
tra£ted at once. Without . moving his eye 
from the g1a6, he iiretclKd his hand towards 
;' the 
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'4Ehe end of the tube, as 1£ to touch what he 
faw. Failing in this. attempt, ; he quitted the 

iaftrument, and was equally furprifed not, to 
fee them where he fupppfed them to be. He 
then a&ed his companions whether they were 
returned to their former pkce. In vain. did 

4hey anfwef, that they had feen nothing of 
them : he would not believe them ; he pointed 
with his finger to the place where he^ had fup- 
>pofed the.objeds to be fituated : ** There, there 
** they were;" faid he. The more they per^ 
Cfted in endeavouring to convince him of his 
miftake, the more he was. offended at them, and 
the fcene had nearly terminated in a quarreh 

Among the human beings on whom nature 

has conferred a largpr qr fmaller portjbn of 

^under (landing, the Hottentot nation, taking 

together its different tribes, is, . of all crthcrs, 

.the leaft endowed with it. With this flight 

portion of intelligence did the Nimiqus^ rea- 

.fon, and perfift in . aibribing to my gU^^ the 

power of atttading to it every objeft, npt- 

withftahding all my endeavours to reader m^y 

experience (enfible to his mliiid, of whi^h. he 

.could comprehend npthit^. 

, His^^: ex;j).URatiop, .hisv fftthwJ5AfjB„.l»a jrery 

.anger, 
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»hgcr, hbwcvcr, Kad excited the curioftty of 

liis comrades : all would come to my glafs } 

and I acceded to their defires, changing the 

diredlion of the tube, howevef, occafiorially^ 

Idthoutthetrfufpeaingit. ^hat they obfenred 

'raviflied^thcm with delight : it was a fcene of 

general encliatltment. But while fome faw 

^tPee§ brought near, others a mountain, fome 

'birds flying, others whole herds of cattle, it 

may be imagined what confufion muft refult 

'from their tranfports, as they difputed con- 

certaing the objedls fhey beheld fo near them^ 

and how much I Was amufed by this per* 

plexity. 

TTiis comedy continued till the evening i 
but it wbs an inftruiftive diverfion for me, 
and fliowed me what an afcendancy the moft 
'Unfkllful mountebanks were capable of acquif* 
ing over ^nations as ignorant as thefe when 
-<hey fit ft difcovered 'them. ' ' 

All this ofccafioned me ftiU more Vffits the 
next mbming, on the-part of thofe who could 
140t eome the preceding day. Among them 
were the chief and his two wives. With oife 
of them I was now an old acquaintance, and 
'Axsoi^lngty fixe-cattfled- me greatly* She-was 
■ ■ ^ - accompanied 
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"^ acdompJAleid ' b^ two of lier dfiifdrea, a hcfy 

and girl, ' twltis, ifour yeafs of age. Ske!luU 

beta ddlViWd of twins onCe before, 'which 
'2i(b were alive, and hc^ed (6^ have twkua 
'third time. 

I treated the chief and his Wives with a 

Dutch brcakfafti after the manner of the Gape.; 
'that is to fay, With good tobacco and brandy ; 

after which they rcquefted to fee my perfpec- 
' tive glafs, and admire the wonders they* had 
^ heard of it. I placed it on the ftand as before;; 
' but ho fooiler h^id they feen one bbjed, thm 

they defired me to bring Ihcm another, noc 
' doubting birt it poflefTed the rirfeUe of maldng; 

them come at my fcalL 

After they V^^ere gone, the people of thfe 

horde came in fueceilion, and made me the 

m 

feme requeft. The fport was very well for a 
'while; but repethion wdiM render it tir«- 

« 

fome, arid to avoid this I gave it Up» However^ 
for the fatisfa^ion of the curiotis, I left tUe 
glafs in Its 'place the whole day,- givmg one of 
my Hottemots- the charge of>it^ with orders 
not to permit it to be moved or Coiiched* 

When I entered the Nitoiqua country,' My 

dcfign was to iaveftigate every tittog tibat*h«(ci 

- ^ hetn 
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been faid of It at the Gape. How many tale^ 
.had I not heard of thU natioa ! /what won* 
.derful things concerning its manner^ its aits, 
its treafureSy &cc. I The reader knows already 
what to think of its pretended mines of gold 
and filver : and the tales of its arts and its laws 
are on a par with thofe of its mines* 

Kolben is the man who has ilamped autho* 
-rity on all th^fe. fables. Even I, having ao 
idea refpeding thefe diftant and unknown 
people, gave fome credit to the dreams of .this 
writer. In cpnfcquencei as I penetrated into 
the interior, of Africa, and vifited the Hotten- 
tots, I every where fought the traces of that 
fiourilhing agriculture, *' which they under- 
** iland incomparably better than the Europe- 
^* ans of the Cape, who frequently apply to 
*^ them for advice on the fubjed/' I waa dc- 
iirous of feeing fooie of thofe folemn. marriage 
ceremonies, which a prieft performs, and which 
he legitimates by sprinkling the newly united 
couple with his urine. I wiflbed to vifit the 
. public prifoqs of thefe people, and be prefeut 
at the fittings of t^eir tribunals, and the decrees 
cCth^r fovereign couikH. Perhaps I had de- 
;ftroyed moqfters enough in Africa to aipire to 

the 
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Wie horioiir of being admitted into that order 
of knighthood ; the pfOgrefs and ceremonials 
of which the hiftorian has defcribed with lio 
lefs pomp than minutenefs. 

AlaJs ! dl thefe fpleridid chimeras vaniflied 
before me. Religion, police, laws, military 
tadics, orders of battle, treaties of peace, ex- 
periended gerieralsj prifoners of warj vanquifll^ 
ers and vanquifhed, were all romances exifting 
only in the brain of the author, and in the 
taverns where they had been told liita by thpfe 
ivho made him their fport* 

Thirty or forty years after the publicatloii 
of his voyage^ Abbe de la Caille made fome 
(lay at the Cape^ and thus was enabled, pa 
fome points at Icaft, to pafs judgtnent dn the 
work. He fpoke of it afe he ought, dnd as it 
defervcs; Since k Caille^ othet travellers have 
given their opinions of Kolben ; and the learneci 
how know how far they may rely on the ac-* 
counts of that traveller. 

To liften to him, in all the Hottentot tribes 
tvithout exception^ mothers have the.inhu- 
man prejudice of refolying not to have twms, 
and the abominable cuftq^ of deftroying one 
bf the two. If the twins confift of twtt boys^ 

Vol* II. A a or 
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or two girls, they kill the weaker of the two } 
if a boy and girl, the'girl, he fays, is the vitStim ; 
and he blufhes not to avow, that he has wit-- 
neffed thefe crimes.. 

Now I aver, that this charge is the Hackeft 
calumny againft nature that ever defiled the 
pen of ft writer deftitute of modefty. The 
iight of the two twins of one of the wives of 
the chief was fufficient to convince me of this. 
However, as thefe children might have been 
an exception to the general law for fome par- 
ticular reafon, I refolved to interrogate their 
fkther ftCpt&ing this pretended mafTacre. 

Evfery rhc^ning before I went st-hunting, he 
c&me to foe me with his two wives, and regale 
himfelf with a pipe of tobacco and a /opje^ or 
foiall glafs, of brandy* Though his language 
was different from that of the Hottentots on 
the weftem coa()^, yet, in the two months I had 
ijpent ia the country,, I bsid learned to under- 
ftand it a little,^ and make myfelf underftood. 

One day as I was fitting on the grafs, near 
my tent, witb him and his- two wives, I turn- 
ed the converfation ta the fubjefk of twins, 
and alked his- wife whether, if (he fliould have 
twiAs again, flie would not deftroy one of 

6 them J 
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mem ? This qiieftioii appeared to ofFeiid her« 
ihe kept filciice* and fell into a deep mufing* 
But the hufband^ turning towards trie, and re- 
minding me that I had fevieral tinies afked him 
fiiQiiar queftions, declared with warmth^ that 
fuch a facrifiee was impoffible; 

Thus we fee how juft are the whites, Who, he* 
lieviiig Kolben, accufe the Nimiquas of a crime 
fo abominable as to be an outrage againft the 
bommori mother of all beings; # 

I will here add^ that the Nimiquas riot only 
do not make away with one of their twini 
when Ihey have them^ but prefervc arid bring 
tip all theit children; This duty h fo natural^ 
that I could not have made them comprehend 
an idei repugnant to it. 

Befide the grand arid revolting ctiai'ge of 
Which I have juft fpoken; 1 had heard jrefpeft* 
ing thfe Greater Nimiquas, another abfurd fable, 
the falfehdod of which I equally verified. This 
was riot told me at the Cape^ like the pre- 
bfedirig one : I had it from Klaas Bafter, who^ 
being born nfear Orange-River, might have 
kribwri fome things refpeding thefe people 
With ceitairity. 

According to him, the fathers, to Ihew what 

A a 2 affection 
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afFeftion they bear their children, feed theif 
eldeft in a pAtticular manner, as being of right 
the firft objedl of paternal care. For this pur- 
pofe, they put him in a codp, as it were : that 
is, they Ihut him up in a trench made under 
their hut, where, being deprived of motion, 
be lofes little by perfpiration, while they feed 
and cram him in a manner with milk and 
greafe. By degrees the child fattens, and gets 
as round as a barrel ; and when he is come to 
fuch a ftate as not to be able to walk, but to 
bend under his own weight, the parents ex* 
bibit him to the admiration of the horde; who, 
from, that period, conceive more or lefs efteem 
and confideration for the family, ajccordingly 
as the monfter has acquired more or lefs ro* 
tundity^ 

Such was the account given me by Klaas 
Batter ;" and though it appeared to me alto*- 
gether improbable, yet the narrator related fo 
many, particulars, of which he pretended to 
have been an eye-witnefs ; he had fo little 
inteteft in impofmg uppn me ; and the human 
mind, in uncultivated and ignorant nations, 
appears fometimes capable of fach fenfelefs 
cuftoms and prejudices, that, notwithftanding 

my 
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my reludance, I could not avoid believing 
k. 

Soon, however, I was undeceived. Where- 
ever I afked any qiieftions on the fubjeft, I 
law that the people to whom I addrefled my- 
felf were ready to laugh in my face. Still, as 
it appeared ftrange to me, that a man fhould 
talk of what he had feen, when he had in re- 
ality feen nothing ; as it was poflible, that the 
fable might have fome foundation, without 
being true in all its particulars ; I was willing 
to convince myfelf what could have given rife 
to it ; and, every time I vifited a horde, I took 
care, under different pretences, to examine, one 
after another, all the huts of the kraal, and to 
alk which was the eldeft child of the family : 
but I no where faw any thing that indicated 
either this pretended coop, or this pretended 
cramming. 

It is probable that fuch a tale may have 
originated among the planters refidirig on the 
Namero, and in the neighbourhood of the 
country of the Nimiquas ; that it was a plea- 
fantry of fome wit of the place on the lean- 
jiefs of thefe people^ which indeed is extreme ; 
qnd that Klaas Bafter, the fon of a fiottentot 

A 3. 3 and 


358 TRAVELS IN 

;aid a planter, having had it inftilled into htii^ 
in his infancy, had fioifhed, like other romanV 
c^8, -by averting that he had ktii what he had 
only been told. And thus it is, tha^t, through- 
put the whole of the cqlony: of the Cape, 
the planters and even the Hottentats will affure 
you, that fpritikling with yrine is pradifcd in 
the marriage ceremonies of the favage hordes.* 

I ihall heye give the figures of two Greats 
er Nimiquas, a man and wo man « The for- 
tncr U that of the chiefi dra^n from tlu? 
Hfe, \n <>ne of his fittings with me to fmoke ^ 
pipe. I added to it the portrait of one of hi^ 
ivive^ ; but, by fpme accident, this portrait wa% 
loft in my return to Euitope. 

For want pf it, I haye fubftituted another ; 
ijflrhich is that of a wom^an who ioi\g teafed mq 
to draw her pi^ are al&); till at lad, for my 
;imufement, I confented. I mention this, that 
piy reaifcrs may npt ju4ge Qf the feature^ 
of the Nimiqua woman by thofe of the female 
here offered to their view* She was, in reality, 
poc of the pipft ordinary in th^ horde ; they 
are, iri general, more agreeable in their per-r 
foils, and when young may bfe faid even to b^ 
handfome. 
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In fize, the Greater Nimiquas are taHer thaa 

i 

the other Hottentot tribes. They aj^ear cvca 
to exceed in height the Gonaquaa, though 
perhaps they do not in reality. Their flendcr 
bones, delicate air, thin fhape, and fmall legs^ 
every thing, iu (hort, even to their cloaks^ 
which reach from their (houlders to the ground^ 
contributed to the illufion. On feeing the 
bodies of thefe men as flender as the ftem of a 
tree, you would almoft fuppofe them to have 
pafled through the inftrument of a wire- 
drawen 

Lefs deep in colour than the Caf&es, they 
have at the fame time more pleafing features 
than the other Hottentots, b^caufe their nole 
is lefs flattened, and their cheeks lefs promi- 
nent. But their cold and unmeaning counte- 
nances, their phlegmatic and immoveable air, 
give th^m a particular cbaradler by which 
they are diftinguifhed. Every time I looked 
at them, I fancied I beheld one of tho(e 
lank, long-vifaged, gothic figures placed at the 
church-doors in certain catholic countries at 
If to ferve as fentinels. 

I have already faid, that the women do not 
^re this tranquil apathy. Cay, lively, fpor- 

A ft 4 tive^ 
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tiv6, and loving. much to laugh, you woulc| 
fuppofe them to be formed of different mate- 
rials. It is eafy enqiigh to conceive, that a 
man and vrife may live peaceably 'together, 
notwithftanding fuch difference of difpofition j 

a 

but it is not eafy to underftand or explain how 
fuch melancholy fathers can beget daughters 
fo gay, or fuch fprightly women bear fons fp 
dull. . ' 

The krofs differs not at all in fhape from the 
Hottentot cloak ; only, as I have before re- 
marked, it is longer. Many of them ufe the 
Ikins of the hyaena, the jackal, or the ifatis, 
when they are lucky enough to procure a fuf- 
ficiency to make a krofs. 

They ornament them with glafs beads, and, 
plates of copper, which they obtain from the 
Hottentots of th^ colony. I found among them 
a particular fort of thefe beads, confiding of 
little long tubes of different colours, and tranf- 
parent. ' Thefe being unknown at the Cape, 
1 wifhed to know whence the favages procured 
them. They informed me, that they got them 
by barter with other neighbouring nations, who 
had them only at the fecond-hand ; and that 
they came originally from the blacks who 
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^welt on the coaft of the Indian fea, to the 
paft of Africa, by whon^ they were fabri^f 
cated. 

If the beads of which I am fpeaking were 
ftones or gems coloured by nature, it might 
be believed that the blacks of the weft, after 
having reduced them into little pieces, might 
know how to ftiape and perforate them ; as 
the favages of Guiana do with the amazoniaa 
ftone. I have found coloured fubftances ia 
feveral rocks on the weft of Africa, and there 
may be the fame on the eaft. But thefe in 
queftion are enamels ; that is to fay, glafe, 
made by fufion and formed by blowing. Now 
as fuch an operation requires, not only for the 
melting, but alfo for the compofition of the 
colours, confiderable Ikill, implements, che- 
mical knowledge, &c. I think it may be 
affirmed, without any great rafhnefs, that the 
negroes of the eaft were never mafters of 
fuch an art j and that the enamels they fell 
to their neighbours probably come from the 
Portuguefe colonies of Mofambique, I have 
in my cabinet one of thefe girdles of glafs b^ads, 
^nd I can afTert that it is neither of French 
fior Dut?h manufaS;ure. 

r ■ ■ 

Befide 
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Betide the kind of decoration which I faa^ 

» 

joft defcribed, the Greater Nimiquas uie an« 
other, that of daubing their hair .with a thick 
lajw rf greafe, mingled with the powder of 
di£Eerent odoriferous woods. Many of them 
tattoo their faces, arms, and even bodies. But 
^ latter cuftom i« not fo prevalent among 
them, as among other people more to the 
north. This too may be a native cuftom, 
vhich the fame fpirit of coquetry that gave 
liie to it in other nations may have equally 
prompted the Nimiquas to invent. 

'A3 to religion, divine worfhip, priefts, tem- 
pleS) and the idea of an immortal foul, they 
are aM non-entities to them. On thefe fub- 
je£ts, like all the reft of the favages their neigh- 
bours, they have not the flighteft notion. 

Nature has told them, fufficiently plain, not 
to do to another what they jvould not another 
ihoqld do to them ; and their little afibciations, 
which are a commencement of civilization^ 
lead them in this refped farther than many 
ctikiVated people, by enjoining them to do to 
others as they would be done by, 

I know not whether I ought hefr to relate 
an abfurd cuftom pradifed by the Nimiquas, 

which. 
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which, like ouny others, arifee foldy £ren 
f heir ignorance ; ^Kxch i$ tying vp the px^ 
puce when they have a river to crofe. Tl^is t^ 
performed ^ith a thread of gut ; and, zs theit 
^deas of qi^odeily diSer from ours on certaibt 
points, they do it before their dauglitters with* 
put any fcruple. 

When I a(ked them the reafon of this cu& 
torn, they told me^ like true favages, fhat it 
was to clofe an opening by ^hich the water 
ipight enter into their bodies. Yet, 4s a proof 
how extravagant and even cantradi4ic»y the 
prejudices pf ignorance are, the women oa 
fuch occafions neUfeer tie nor ftop up any part 
pf the bpdy, whatever accels it may appear to 
offer to the fiuid element. 

After what I have faid of the phlegmatic 
temper of the Nimiqua^, it will be fuppoied 
that they f re by no means warlike. Yet, like 
|he furroundcng nations, they have their afla- 
gays and poifoned arrows ; an^ like them can 
handle thefe arms with dexterity. They pof- 
fefs alfo thofi; war^pxeo, £0 formidable in battle* 
find fo favourable to the cowardice or inadivitjr 
of the combatants. They have even a pecu- 
liar implesneot of wac, which their neighbours 

have 
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kavc not. Tliis. is a large buckler, of the 
height of the perfon who bears it, behind whicji 
the Nimiqua can completely conceal himfelf. 
But, befide that his natural apathy prevents 
him from giving or taking offence, he is in 
reality pufillanimous and cowardly from the 
coldnefs of his difpofition. To utter only the 
name of Hou%ouana before him is fufficient to 
make hini tremble. This name is that of a 
. neighbouring nation, born brave and warlike, 
and di(linguiflbted.from other African nations 
by peculiar features. I ihall foon have occafion 
lo fpeak of them^ 

Notwithftanding his frigidity, the Nimiqiu 
is not infenfible to pleafure. He even feeks 
with avidity -thofe which, requiring but fitdc 
exertion, are capable of agitating him and 
.procuring agreeable fenfations. Every even- 
ing, as foon as the lire was kindle4 in my 
camp, thirty or forty perfons, men and wpmen, 
would come and fu ^ith my people in a circle 
round it. ?pr fome time 4 profound filence 
was maintained : at length one pf them would 
open his mouth to reUt? a ftory, and would 
then fpeak without ceafing for honrs together. 

\ was not fuffipiently acquainted with the 
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language to comprehend -the whole of the nar- 
ration ; but I underftood, that it commonly 
related to fome event to the honour of the na* 
tion, and that the unfortunate hero of the 
tale was almoft always a hysena, a lion, or a 
Houzouana. Every now and then, the oritot 
was interrupted by the noify Tallies of the 
women, who fhook their very fides with laugh- 
ter. The men, without taking any fhare ia 
this extravagant mirth, reafoned gravely, and 
with an appearance of profound thought, on 
the circumftances they had juft heard. In 
the midft of this grotefque and incongruous 
pi<flure, I amufed myfelf with the dignity of 
the reafoners; while the women, whp faw 
me fmiie, and knew that I underftood nothing 
of the tale, redoubled their laughter till th^y 
were out of breath. 

Their mufical inftruments are the fame as 
thofe of the other Hottentots ; but their dan- . 
cing' is very different, and refemblcs the temper 
of the nation. If the-countenahce have received 
from nature, features that can exprefs our paf^ 
fions, the body alfo has its attitudes and move7 
ments that paint our temper and feelings. The 
datice of the Nimiqua is frigi(l, like himfelf, 

and 
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amd fo devoid of grace aiid hikrity, that^ wef^ 
it not for the extreme gaiety of the wbnienj it 
might be c&lied the dance of the dead. 

Thefe tortoifes^ tb whom danciiig is i 
fiitigue, {how little eagernefs for any thing 
but WBgeirs^ games of Ulciilation and chance^ 
amd ail the fedentary amufements which re- 
quire patience and refleaion, of which they 
4te more capable than they are of motion. 

One of their favourite games is what they 
tall the tiger and the lambs. It b nearly ad 
follows : 1 fay nearly, for I never underftopd 
it fu£Bciently to be l^ble dearly to explain it. 

An oblong fquate is traced on the ground; 
in which are made a certain nuihber of holesj 

« 

two or three inches deep, forming a fort of 
die(s-table» Tbt holes are made in ranks^ 
(Tde by fide^ but the number is ndt fixed. I 
have feed them varying from twenty to foity i 
To playt they take a certain number of 
pieces of (heep's-dung, hardened by dryings 
]^!?oportionat«tothenumberdfhoies^and which 
rqpreiient lambs. Some of the holes alfo are 
Cadled lambs, and into thefe afe piit balls. Thd 
boles that remain empty, are called tigers; 
Perhaps they teprefent only different dens of 
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the fame animal, and the retreats or atnbui^ 
cades which he occupies fuccefiively one after 
the other. The player begins by taking ibnte 
lambs out of their holes, and putting th^nai in« 
to other holes of the tiger. Perhaps this tiger 
has a rdgular movement like fome of our 
pieces at chefs, and the art of the player con* 
fifts in avoiding this movement, to fave his 
iambs, and prevent them from being devoured^ 
At leaft, when it has been neceflfary to place 
them elfewhere, I have feen him double his 
attention ; but he fometimes brings them to* 
gether or feparates them in fuch a confiiied 
manner, that, being unhble to follow the game, 
I have been confounded by the movements^ 
and could comprehend nothing farther, till die 
moment when the ftakes were taken up. 

There is another game, which, being mucb 
more eafy, becaufe it is fimply a game of cha&cey 
is on that acccount fo much the more danger- 
ous ; for the Nimiquas, fond of it to diffrac- 
tion, frequently rifk, in playing at it, their herda 
and all they poflefs. It confiderably refem- 
Wes our huftle-cap. The feed of the mimjoik 
of the country is a fort of bean, which coo* 

ilituted^ 
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ftitiitcs the principal food of the giraffe. The^ 
take a certain number of thefe feeds, engrave 
feme mark on one of their fides, which afifwefs 
the fame purpofe to them tha:t the head of th6 
tail of a piece of money docs, to oiir gamblers^ 
and, after they have huftled them fome time 
between their two hand^, they throvsr them oil 
the ground, when they have nothing to da 
but to count whether the marked or unmarked 
fidea uppermoft are mbft numerous. 

This game^ contrived equally to pleafe the 
indolent, becaufe it does not fatigue them, and 
the ftupid, becaufe it requires no capacity of 
thought j wonderfully d%:lighted my Hottentots. 
.They foon gave into it with fuch ardour, that 
they did nothing elfe from morning to night ; 
and many of them, after having loft all they ' 
poffefled, flaked, as their laft refource, the al- 
^owance of tobaqcd, and bfandy that they were 
to receive the fucceeding days. 

Nothing now W;as left for them but to rob 

jhe ; and I had reafon to fear they would do fo. 

To Cut off the temptation, I re-eftabli£hed an 

equality of fortune among them, by reftoring 

to each what he had lofl:, aware that the folc 

hope 


I 


AFRICA. ^ 369 

hopt oif regaining this makes gamblers ; and I 
had then no need of proclamations to prevent 
in future fuch difordbr in my camp. 

Several Nimiquas had accompanied me 
from the former horde to this ; they appeared 
even to take pleafure in being with me ; but, 
the moment my people were prohibited from 
playing with them, they no longer found my 
camp fo agreeable, and came to announce to 
me their departure, 

Neverthelefs, as they had every reafon to be 
i^tisfied with my conduct towards them, they 
exprefled, on quitting me, great friendfliip and 
attachment ; and, as I had juft purchafed fome 
oxen for my waggons, they even offered to 
take them under their care, and deliver them 
to Swancpoel at my camp on the Orange- 
River. This offer I accepted. In return, I 
made them a few prefents ; I entTufted them 
with my cattle, after having marked them ; 
and they went away fatisfied. 

Scarcely had they quitted me, when one of 
my Hottentots came to afk a favour of me. 
He was defirous of making one of the Nimi- 
quas of the horde a prefent of a fine cow. 
He hacj already fomething towards paying for 

Vol. II. B\b her, 
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her, which he had gain^ at pUy : but he had 
not enoughs and requeued me to advance him, 
in part of his wages, a little hard-ware, that he 
might have it in his power to conclude his 
bargain. 

A gift of fuch confequence implied fome 
great fervice received. Before I aflented to his 
requeft, I would know what had given rife to 
it } and I found that the cow was not a prefent, 
but an article of barter. My Hottentot was in 
love with the daughter of the Nimiqua j and, 
to obtain her, he had offered him a cow» which 
the Nimiqua had confented to accept. 

In this manner are marriages made in all 
the African nations ; and fuch was originally 
the icuftom throughout the world, before 
the imagination of poets, and the policy of 
civilized focieties, had fubftituted in the fiead 
of love a reprefentative, who, under the name 
of Hymen, claiming alone the fight of uniting 
the fexes, contributes but too often to difturb 
and deprave their union. Among favages there 
is no contrad, no witnefs, no ceremony. A 
man and woman pleafe each other j they five 
together; and this conftitutes them huiband and 

wife. If the woman have parents, Ihe is con- 

fidered 


iidefed a§ their property, and of coUrfe they 
Inuft either give or fell her. 

At the beginning of my journey, I had no 
woman with me but the wife of Klaas, who 
was neceffary to look after my linen, my kit- 
chen, and fome other branches of my fervice ; 
and I chofe ito admit rlo othet* into my cara- 
van ; perftiaded thkt they would only occa* 
fion me trouble, difcord, and perplexity. 

What had occurred on the banks of the 
Orange-River, when each of my people had 
formed to himfelf a little feraglio^ 'confirmed 
m6 in my refolution* But fince, that a party 
of Ckrninouqua women bad entered into my 
fervice with their hufbands and fathers, I had 
changed n(iy opinion. The innumerable good 
offices rendered me by thcfc Women, their ever* 
adive readinefs to prevent my wilhes, and the 
gaiety they kept up in tny camp, rendered their 
prefencc highly gratifying to me ; and I thence 
/ concluded that, if temporsiry miftrefles Were 

§ 

calculated to produce nothing but diforder 
among nay people, regular wives might be 
beneficial, were it only to keep the men near 
me, and prevent their continually ftealing away, 
to purchsife meetings and bargain for favours. 

Bb2 la 
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In coniequcnce of thtfe refle^llons, I cotdd 
not but be pleafed with the requeft of my Hot* 
tentot. I accordingly gave him the goods he 
delired; and it was not long before he returned 
with a very pretty Nimiqua girl, about fixteco, 
or feve.nteen years old. 

The next day, the chief of the horde com- 
ing to ,breakfaft with me, I alked him whether' 
the marriage was agreeable to him, and he . 
had confented to it. This deference on my 
part was the a£t of an European, reafoning, ac- 
cording to the prejudices of his country. I 
forgot at the time, that a favage, though living 
under a chief, is a free individual, aver whofe 
property the chief has no power. Accordingly* 
he made no anfwer to my queftion ; aod \m 
filence convinced me, that he had not under- 
flood it. , 

The procedure of my Hottentot, however,: 
infpired fome of his comrades with a wiflv ta 
do the fame, v Two of them followed his 
example ; and I ought here to make known, 
that I had every reafon to be -fatisfied with 
having permitted thefe marriages. The three 
young women accompanied me during the . 
whole of my" journey ; and they gay^ me na . 

caufe 
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^^aufe jof difcoatent to the very moment when, ' 
being returned to the Cape, they quitted me^ 
. to follow their huibands to the new horde of 
ivhich they were about to become a part. 

The name of the Nimiquas is much cele* 
brated in the Dutch colonies ; but little be- 
iide the name is known of them there. With 
refpeft to their country, it is fuppofed, I 
Icflow not why, .to abound in mines of gold and 
filver. Afluredly I was not led thither by the - 
thirft of ^vealth. Though it appeared to nie 
the moft parched and defola^e of all the coun-/ 
tries of Africa that I vifited, I was not the lefs 
deflrous of completely traverfing it, becaufe I 
wiihed to know both the nations by which 
it was inbiabited, and the productions it con- 
t:ained. 

The eagemefe with which I was obferved 
to feek and catch infeds, which are very plen- 
tiful in the country, hid engaged feveral per- 
fons of the horde in contributing to my col- 
le<9:ion. A woman, who had made herfelf of 
the party, brought me a fuperb beetle, which I 
believe is to be found iij no cabinet in Europe, 
jit leaft it is not in any one that I have feen. 

While I was examining this beautiful infe£t 

B b 3 with 
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with attention, I felt my face fuddenly wetted 
by a cauftlc liquor, of a very ftrong alkaline 
fmelL The fprinkting was accompanied by a 
fort of explofion, loud enough to be heard at 
fomc diftance. Unfortunately f^me of the li- 
quor entered one of my eyes, and occafioned 
fuch infupportablepain, that 1 thought I fliould 
have loft the fight of it. I was obliged to keep 
it covered for fcveral day^, and baihejt from 
time to time with milk. In every part of my 
face that the alkaline liquor had toychedtl 
felt the pain of a burn ; and every where the 
ikin changed tq a deep brown, which wore 
out only by degrees and a long time after. 
This will not be iurprifing to many, who al- 
^ready are acquainted with the fame property in 
feveral infeds of the fame genus ; for inftance, 
jn that beautiful golden-green bupreilis, which 
is fo common in oyr kitchen*^gardens in Eu- 
rope : but, as the infect of which I api here 
fpeaking is much larger, and inhabits a very 
hot country, it is natural that the effe£t pro- 
duced 'by it (hpuld b? tpore ftriking ; though 
the liquor which qur golden bupyeftis eje^s 
at its enemy oqcafions a very fenfible fmaft, 
»o4 its fmell is confiderably pyngentt 

The 
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- The naturalifts Dorci aiid Olivier have 
given, in their entomology, the figure of this 
African infed, which I communicated to theiQ« 
The reader may turn to fig. 5. of their firft 
plate of beetles : but I mud remarks that the 
human face obfervable on its anteriour cor« 
celet does not exift in nature. I am even 
aflonifhed that the author permitted this mif« 
reprefentation to remain, as undoubtedly it 
was a dream of the painter or engraver, which 
ought not to have been fuffered. I thought 
it incumbent on me to point out this faulty 
that it might not lead the entomologift into an 
error. The infeft itfelf, however, may be 
feen in the colle^on of Dufrene of the ca- 
binet of natural hiflory, to whom I jprefented 

Though, in general, all fubje^ts of the ani* 
mal kingdom, denned to be preferved in ca« ^ 
binets, lofe more or lefs in confequence of 
drying and fhrinking up, I can affert, that the 
bupreftis in queftion had no more of a human 
face when alive than after its death : beiidcs, 
hard infeds, fuch as beetles for example, lofe 
nothing of their fhape ; while thofe th^t are 
(oft change extremely^ and require a pecyliar 

B b 4 mode 
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mode of preparation to be preferved in tkei^ 
natural ftate : there are evea maqy that are 
never to be had perfcaBt^ whatever precautions 
may be employed. Who will not qonfefs, for 
inftance^ that a bird when moulting, or dead 
of difeafe, whatever care the ornithologift may 
beftow on its preparation, cannot pofTibly be 
fe beautiful as one killed in the vigour of it^ 
age and in perfcd health ? 

3o it is ahb with a bird that is fick, or by 
fome obilru^ion deprived of that undbipu^ 
humour fecreted by the glands of the rump^ 
which it employs to give a glofs to its plumage.- 
Taken in fuch a ftate, it cannot have the laftre 
or brilliant afpe£t, whiich it may and will hav^ 
if chofen in a difierent condition. If I take 
the liberty of introducing thefe remarks by the. 
bye, it is in order to (how how much greater 
is the difikulty pf making, a fi^e fpUedtioa 
(than is generally imagined. 

I had liberally rewarded the Nimiqua from^ 
whom I had this bupreftisj and I offered a 
double allowance of tobacQO to any. one who. 
{liould bring me another. This ofler was ^ 
fpur to the adivity of all the fmokers, botl\ 
male and female.- The wom?n particularly^. 

\ botl\ 
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both of the horde an4 of my c^mp^ let them^* 
ielres to fearch.in every qiiarteji Yet, ndtwith« 
(landing the unremitted ardour of their fcm^ 
tiny^ they could not meet with a fecond ba^^ 
preftis ; though they procured me an immenfe 
quantity of other infeds, and more than* two 
hundred chryfalides of xU&rentfpecies, whicii 
coft me many pipes of tobacco ; for, being de^ 
iirous of encouraging their refearches^ I paid 
with liberality^ ^Qre than the objects wer^ 
Ifortn. 

: ' I intended to tal^e my chryfalides with me, to 
wait for their metamorphofis on the road» 
But, not^ithftanding all my care, the journey 
fo fatigued them, that more than three fourtha 
died before I returned tq the Cape. Such a« 
remained alive appeared very vigorous : biit, 

. being obliged to depart for Europe, I was com-* 
pelled to leave them. I imagine them to have 
been of the number of thofe which take up a 
whole year for their transformation. 

It is commonly known in Europe, that ca- 
terpillars there are not venomous. At leaft, 
fuch is the aflertion of all the naturalifts who 
have written on them. And, though fome of 
;he hairy kinds. occafion itchings, experience 

has 
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hm (howh that no ill can(equeiices follow. BdC 
natural hiiiory is a vaft mine, which, in pto-« 
pottioQ as it 18 worked, offers new particulars 
and tnterefting difcoveties^ Cantharides taken 
internally in powder, or applied extemallj to the 
&in in plafters, are found to be a very a6tive fti« 
mulant poifba : who knows whether other in-* 
ie^ks may not be difcovered, as the ftudy of this 
luranch of natural htftory is purfued, which 
alA> poffefs this dangerous quality ? 

My father has aiTured me, that it Surnam 
there are two kinds c^ hairy caterpillars, a Uack 
and a white, which have it in a formidable de« 
pw. If they touch the ikin, cither of an 
Indian or an Eurc^ean, a bliftcr is immediately 
formed, and as copious an eflfufion of ferom 
enfues as on the application of cantharides. In 
hk than four hours the evU inacafes. Acute 
pains are felt, accompanied with cold ihiver- 
ings and fever ; and if the blood or humours 
of the unfortunate party be in a bad date, his 
wound becomes an ulcer, which requires the 
knife to prevent a gangrefae.^ I have in my 
cabinet both thefe caterpillars, which are re-» 
markable for their fize. 

In the country of „the Nimiquas a truly ve- 
nomous 
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fiOmous caterpillar is found. It Is two Inches 
aad a half long ; but it is deftitute of veaonot^ 
unleis it feed on a poifonous plknt. When ifc 
is found on the geranium, where I have often 
tp^^ with it, it is In no wife dangerous, as I 
h*ve been convinced by experiences Accord* 
l^ljf the favages do not nfe fuch as feed on 
this plant. But 4tnoQg the rocks there grows 
in\abund^ce, a littW ihrqb^ the juice of whick 
is a ccrrofive poifon, and it communicates the 
f^me property to the csteipilJars which feed 
on its leaves. The fevages figek what they 
want on this fhrub ; and if they do not find 
enough on it, they take fome from the gem« 
nium, and place them on this fhrub to feed. 

The time of gathering thefe infefts is juft at 
they are going to change to chryfalides : that ' 
is to fay, when their rings fwelJ, and their 
fliape begins to alter. They are then colleffcedj 
little leathern bags are filled with themj and 
there they are left to ferment The fermenta- 
tion occafions a flow tranfudation through the 
bag, by which the aqueous moifture is eva- 
porated; and the inteftine commotion does 
fiot ceafe till the refiduum, being concentrated^ 
l^as aflumed the confiftence of a very thick 
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black vamifli. When in this flate, the poifon 
has acquired its utmoft adivitj, and the Ni* 
miquas dip the points of their arrows in it. 

Probably this fermentation is neceflary to 
give the poifon all the virulence of which it i^ 
fufceptible. At leaft fads have convinced me, 
that the humour which compofes the fiibftanqe 
of the infe£t is not fo dangerous during its life, 
as after it has been diflbived and decompofed 
in the fack. 

There are fabftanccs of which the naturalift, 
las well as the chemift, allows himfelf to exa« 
mine the taftc. In Europe I had feveral times 
^enfured to touch the tip of my tongue with 
fome drops of the liquor of caterpillars. I 
tried the fame experiment with that of thefc 
poifonous caterpillars ; and I found it to poiTefs 
only a moderately acrid tafte, differing littfe 
from what I had experienced iu Others. 

The infefl: itfelf, taken inwardly, appearsi 
not to be poifonous. One day I faw a flirikse 
on one of the fhrubs, eating thefe caterpillars. 
If the bird be poifoned, faid I to myfelf, I flball 
foon fee him die. I even thought that the ef- 
fcd of the poifon mud become mofe quickly 
feiifible on a gizzard, which bruifes what it 
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l^cciVes into it, than on a ftoraach which 
digefts only by means of folvent juic6s# I fol- 
lowed the (hrike for more than two hours, at* 
tentively examining all his motion^, till at 
length . he efcaped me : but, as long as I had 
him in view, I perceived in him no fymptoms 
of uncafmefs ; he ftill appeared equally bfilfc 
aadlively^ 

Belide the poifon of Catei^illars, the favages 
employ that of fcvieral kinds of fnakes, to en- 
venom their arrows ; though the latter is lefs 
powerful. Thofe they principally ufe for this 
purpofe are, the kooper-capel^ the pof-adder^ 
and the boorens^-manetje^ or horned fnake. The 
laft takes its name from fome prominent fcales- 
placed above the ,eyes, which projedt a few 
lines fo as to form a little creft over each eye. 
Thefe conftitute the whole of thofe pretended 
antelopes* horns bellowed on it by Kolben, who 
has, given a figure of it under the name of ce- 
raftes. I alfo fee in Bruce*s Travels ipto 
Abyifinia a horned fnake called cerafles, which 
appears, at lead from what that traveller fays, 
to have real horns : but has he not examined 

ff 

the horns of his cerailes as inaccurately as thoie 
of hU giraffe \ For he fays pofitively, that this 
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^adruped has horns like the- antelope, Wh^citf 
h certainly falfe* 

Though the horned^ or, more properly, 
crefted fnake, is not more than fifteen . or 
eighteen inches long, and is confequently the 
lead of the three I have mentioned, it is the 
moil dangerous, becaufe being aim oft always 
concealed in the fand, its fmallnefs and grey co* 
lour prevent its being diftingui(hed^ while the 
ioopcr-capel b obfervable at a diftance, in coit* * 
Sequence of its fize and vivid colours ; and a& 
to Hat pof-adder^ its flownefs renders it eafy to 
avoid the attack of this fpecies of fnake* 
- We read in the work of a modern traveller^ 
that; when favages wi(h to extradl the poifon 
of fnakes^ they pound them whole. Now not 
only have I never feen any thing -oi the kiad 
among the Hottentots, but I have been often a 
witnefs to the contrary. They are not igno- 
rant that the poifon is feated in the jaw : they 
know the vcficles that contain it, and are well 
acquainted with the means of extraSing it. 
Befides, many favages feed on the bodies of ' 
fnakea, after having cut off the head. This 
cuftom is very common ia" many nations, 
though I never faw it pra&ifed by the Hottea* ' 
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tots ; but how often, on my father^s phifitatioa 
at Surinam, have I feen the African negroes, 
Lcuangpes, and Pomboes, though plentifully 
fed, feek this luxury to feaft themfelves ! They 
did not. rejed even the rattlefnake, the mod 

» 

venomous of the whole tribe. All they could 
catch they made into ragouts with their other 
articles of food : fnakes were to them what 
fiewcd eels are to us« 


EKO OF THE SECOND YOLUME* 


•>A'»^ 


4 
if 



;-if 


mm 


»"■• "t I 


\ 


f 


^ 



